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The f oll owL1g body of material is a ser?bee of not es t,..ken from lect

ures given by Ora Lipschitz on many aspects of Bedoin life, animal life, 

geography, geology. and political history of Sinai . The descriptions of 

the land are ~ own. 

ROU'l'ES OF SI.jAI• A road in the desert does not necessarily follow the 

most level terrain but is simply a joining together of stations where water 

is available, Often there are t wo or more tracks between watering stations. 

There were never any real roads in the Sinai in the sense that we think of 

roads• as definite beds or paths which could be traced. e only know the 

general area of the r outes. The routes extending north to south *1he length 

ot Sinai) were generally used by miners. pilgrims, and t he military . The 

eastern coastal route went along the ult of Suez and a western coastal 

route went alons th en)ire coastline of the Gulf of Eilat from the present 

sites of lharn El Sheik in the south to E1lat in the north. The east-west 

routes, crossing the width of Sinai, served as the overland junctions be

tween cultures of Africa and Asia. The northern coastal route was known 

as the l ay of the Ph1list1nes of the Via Maris. It followed the Mediterran

eas Sea Coastline. The Central Route or la,y of Shur connect ed the present 

site of Ismalia with Beersheba and, ,joined the 'l'runk Road or central range 

of the Judean Hills through Hebron and Jerusule • The Sout hern Route join

ed Suez at the northern end of the Gulf of Suez with El.lat at the northern 

end of the Gulf of E1lat. Only the east-west routes will be dealt with 

here since they concern the route ot the Exodus and continue t o form t he 

most important lines of communication and commerce across the desert up to 

the present. 

NORTHERN ROUTE:- this is the moat ancient route i n t he world, us ed by 

pharoahs, Syrians, and Ro·i:ans. A belt of sand blown i n fr om the Nile delta 

extends up to 100km. inland. Much of the Nort hern Route goes through deep 
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sand dunes, Sweet water is very near to the surface and palm trees grow 

where Bedo1ns have dug down to the water table to plant palm shoots. Even 

though walking through so much eand would be very tiring, this was a favor

ed eoute because water was readily available. The route is easy to koep 

in good condition, When 1n Egyptian control. well stocked supply stations 

were placed at intervals fllong the r oute. Thie was also the shortest route 

to reach Ph111st1a or Syr1s and once in Palestine, the Via Maris of the 

plain wee much eaeier marching o•er than the Trunk road of the rugged Judean 

("' Hill country, 

CENTRAL ROUTE- The Central plateau dominates this route. Tile endless 
r . .' 

flat plains r•ach a height of 11 000 feet 1n places. There are no mount

aine, but some hills along the wadis and very little water .1s to be found . 

This was the route ot the tugit1Yes. Onlp those nomads who wanted to avoid 

Egyptian garrisons would take 1t. The Central Route was also known ae 

the route ot the wall because the Egyptians at one time built a great wall 

appronmatei,y on the same llae as the present Suez Canal,. Routes in the 

.-ncient middle eaet are always named according to their destination not 

by their origin end theretore the route of the wall was basically used by 

those tra••l1ng from Cannan to Egypt. 

SOUTHER..~ ROUTE· The South of Sinai is very ancient geologically. 

The mountains rise to a height of 2,600 meters. The ravines separating 

them are deep, narrow, and rugbed. The country is beautiful but the terrain 

maltee travel difficult and only possible in the wadis. Scholars of the 

nineteenth century and pilgrims traveled through here but the region could 

scal'cely be considered a route, being eo rugged and out of the way for 

peoples traveling between the two ends of the fertil e crescent . North of 

the far southern routes, the pilgrim• s route (Dab El Khadj) came 1 !1to 
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importance in the ninth century when Moslem pile;ti!;ls fro:n Africa began t alo:-

1ng 1t to the holy cities of' Mecca and Medina. Stations were ·built along 

the route and maintained by Arab rulers. Systems wore devised to catch 

and hold ra1n c.41ater~ The terrain of the p1lgr1m' s route is similar to t&lltlt 

of the Central Route• both being north of t 11 e southern mountainous region. 

The main advantage to this route seemed to be that it was the shortest. 

most l 1rect passage to Mecca~ ln the twentieth century, t .e route tell 

into disuse with the 1nventton of the steamship, making it possible to 

travel to Mecca by ship~ 

9 FACTS THAT SUPPORT 'l'HE EXODUS- The capt:t V1 ty 1n Egypt and the story 

ot tho Exodus made a great impression on the I racl1te pe opl e 11 Egyptian 

names of the people, expecially the priests (Moses, Aaron, etc.) point to 

an early Egyptian influence among the Israelites. It is an established 

tact that pe,Jples from Cannan d1d migrate to Egypt for ·j~;;ic: reasons . 

The Iara•lites are the only people in the world to record the1r history 

as 1:>ee;inn1ng in capt1V1t.t and slavery; It is contrary to human thinking 

to imagine e state of captivity as the beglnni ng point of one•s history . 

("'i EYery race and nationality likes to think of themselves as superior to the 

rest ar humanity. The Israelites must have had a very strong tradition of 

slavery to avoid the temptation ot emb llish1ng the beg1 r.n1ngs of their 

history, 

PROBLEMS OF THE EXODUS 

CHROHOLOGICAL PROBLF..M• I Kings gives the date of the Exodus as 1/..140, 

that is 480 yo.rs before the temple was built (960) 9 but the reference in 

Exodus to the city of Ramses. bUilt in the reign of Ramses II seems to in
~'71~.._ 

dioate the Exodus should have taken pl ace about 1260, This .+iJMfRl r could 
' ~ 

be resolved if I Kings was trying to say 12 generatio s hed elapsed at an 
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aYeras• length of !' 7eare apiece, •bi.ch would also give ua a date of 

IU'OUlld 1260. 
/Jv t-.. b.,. r,-

PROBLDI OF IUMBERs- It 60,,.;,a II& (b•••t•46), \oolt part ln the Exodus 

thera the total awnber of Iarael1tes including woaan and children must have 

numbered at leaat 3\ 111.llion.. It ia hieloncally ud logically impossible 

tor 3 m1lllon people to be auataned tor qy length of time 1n the stnai 

deaen. lo more than 10,000 people ever l1Yed in southern stn~ and no 

more 'ban 50,000 ever lived 1n all ot Sinai at one time. !'he dynamics of 

the group as deecr.l.,ed 1n the Bible 1s chaJ>acterletic of a all group. 

1a:::oou:traM:1•leJh The nwnber 6001 000 could just be an exagf'- rated number 

to abow IMIDl• The same word is ueed tor 1,000 and tamlly .so 'he Bible could 
(ofoj cc.-f; .,,__ 'Svc.'- «- ~.__c.f 1 ., cfd """-b"'~ .:..s (,oj $"~0~ ~......,;/~~ 

• all 600 lmd.U.ee. ~/ ~ JK,.;, ~4':1.L-} 1 

ORA'S IDBA OF '?HE EXODUS- Imld.gration ehoulcl not b limited to one 

or two Exod1 bu' was probabl.7 a prolonged ex9dus. lh• relJ.~ous exp rience 

ot 'being delivered troa bo dag• ••a ao great 'hat the lnael1tes began to 

tell etol"S.ee ot miracles occurtng along the •8¥• Who looking backwards, 

•h• .. le a tendency to see an eYent spre d ou\ OYer a long pel1.od or time 

u a elngle nu' ocourS.q •' oae point 1n ''••• No one route tJ. te all .-.. 

the 4•eor1pt1ozus in the Pen\ateuch 80 all rout•• auet have beu •a&en. · 

!wo tztad1U.o • ue llingled 1Jl \he accowi•. one of accurate dates, with 3 

d~• to reaoh Cazuum and one ot a long period of title (40 yeas). Reither 

ls u aocuate ft.gun. Dltteren\ ooupa took different leqthe of time. 

PIOBLDI OF 'IBE ROUTES 

SOUTBERI THEORY• Chl'1at1an pilgrims walked along the coast and inland 

to Mt.. Sin.a:i., a ve17 logical but l"OUDde.bout route. M1di.an1tes did roam in 

the tar eouth and the very Mountainous region, containing the only impressive 
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mountains ot Sinai• could l>e the mountains of God. 

•OBam n 1J- Th• miracle of panizag th• aea c.V. be logically 

and r t1oaallJ explata d if thia route was taken. Th1e was the shortest 

route to Cunan. quail are only found 1z:t. the tar north near the sea shore, 

D1 pealus1 eYM low ones wol&ld lie aore impreaalve 1a a Ye~1 large• flat 
. .-,b e... 

area. ln the ou\h1 there are so m&111 peak• that. no one wollld stand out 

aa 1mpnaa1 ve to 'b• Iuael1 tea. 

· ............ XTBEOU• tu description of the desert 1• ••rJ dry and terrible 

with U.ttl• ••tel". !he people are al•"f• complaining a'bout th lack of 

water. there 1• aome ater 1n the Do•th and the eou\h. fh• Exodus carries 

hardly any mnt1oD of the sea aloza.g ihe route. • h1 would the people re

m•ller With lust the fish ot F.Qpt 11 tb•1 we.I"• ta&ing the northern routet 

lfhe centr.i rcute 1a good tor paatur1ng but the moun,aiaous south is dit• 

1ctalt to puiun aheep on. Bo matter which route \he Israelites took, one 
d.i10·-1n· -ti. .., s<. .,~ 

can.not MUI a mll'eclea ad tho Pl'•••c• ot God if the Ezodua account is' 

to b• trua•ect. 

!he NOB'JHWU!Dfi llGEV .S.• J.D UD1 • ...,. elmilar ·'ttot.b• JUdUD wildel'No 
~r;o.1i..../4f 

n•s• aa4 th• barren1~·•b1t1.ohallq1·tial1Mt·t1 t hills remindsm• or t he 

ladf. lldro.n., In othel' p• aaes, th• cowa\17 1e j11et flat and 'barren 111thout 

a tree. Oal1 SJDell buahea are eca\tered ao~oes the land, 

GRAPB HEAPS- In t.h1a area aall beape ot stones ue to be toWLd on 

aom of the alopee. fhe1 were tbougb\ to have ~oen built to protect the 

roota of vines (Job 8117). When .. ••ral of the ~eapa were open•d, no re

malrls of Tines were found. A a .. theory wbich ... gained geaeral aocept• 

ance aon.g echaeologlsta 1• \hat these we.re part of the la'batean drainage 

or 1rr.t.gat1 on 91atem. Stonee1 •.Id.ch tend to hold water back were piled 

1n heaps so that more water would be drained into t he valle1a which could 
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then lite tamed. 

IITZABA, 1a Arabic meana, "the cool springs". Th• border between 

loael an4 IQpt pr.I.or \o 1967 paeeed through this area. '!'he 111.te waa 

occuppied 4Ul'11lg Rellenia\ic ttmee by the labateans end through the 

Roaen-l1unt:l.oe period, nol.IJl1eh1ng l>etnea the f11'st an4 ninth centuries. 
il'--

1, 1e especs1all7 noted for 1t~ Papyr:l.1, 150 of which have 'eena~ound from 

tb.• eul.7 Arabic perio41 al.ah to eeYn'h centuries. 
!~ 

DI\U8t01 BITUBR EGYPT AND ISRABI,.. rhe eou~hen boUDde.ry of modeJ;n 

lareel 11p to 1967 waa tile 1"••111.t ot an aareement in t906 between B1'1.t1an/ 

ud Tul'k.e7· It was u arH.flcJ.al. •dJl1n1etrat1ve d1v181on nwei- 1ntenat1on

all.J recoptged, !here ie ao geogr !Jbieal diffel"ence between the !legeY 

ud S11Hd. • th• ladi Bl Ariah would •eke • mucb more logic-al bounda17. 

Tld.s .ta the laa•at d.ratna• avetn in Sinai, dre:ln1q one third ot the 

Sin.al or 20,000 squere Jdlometere. !bis wadi hes be identified With the 

Ri•er or Brook ot EQpt glveza •• \he eoutb.en boundary of Jud~ in the book. 

of Joanu a:Lmpl.1 because it ie th• 01111 major wa0.1 between southern Canaan 

ad the N1le. 
.;.Ari ,. 

Along thia stretch or th• roed ~ ot the old bor4er, sand dunes &rt 

piled b1sh imm •d1at•l7 to the north. ot th• road, A aenes ot low uad 

d.waea sbet4Jh u tu 1uto the Uatance .. on• can ee. some a.th desert 

bl'Ueh powlng on th • It t1te perteotl7 rq conception of the Bahar• desert 

escept th• dunee here Al'• a little too low. Ooc&t.-i>nal lone palm trees 

ad-all herb ot camels can be eHl'l. Much of the area is at.111 mined. 

Ru.eted out tanka a4 bite ot war iaplemn•a attest to the tact that this 

worthleu land ••• th• scene of h•••Y t.l.gh\1ng, Battlee were fought every 

t•• mil•• along this l''3Ute. 
'.f 

JEBDl'. UBNAB, mountain of the thl"e• year old camel, stands near the 
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Junction of the central route an4 th• rovd going south to the P11gr1m•a 

Route. Who••er holds tbia road and ihe junction 1md tne jttnc,loft controls 

tho &na14 On• oanziot eTer i~ a few metora oft the road without sinking 

iato the deep eaad. At \hie point we turned ott the etntral ·aoute. ~he 

l aclsc:ap• ia very 1-laDd and tl•t, It a••• bori.Ag loold.na t \he one 

Ulllaterestins soo11e17 after a while. A t•• duker ranges of bills can be 

seen 1n tbe distance. 

!h• 1'MURISI fREEpl91s ea impol"tan' nle ln 'be ~roduotion of MAN~JA.
r .... c:.ui.J.'J -'"° • ,..,_ ..Jt....a .. .. cJ 

l~ 
.Aa 1aeeot living 111 the- trees l.)Qree into th• trwik and lives off the eep•"'f 

The eat:i hes a bigh 8Ufl81" .contftt, h18h•I' then ~he i.Daec::t oan uee in its 

oa bod1 and eo it ezcretes • sugN'J .-nb8'ence in small white drops . Manna 

1a onl.1 produQed in Apr.11,. Mq, and enl.Y June and 1 t can onlf bo found 
bef. •<.. -fk. C:.h.f S lo<A.l 

in the euq 4&y b•l••r'.. Me eta"\ eaUng it. There 1e a dom1nant ~ 

Chri.nian tz-ad:l.Uon that manna is •.ns•llo br• cl from he ~en. The ciuut1t1 

of mim.na in even a soo4 Y•M"t that is a l'ailU' year, would not eaceed 100 

kg on the whole pem..nsule ~ -.y. Bedo1ne nd,.x 11anna nth wa•w ift t!le 

proportion of 1st to keep it from getting hud. Recetly it waa discovered 

that mann ie pl'Oduced by other saall•r ~uehea and could be a much wider 

spread phenomena than previo\lel.J t~oQSht, Tamal'1sk tre s ar• taller here 
-tk>- clo....,._ ..f""..{t. ... .. ,,vlL, 

b eauae of tbe good underground supply ot water. In other places they are 

small ad acrql07.. 'l'b.e le•Tes ot tht.s tr•• are more like scaly clwaps 

ot greeD ttdgs than ail,7\hing ele , '!lie small surtaoe uea of these leavee 

aacl t.bei:r tb1c;~ akiri holp the tree conaene m'l1stve. The al:u.iAdance of 

'hese tre•• 1n thie area 1• faote.r f a'forlng the Central Route •s that 

of the Exodus. 

' DRATIOM• !he hwU.d1ty 1a eo low here t hat t~amendoua amounts ot 

water leave the human body wi thout one t eel1ng eweaty or noticing the water 
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loee. Wat-er evaporates 1netan,ly from the ekln. One is n ver thirsty 

enough to eot1et7 ldls bo;y•a need tor water. The ave~age ~erson must 

drink 1/.2 \o I quart of water peZ" houi- just to ma1Dtein the body•a level 

ot wator. Syaptome ot dell)td~at1on are head ache, apathf • sleepiness, nausea , 

u.4 poor ep11'1ta. fh1e might partly account tor but does not excuse the 

o~netant grumbl.1Dg of the lar-aelltes. Bedo1ns tend to move slowly ~ecauee 

•os' ot them an 1D e •t.ate ot debJ'drat1011. The breeze is very warm and 

dr1, but 1t keep• ua eoJl enough •o reaein eomfo.rtable with our coeta on 

into the afternoon. Even with Q haze b.anSS.nt over the horizon, the retlect

•d euUght ott •h• chalk whit• ladaollpe 1s al.moat bllnclin« to the eyes. 

Beat 1• Y9r7 peaetl'tlt1ag,~especl-1.l7 noticeable on the ektftleed skin . 

WAY OF HT. SE'I~ We tll!"Ded OAto the pilgrim•e route. Th• M~tla P• ss 

i• not 'fery steep compend to moat mountain peon., but it ia, the only level 

route Ulrough the hill•• 9he paea baa had great atrategte impol"teAee in 

modera and bci.ent till••• A8 tar beck ae the fourth d11enia1 Caleolithic 

people 1nbab1tecl th1a ei-ea. In the 196? ,,.,., 700 t~(~~e by the 

fleeing 1Qpt1ane. A huge t1eld, many •r•e ot lett over equipment of the 

Bueei.81111 took ISNel several '.'f&Ue \o elee.r ewq and ptecee ot rusted eq.u1:p

mut et1U do• the tJ.eldJI. 

JEBBL Sii BIBBER is \he alt• of M\. 8ln&l according to an Israeli '?' 

scholar advocat.1.ng th ceutral route ae th• path of •h• Exo4u. !'he mouat-
·s 

•t.atii llt•all.J '11J'ee «aye from Goan. Moses requea~ecl of Pheroah e. 

th••·• dQ journ•J u•o \he .S.ldeneae to sacrift.oe to t ne Lord but if tb.1.a 

aa'b•r is t aken iA a typological eaa• aa n u.ae the wo.r4, "mill iontt, we 

are u.ot Umited to this mountain in our naroh tor Mt. Bind.. Jebel Sin 

Bieber 1• rather lo• ad ·'-2.nspid.ag for a mountaiza, Th• terrain along 

the a-air ot Suez is rolling hills . 



n RAS SUDAR is an early but exploited oil tield along the coast . 

EIH CHAWARA. just a little farther so u.th elong the coast consists 

only ot a clump of palm trees but this has been identified with the waters 
11 .:-J.. £.~ 15: .}3 -~ 

ot Ha•eah (&l!ed'tle l ?a7) according t o t ii e S.outhern Theory . Clear . nat 

gypsom •rystale ot .all sizes, some as big aa one's hand could be round on 

tho -••urtace. The area 1s rich in gypaom and wae even used commercially 

by the Egyptiens, Dissolved gypsom makes the water brakieh snd gives the 

drinker di~hee . 

ARENDAL 1 a very large oaaie farther south 1a identified with Elim 

(Numbers 33t10 ) ec~ording to the ssae theory. 
Znt1'r-... 

.ABU . g)AM~ Th• Egypt1ena beginning in 191.3 mined manganese ore and 

shipped 1t tram here to Suez. No spring or well existed to draw a ~opulation . 

It has always 'b en just a mining town. Ten km south of here the ancient 

Egyptians had a port for sh1pp1n& turquoise. Modern Egyptians were onl7 

a'ble to m1ne the manganese bee uee of their efficient mining equ:Lpment 1 

the cheap Bedoin labor, short routes• end an efficient transporta.tion system 

rUD b7 burning gss from the oil t.l.elde. 

MAI>An is the local social 1nsUtut1on ot the Bedoin. strangers go 

there to meet Yillagers. Guests may atq and buy coffee and flour tor mak

ing t hei~ pitas. !he Madati 1a ueuall1 built next t o the Sheik's tomb. 

0Dly important Sheiks involved 1n prophecy Jdne th h~nor ot burial in a 

tomb. 

Inland trom Abu Znama we travel up a wadi. The coUDtry is very wild 

and rugged. Signs of tit.ti·~· uplift are still cleuly visible . There 
~ 

are no rounded hills but instead eharp cliffs and sharp create to the hills. 

Gulleys erode all the • 83 up to th top of the hills on all aides ., The 

stones are mostly sedimentary. One can aee the bands or layers very clearly, 

white chalk• and var.Lous shades of red, brown• and gray-green. Sand and 
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r sharp rocks cov•r the n~or ot the W8d1, The wad1 opena Up into a brofld 

sandy plld.n on one side and a shear cliff on the other. We are at • he p 
t,.Jt.. .'c.l d....,-ps 

edge of th• central 'Plateau a1r1·q>ft Qe oft iu. a tooo '"eter sheer clitt . 

D9ep red aand •1th Sharp black atones aoattered Qver the top are hea~ed 

up qaln•t aone ot the rook tormeUons. tfhe aand tbi11s ·~ut and the plE.'11n 

becom" a b-4 ot BhU'!t 'black and "cl rocks with Jut a t•• acatt r.-d trees. 
BIR 
..- HABIB ( WU'l')• A red pluter, clQ and etone wall encloaea an area 

of tall lush palm treeo. Oab tlo\ clay huts clt\eter aroWld this enclosure• 

Th• well, not oveit 20 feet deep, a wide oTal pit 9d.th WGOden crosspiec•t 

ia just outa1d• the wall. A n.ve gallon tin wt'h rope attached serves as 

th• dt.p~. Boys search th• hills tor turquoise stones and trsde them tor 

'belloona or eandy, Once th• otber tour bu" left and our group had mostly 
~Cl rCf~ / ~ (; tie_r: ~ be,..,-~ 

Uaperaed, th• women oo••nd ln black an.d wearing .. ..,.,., # I llhdftliBfihpllae 

began ooud.ng o\lt wt th 11 t~l• children to till the1r water containers. One 

Al'ab WOIUlll whom I ottered coold.ee, would not takg on• tor herself until 

her ahlldren each had been given coold.e, ~he roaan\ic concept of the 

ledoia al"thout a hmne, roam:Lns ~ 1n the 4o9&~ is complotel1 wrong. 

A Bedoin might have a home or even two but he often l•aTes them t o ender. 

So long as a pereon detS.nee ld.meelf not b1 a lo~at1on but by trib~l ..., 

aesoc1 t1on, he ie e. Bedoin. W der1ns 1e do?Je b1 Bedoine nthin well• 

BIR 1fASIB IN AlfClElft TIMES- A great CQ:pper ele.g hea., lieo piled 

agalnet a nearby bill, 'J.1h• Roman• and. B1zeuitines may bave contrl buted \o 

the h .. p but 1t ie fll•o the work of the ancient ~pt1ana. Some small de• 

poSS.te ot copper are neai-by but eo tu ao large pocikets ot the ore haYe 

been feund locally. Copper waa probabl.1 brought here tor lo6iet1c~l reasons . 
(\C:t.°..C. 1'4 

Man1 ... •• itk• treea then crew in the w&d1 t o be burnt for smelting heat. 
W..:he..-
.. , 81 was available for settlement end t he sit• was relatively near a 
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watena,y. The raw ore wae smelted here and only refined copper wae carried 
C.appe..- c...,.,,,J f u,...L,001se. 

to lgypt~ J:aptian inscriptions are also 1n the area, --••I .,....i,se 
._..,~~ ~j" Qi.lt( ~-r f~G\ML~-t~~"' "S ~ E".o>~ S!.c:!i ~u-f _+i-: fl -
•on·•~I ~O~IW1$htow&a*,~ , ·~·~·~------ . tth• 
smell quaratlt7 and poor qualitJ of the ores makes it unfeasible to mine 

them today~ 

BEDOIN CONCEPT OF PLACE I.AMES- Bedo1n thin~ in terms of areas~ Often 

all the wad1e and ountains 1n one are have the same n ••. It ia not 

important or even conodved of that each mounted.a should 'be categorized 

as the western mind demands •. 

BEDOlR WOMEN• Bo pollt• *rab under deael'\ l'Ul• would ever approach 

a wo an~ Th•J dn• in 'black so \hat \hQ can u aeea f u oft ad men 

have no excue tor m1a,aldng th •. Arab men m., w ar arq colol' co bination 

the7 choose. In a soo1et1 ll'here women epend. uch of their \be out 1n the 

n.eld tending an1mals1 or dra'llins water. th•1 ae protec•ed b7 the threat 

ot severe p nal1'1ee to be l posed upon 8D10D• who harms \hem. Th• death 

ot one woman is punishable by tald.ng the lives of foUI' men trom '1le tri.'b• 

of \he killer. 

SERABilf IL KHADIM Chui> + slave)• Aa •• climb up a wadi to the temple 

81••~/th colors and tol'lllation of •h• rock totall7 beol'b one•e attention. 

th• 7ellow sands of the desert plain and lower wadi tloor contrast with 

the eh107 tint d black 1gneousirocks and black me\amorph1c rocks of the 

lo•OI' levels and the red, white, and black sandstone of the upper mountatn 

1nel•• the floor aecentle al>nptlJ aioYe the deeen eanda to a height '-
1.. : I... 

a ' ' 1$ aa pSJ d u M sad•• On the highest lnele, pieces of black sand 

etoae are littered oTer \he red sandstone 181'el' •. 'l'he wind blr.>w:lng · ·st 

aslllnat the atone cliffs and billeldes erodes th• aandetone into tan\aatic 

shapea.,;lwi•\ed holes, arms, and hollows, exposing the layers and stl'ealss 

of orange, red, yellow, and white~ In other places, the soft r 1-.yors 
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above and below a strata erode away, leaving thin protruding shelves of 

atone. The sandstone is treacherous to walk on. Its gritty surface gives 

an excellent foothold but the thin shelves of rock are often ready t o break 

oft with any little weight placed on top of them. The grains in the sand

stone vary greatly in c•arseness from layers the size of grs:1ns of sand 

to layers ot small pebbles e mented together. The wadi here looks similar 
C4- Uk.( ..(tT"'--

to Mahil David, instead of • 0 '1•t:Pt11. 1ncl1ne, the floor is made of a series 

ot successively hi.gher platforms with cliffs separating each level. At 

the top of our climb is a plateau cut into by many wadis similar to t he 

one we traveled up. 

'lho EGYP.rIAN 'l'EMPLE sits on this plateau. The !.ills and gorges all 

look so similar that the temple 1s hard to find. Egyptians came to mine 

turquoise. 'l'he temple was erected tor prayer to the godess Bathor, patron 

of m1Ding and foreign attairs. for help 1n finding turquoise. Her most 
St 

outstanding features are the cows ears and two curls by which she can 

be readily recognized. At first only a cave was dedicated to her but over 

many generations, a complex of rooms was built. Each strong emperor sent 

expeditions out and had rooms built, named after him that he might be re

membered. !he plan of the temple became that ot a string of rooms,like 

a train. Bever did a colony occupy this site. Expeditions were only sent 

out during the mJ.ning season, from January to March. After this, the 

weather becomes too hot. The temple was standing and in use at the time 

ot the Exodus but the local terrain is so rugged and divided into gorges 

that a few Egyptians would pose hardly arcy threat to the Israeli test~· safety 

lf the x·sraelites came this Y11q, they could easily aet around the temple 

without being seen. From 300 to 800 workers a year cane here to mine and 

at least 1,000 donkeys were needed to carry water from Bir Nasib, a three 

hour walk ~ The temple was used for 1,000 years, until the Egyptian• 
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pharoahs became so weak that they could no longer hold Sinai, about 1250. 

TurquoiBe wa ~ valuable only for its aesthetic qualities. Except for a • 

smaller temple at Timna1 t his is the only Egyptian temple outside of 

Egypt proper. The style is not purely Egyptian, as it had to be modified 

to t1t the terrain and local Semite labor used in the building also had 

its influence. The turquoise mined in this area is a poor quality stone 

which fades atter a few years, so the Egyptians had to keep coming back 

for more to repl.ace the faded stones. Free standing stales stand at the 

entrance and around the s1.des of each room. Each stale was i nscribed with 

a frame. Pharoah is pictured with hands lifted up, making an offering to 

Bather. Statues of Hathor are scattered throughout the rooms . 

PROTOSINIATIC INSCRIPTIONS- Nearby are the turquoise caves. Turquoise 

is always round near a yellow vein of sandstone. The marks on the sides 

and ceiling are the work of steel chisels, Five symbols inscribed to the 

left of the entrance are the forerunners of our alphabet. Discovered in 

1904 by Petri, they ere one of 30 protosiniat1c inscriptions in the world 

and one of 3 1n s:Ltu. Writing developed independently iuring the fourth 

millenia in Egypt and Mesopotamia. From a pictorial system evolved a ag 

syllabiaal syet m and th the abstract idea of representing sounds "With 

letters and an alphabet. Semites worked these mines for the Egyptians 

and came in contact with Egyptian ideas. ~he Semites influenced by the 

Egyptians, adopted the signs of the Egyptians but did the abstract work 

necess~y for an alphabet themselves, creating a phonetic meaning for the 

Egypt1~n symbols. The first alphabet originated in this area and t hese 

five letters are a record of this development. A Semitic miner between 

1900 and 1400 B. C. but probably in the fifte enth century, contemporar y with 

the Exodus, carved the letters into the wall. Ac ~ording to one theory, 
· 'e1c1~.;-._. 

the inscription reads roughly, l e1dt'fllam" or " God , the eternal (has been 
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= ? here). The Semi tic counterpart of Hathor. Baalat, 
~ 

/(" @ s T femal companion ot Baal, was worshipped by the 

/0 -V ~ /oJWtcl local Send.tea. 'l'his word is related to El,_. 

" 

'--VV' :::: wt:;*:..-,, ..... :~rt.\ = ttt ,. 
, 1 >r !he statemant, IGod ia eternal" t 

\ 
doee not necessarily mean God is one. It cojl].d mean Bathor 1a &ternJllt:> 

c ... (J<- t... ...... ~ 
In another cave, L, only a few teot away is the 1necr.1pt1on2 --. ,..,,.v-

• ccording to onetlheoey it reads, "(Listen) men, eight portions 

(of turquoise you shall give to __ ). I give my approval, 

Abed, Shamm Rav (head ot the workars)r. writing was in

vented tor very practical ever7day uses and to preserve great 

ideas tor following generations. ~ 

ihe ACACIA~ to be used 1.ni.the bui.ld.ing of the taberna~ f-

Its branches spread out like an umbrella to make shade for 1ts own roots 

and protect them from dehydration so that the crown often looks rather 

nat. 'fhe tree has also been endowed with veey lard, very sharp, and very 

long thorns which cover the branches and protrude much farther out thea 

the small leaves. Animals have learned to oat them; thorns and all . The 

tree has a habit of dropping its thorns so that one must be careful to 

clear away the top layer of soil before sitting don under one. 

DESERT LAW: POSSESSIOB- Bedoin do cultivate areas but do not necessarily 
b<:.~·dk 

live DI ~ them. When a Bedoin plows a ditch across a wadi, 1t belongs 

to h1m for that season and no one etse may use it even if the Bedoin 

does not return to plant for several weeks. Desert law says that anythiag 

lying on the ground does not belong to 1m7one but an object placed in a 

tree or on a pile of stones is personal property and may not be touched. 

CAMELS are an important part of the Bedoin • s possessions. They can 
' 

go up to 20 days without water. Their body can vary in temperature in a 
10 C range without adversely affecting them. The human body requires great 
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quanU.titts >l f :v:ater ~ t~s ell te 'bac:aase it muat r11a1atain a coaatan:t 

te~~•rature and ~vapGrsti Jn ot water 1e 1ta primary me.choni f a.r c:ooll?tg •. 

Good easels uc for r1d1ng. Psd1 •• c ola are wbi te, th•1 can trac their 

linolt.4• n.v• igeneraUona baa~. Wben bars'4n1 for a pedigre camel~ t b• 

o el' h ::>lds 

parent, ·lut releasea tJna t.l..nge;-.. he11 the t1dt £alls to tne around, th• 

caael 1• cone1deret! -.,odib-1'& '-' • !'ovr cucrle ar~ £01• l>eering ourdens •. 

b vc hau a g~od ol.".ld.~ relaUonehip 

r..J.,; c.f's . 
\hrough local ~ttafe_. tt 

f 41 I 11at 

pri.nQo of the Sam.tee" 

'l'h Mt nr JNl'lE.S aecor41 to an old t..radl tiou oceup1>1.ad the west coast 

of .Ar11bia. !he! r centu w.s:a ic Arabia but thes •ol'• .c&o ads ac.d o.ften 

ho 
SlJMll ... M14la it• tern1'or.1 bu\ ther• 1a ~ reaaa:i to aa • the 111d1an-

J.tea h 4 or3utz iato ~ uti. n. Vu1 11ttl• ia known about th , 

TUVIA'S n LST is sen.es ot clua of h .. YY alack atuae pillars up 

to thr•• t et bigh nt.b bi'ok•n pi oa ot pillars at.ND all over seV8ral 

hllla. Reed Yegets\1un once tlouriab•d here, r:d.~o.ral• b c • ttach d to 

tho root:s and e•entually enc ed the.. ManJ broken off p1ec e loo}i li~e 

ice c1elee w1 th hol es 1n tbe ceni".r• v ry dense nth .tfb·'¥-gh iron cotitent. 
' .......:;. 
I Ii \ 

> 

- ;,.'-

ll:'V• .. • '"'itBei.t. Shart,.Boue t air)• 1& used to d1tterent1at• 

fl"OD the ed 1 e; al house o:r atone. The tent. 1 110Yen by t tse w en, 
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One room ts for animals. In cold weather the goats are tied inside the 

tent. I t nt is private and outs1•ers are rarely inVited 1nsia•. When 

Visitors come, men sleep nth the man of the house and women sleep w::Lth 

the wife 1n separate rooms. It 1a considered rude to approach from the 

open side of the. tent. One muet cough or create some other noise to 

make bis presence known. 
cJ•~-J· j6~\ 

CAI.COLI THI C SITES- Numerous roolq elopes t)ilt:oagastMJ benlls in th«J wad1 

are places of late Calcolithic or early bronze settlement. Tumaloose are 

heaps of stone with religious s1gn:lf1cance attached to burial, Rocks 

placed in circles were used to hold tents down. "1th very little ses.rch

:l.ng we coulct find nat knives, axes, scrappers, and hammers just lying on 

the surface. Only one such site has been excavated in S1ne1. 

WADI SJ:DRI• WADI S:EIKH- The noor is nat and white. '!'he hills are 

black with orange and red sand heaped against th~ sides, 

MUYAT KUBAK (water1.ng pla •)• is the home of the Su'-1cha tribe. 

about 60 members, of souther~ Sinai. !here has been little contact with 

tourists because only four wh~el drive vehicles can reach the village. 

About ten of us flocked over to see some women drawing water from the Village 
" ..)-ts; c:k:._ 

well. The well with a tripod built over it, is well eu$1i Ed the small 

cluster of stone and mud houoes, We were expected to give them presents 

because we have and they do not and because we are using their land just 

by dr.:t. ving through 1 t and using thtd.r acacia tree by eating under 1 t, 

but they did not stretch out thei.r hands to ask us to give. After the 

presents stopped coming (shoe~ and red cloth were favorites with the 

women end noise making balloons with the children) the women told us t o 

leave~ This 1s not impolite . We were interfering with their work b1 talk

ing w1 th them. The three women had remained s1 tting and standing idly 
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e1eS.ng _ u . lo .Oe SlleA world.ns is degrading but begg:lng is honorable. It 

is not custome17 tor Bedoibs to give thanks, When sutt1c1ent payment had 

been aade ~n candy mad balloons, we were free to tska al.1 the pictures we 

wanted . 

Oil \he bor4er between ~h• eaaqton• hills end 'lae .Griat _Mas:Lt of 

sou\hvn 11.nat., \he terraill changes from low, rugged hills oi' colorad ean._ 

etoae to Ugh eolld re srw \e well .closlns in aro\1114 the wadi. t he wad1 

tlo~r remdas flat and coTered w1 th wb1 te sandy soil, w1 'h areas o t large 

roun4• rocks, ~ow bush.es and acaoia trees. tthe ohanae in the Ill.des .of 
'Jvdd"*'- · 

th• wadi is •• · "j) aa '11• walls .of the oaiqon-.rl.se ~peo.Oaoularly. we l eave 
I (i 1..-U 

••• hf.ltla a.ad U&e ..oarqon ef fect to ~tar a .dde vallQ with -l!llMt grant.ta 

hill• ,. .W. d1 Herera, from now on throughout southern Sinai, DlKES are 

el'Qptione t~o the _~de th.rough 

pl'Otrud1n1f 8t0ne~ · ~·~~-· ~·-.:a~-'~ ,,.~es- are softer _ and ~orm • indnta~on~ . 
.. • • J ·, t ... , .... . ~·· • · • • 

WADI MER~, V~-~ ~ :°'~ tli~~_ .. o.•-ieat 1'as· ~~ , ~lf t\F~~1se .·mizU.J16 dllt' 
~ ·-·'\"' · ~ .. -· ... - .... · ~ · . -

. . . . t . t • • • 
' ., .. .. 

ceater tor the phSl"O.abe, Inecr.LpUons~ .at -the en'rances ·ha'fe been e~thtr 

mo'fed to Gatro•e uewm or tlo\JB up .b7 B• do1.n. -in se~h o.i . t 1Al'quo1se. 

WADI Mt1JtHAfI val.le1 of the ·1nsenpUons or mtiags- '!'he i~scri·pt• 
. ' 

io~ ·-1n ~his waa. an4 ln most pens tJt Aul ue- lfee>slld-atic·• · The7 4at e 

from the stoond ce t11l7 A,.D,. to t.he .. pres t, . file .conten's of such 1nscr:lpt-
~~ ~-.I ''.r,, J ~ 6~ k~ I~ f'u /f,•(/,·~ 

ions are .....,...~ •~llJi ... il .1Js•.• ·--~--·--lfilals~q . 
-tk.. ~ ,_-( -f~ve/o,_S /.,, le~t.-<.. 6<,i. : "4 d;._~...ptJN"~ ... /J~.IL· #,qd · 

~' · "' . ~ 1:aft.·--~~-f: _.;<,:~~~.H.~--·- · ··· 
f i-S-<:.r'~o .. 5 
Mk~ are Nabatoaa;. the eor.Lp\ loo.d.ng almllar ·to Al'abic• dated to 

the eec'lnd and t ·hird -cen\~ri.e~ A~ D't I_t is a ··1"1\dclle -w}Ql all .Nabatean_Sin-
• ,- -. . . . -~.; ' - • . .. -f I..~,,'.,,_ . 

. . , -rro- . . 
scr1pt1ons are ~this• period When ti., l:W?ill' center waa destroyed ·by 

' . 

I I , , 
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the Roman$ in 106 A.D. There are several theories that attempt to e:xpl.tn 

theau 

1. ~e Rabateans were here tor commerce• to lead caravans. Object

ion- The 1nsc1"1ptions are not 11iD1t~d to the main routes but can be found 

even 1n re1AOte places. 

2. The es may 1nd1.cate possession. Objection- Clusters of names 

on lhe same rocks make tb1e illogical. 

:5 ., The Nabateans may have had a holy mountain in Sinai, the center 

of their t:ult. Objection- f!d.4 does not explain the eXS.stenoe of names 

all over southern SinaS.. 

4., The best theory so tar 1s that m1D1ng acliv1t1 was renewed about 

this ti.VIG which would explain the prea nqe of names in the mountainous 

south and the absence ot n•es 1D the aorth. Probably some e.re from pi.l

grims end caravans. 

'!'he value of the 1nscr1pt1ons is ma1D.ly hletol"iaal. shoWing the de

velopm nt that led to the Arabic script. The pl"ivate nouae used by a 

culture tell us what t:lainge th.+ culture valued. In their enthue:l.8.8111 to 

tind traces of the Ieraellt s, memy early scholars inte~preted the 1nscr1pt-

1ons as belonging to the Exodus. Pati.na, the process ot tanning exposed 

light colored rock over the Jeal's• can ollly Bid paleographers in determin

ing the relative dates of two 1necr:tpt1onet not in g1Ving an absolute date 

.frgr 1.n~ripUona. Patlna is a poor cd• rion for dating because inscript• 
+u:--"' 

io~sn a broWD after onl7 a few years. 

A BEDOIN GIRL, 12•1''• ba4 burned her too~ by stepping on hot coals. 

'J.'be Bedoin after an injU17 continues to carry through hie duties as though 

noyh1ng had happened. lhat la a hardahip in western culture is commonplace 

tor the strong Bedoin body. When we offered to t ·site the girl to the hos-

pital, the rather complained ot hie hoarse throat that had bothered him 
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for over a 1eaz. If we could not g:Lve medication to heal the foot, it waa 

not worth the inconvenience to have her taken to a hospital. 

WADI FEIRAN, wadi of the mice, is one of the largest in Sinai. 

CARVINGS are all along the sid•s of the wady. The same style 1s used 

in modern as in ancient 1nscl'1ptions. The influences of the jet age are 
,.pe..~vd :~ fb -fl-- ~f 

already ¥USC•i9as children 4.B S1ne1. Beside the Nabatean camel in-

scnptions on one rock are modern cb1lciren•s canings of jets, tanks• and 

cars. Caning inscl"iptions has become an industry. Many modern white 

cervirags and paintings have been created to attract tourists end money. 

!h Bedo1ns still have senee, not llke tourists, to carve to the side ot 

Nabatean 1nscr:1pt1ons. 

EIN FEIR.Alf- After traveling tor several hours, seeing notld.ng but 

ltarren rock end white ean.d, the brJ.ght green palm trees of the oasis 

appear. 'l'be oasis is scattered in patches, each w:Lth a stone and mud wall 

end.rcU.ng a palm grove. Thia is the largest oasis in Sinai, 8 km. long; 

Fe1ran is a good example of how an, ancient name is preserved. It was the 

name tor the whole pen1nsula 1D Biblical times and Sinai (Sin) was ju.st 

a name tor the area around Mt. Sinai. Graduel.ly Feiran became associated 

onl7 '4th this place. iflSeii ·filil forgot the bietorical explanation be

hind the name but the holes 1n the cliffs around the aas:Ls reminded them 

of mouse holes and the existing name was the same sound as their name for 

mouse so the name remained. The oasis was in ox1stence during the Bib· 

lical period but nothine has been found before the Hellenistic period. 

It was a tlour:Lshiag city and a See from the fourth century onward. During 

Roman times, the third lag1on was stationed here. In the Byzantine period 

!rom the third century onward, Chl'1st1ane came here to study the Bible 

and get close to God. They identified the mountains with Biblical names . 
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The pt>plllaU.on ot mon.!tP snd ... <,rt!itb b.cnme too gl"£>at fol" the ollai to 

support so some moved tartbo~ up the wad1tounciina their own col!relun.1.ty mid 

1Clent11)tms Jellel Mus~ as Mt • .:)inaJ., In tho Arab conquetit, the Christ• 

1flll8 were driven out c~d the ch~~ee ~eet~o1 d1 Jebal Muse. becon:ing the 

onl.3 Mt. S1na1 . .r·roe the sec ... nd to the. aevsnth cent11riea, Ht. Tahn11a , 

1mti•dJ.atel7 behind th• oeaie W&a 1dent1t1od as Reph¢cl:L • Thora ~ re iiV• 

chepol• e:tat1ona ''n t·uu "llouutw.n. Pilsrimo would stop nt •ach atatiat!l to 

pr~ oa- read ep~ropril!te ~ert .. tu.re in ~heir ~limb t.o thfJ SUl!mit. 'rho tJ.ve 

pGalut of Mt• sor•b •l~ ( pi\l:n tl.'~l. G&l'dens of Ba.nl)1 2,e70 metere, it; s.:1oth 

or the oasie end wee be\1~voJ to b• Mt. S1na1 from the eecond t o tha 

and the first ajor perk on ncu& •~~ traveling along th~ coast. It 

c~rtainly looitel 1mpreee:ive onoue,h to be Mt. Bind. :WTt.ROOT are the llt>l•11 

in the sides of tbe chalky cl:t.f Za alongs1de the wadi whore the •GrlY '!hr.At• 

ton har.'l'ita lived 1n very ~\1ote1·.e end harsh conditions. Elr. Fe1J•t!n is 

no\\' the cosa.,,politein o,.sis ot SS.Dai. All th• t.rlbes or Sinai bavt> l'ep. 

reaent t1vos here. Greet tri~lll ~ee1eJ.one are mole hwr • At the wen~ end 
• •~ s."sts a-1· 

tb~ 0aa1s ..a. onl:; groups o!' :me..11 eolp&r&t•~ cluste.rs 01' treos but to the 
<i~.r l~ 

eont !U"e l Jng ~tretoh~e ~! 4ijDJ..,¥pa:k~4 palm aad date t~~•s '1hich fill 

\he • :U.. Th•ee long f't.retct a &l·e i11tond.ttenl.1 brolum up where the 

water table c1ropo to • lo r l.evel., 

1"...00DS- E• n tew years meJor flood covers thci Cl'e5. Th11 Wf'd!. r 
S"' I 

drein.- a Ver/ le.rs• area Md 10 t'll tb1s &rea there is no ••3•ttabove 

the w~d1 tlo)rs) 0 to nold do~n the water. V/1\hin s few mio.utes. '!flthout 

warr.ing., tba tl::>od ie upon tho oaa1s1 covU'1lla the wadi and rolling 

bollders., Ei.:;bt people t1ert) killed 1D the lest fiood in 1968. Within 8 

f ew hDlll'B• th• oasia 1d dry :i1n. 
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CHARAcn'ERISTICS OF BEf.tOIN CULTURE- MECH.!\NICAL GENIUS- The:y hmve t! 

s\:range ability for r~p rintS the machzmical, mald.ng r.n.uJieal 1natrueumta 

ol\t or Junk. Md :-epatr1ns cars \111 th 'dre Gnd tin cnns. I .AC!{ or 1'Uffi!TIOlf

The111' V1tnl1ty tor building and dotn& coi::er· wen outs.1.del4!'.t: nth 11Er1 idet,s , 

motiY tion, end emb1tton ue s.ttractod to the t;roa.. Y,'hon loft t.:i thon-

elvos, the people 9ro ~path tie and etag..~aat. T~o der.~rt oh::mces vor: 

little. stns1 ts once ag6'.ia comine to lite with tbo prosonco ot tourl.Gt~• 

PAREffTAL RELATIONSHIP. Up t.o ag '•' cl".J.ldrar nro in thei.r mother• Q care" 

After this bofs nre t~ Rte~rod to the.tr tgther. A cloca teLde~ rel~t1oz.• 

ship to the parents continues thl"OueJ!out ehildhood. SF.X ROLFS• Dutlcn 

are var, cl.early defin d. 'l'tlklnt; the roat~ out intn tho field and tending 

th ts 1'0trran•e worlt.. Men ere o.sh&rnod to be seen doing tM.n.. Beloin cul.• 

turn a.si:;ign~ inan the rola of rt81--dorwproteetor. All detllil'lG v:1 th ctrcn~ 

ore hia busin&nA. omen 8r to sts.f ~ut ot Bight when ntrccgerc nre 

present. Hen oven cook when e.trang~l"B •~e in the house. AD protectore, 

theJ must ntoy at home • F:v&n 1 t the1 are sl t tJ,ng arourut dr1nk1D.G cot f ee. 

appearing to b9 dotng n~thine1 th 1 •re tulft.lling the1.r pr!mnr1 reop~n· 

S1b111tf ~f the7 sre pt ho e. Men spend p3rt of thei~ time cv<. r eotree, 

ng qu•etions of strangers and by thtc ~at..ntotn Dn excellent intolli~ce 

IJ1&t:•. News ot appro~ching strMsero trnels VfArf tast, EDUCATIOt~- -,_ 
e:~ """":>-t lalfl(J 4"' ._.,-t 4~ 

School le tree but illl9ft ll11KJec=t.&l&fi l uaa. Womon arc happier 1f' 'f 

th97 have not sono to chool~ Edncotion ~e not of any uEe to thee in 

Sinllli end 1:411 just make the d1Peat1 o.ftod wt th t.Jtt' harsh , occil 11 f!i. 

PRES ORIENTATION• Bedo1ne c~n .• ot rod.et money and i111l 1 s 11 antthin.r,: 

to get ttwo 'l'he1 do not thinlt rsr enough c-.hecd to realize they wi l l l!!iee 

the1r posRGRrions if' they sell them. In sr.tte wc1~ the soc,.ety is pB:f• 

chologi~~lly m.;ve healthy than ~eatarn c! •111::-at:lor:.. Th£i P~dci1w d., n':l t 

share our 1nhib1t1ons. fhey are s~l to touch each other more freely &Dd 
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laush more., The pace of 11 ving .1e slower .. 

DATES- Climl4ng a hill, we get the t'Ull impact of the aasls with green 

date palms filling the r1ad1 and stretold.ng as far as we can see. llp to the 

beAd. in the wadl.. ilhe bedoin tam the wadi 1neft1c:S.entl1, al.lowing an 

equal nuraber of r ale and unproduc:ttve male trees to grow.. A more ett.1.cient 

ratio \'IOuld be 90eto. fhe dates here are dr.l.ed and look inedible. They 

havo a hitsher sugu co1itent and. less mo:i.s~ure tben El Arish dates.. The 

trul t 1a ground into a pulp.. Leaves ars woven into baskets,, stems trom 

the beams and croasp!)eces of houses and tha remainder ls burned in cold 

wea~hQ' so that 9V•r~ part o t the palm is uoe4 

An ANCIEIT I.AKE once f1lled the E:1n Fe!ran area., Romaine of this S 

lake are the 7ellow-wbite chalky bills along the sidas of the wadi,. very 

81Dd.lv in oompos1t1on and appearance to tho cliffs ot QUJDrma.. Be4o1ns 
I 

never bU1ld beside them because of danger of cillapse., Beh1n• them tower 

the higher red granite mouu\ains., 'fha higher water table that mekes the 

oaa:Le possible 1e also an evidence ot the lake.. The acacia tree 1e a good 
.,....&, ..:c..ioir-

~it I '6e of elevation• grow:Lag onl.7 between O and 800 feet,. Acec1a trees 

stop growlng in this wadi as the level of the floor climbs toward 1i•;':-M;ua1 

la\llerbee .. 
lcf)..RN/\Vrr 

·~"' I R H1t'•'ft. Black dikes rwmtng along the ridges of red granite hills 

g:l.Ye the etteot of a cook's co~b.. J>1kee become more common and show up 

1n the shape or croeeee and x1 e. 

FOO'l'PRIIWS outlined by clll'Vlng into the rock are found ell over Sl.nai •. 

'!heir exact purp.>se is unkuown l»ut inoy Illlt1 have bae11 uned to seal marriage 

contracts, the father of the br1de1·s pl'int; sisnttyin,g his approval, 'bet.sg 
.C,d<,t.. 

placed between the print of - prtne.r. 

TELN: It LrWM ~ tamal"is.lt• 2 bowl ! , may 
-~~t '(;! ~1'dtf1h 

have gotten its name from the 



process of mixing manna in a 1s 1 patio with water. 

MOSES SEAT- A polished granite stone shows that local t radition has 

been very influenced b7 leilililii-41111111dt:~,..-em~~..,-iie~la::~ldi~:l:m::::t& a 

mixture of Moel.em, Jeneh, and Christian traditions. 

IEBI SI.LEK is the oDly broaze age s1 te in SS.nm. yet excavated. .A • 

chain of eq~e-rowid rooms with adjoining kitchens are situated around 

a larger central, round courtyard.r. !hie is one in a chain of m8J11 such 

stone settlements. Its style is s1milar to A.rad and shows that the 

cultt&ral and aroh1 t;ectural links of this area wei-e w1 th the north. Commercial 

links were with Ea7pt. The main means of subsistence tor the area was 

goat grazl.ns. 

S.ALAKH was an important sheik mentioned in the Koran. Sheik tombs 

are always on the crossroads of two wadis, permitting easy access. The 

ce etary around the tomb can serve several tl':l.bes and the area is recog• 

DS.zed as a m eting place for the tr.I.bes of an area. 

Ill. KATBERIBE'S- The church was built al)out 547 in memory of Justinian's 

wife. Xn the original basilica, s1mplic1t1 was emphasized. Six solid ti 

granite pillars on each side ot the main sanctuary hold up the sLx wood-
ro{f 

en b•aas that support the 11&aa At the end is a hollow vi th a beaut1 tul 

1Dla1d mosaic. In the last 200 years, additions have been made totally 

out of character with the Justinian architecture but more in keeping with 

easterra tastes. An el borate Iconstasius, p8l't1t1on of Icons, was built 

in troat ot the mosaic, the columns were palnted white, a lower plaster 

ceil1ngw1th pdnted sky, stars, sun, and moon was added, along witha marble 

noor. 

Mn'BOD OF BURIAL is part of the mmnk•s conception of life and death. 

The monks practice secondary burl.al. When one dies, his body takes the 
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plao• in th• IJ.ye m o••brJ of the oldest 'bodf ~ !he olcleat l>onea are 

takeQ out, dieaaatl•d ud b.Ooae oae ot maiq in heapa It ans, legs~ and 

skulls, Aa the1 ware one in lite, so thq wish to be one in death and to 
. . 

tur'h• illustrate tbat mu ia onl.1 tleah and bones. a•condaey burial m~ 
I ' 

ha'fe been dU'ted out ·ot neces*1'1t to p:roteot '11• boai•s fro• ou\Ss.cle 

., ..... aud latel" a pbi.ioeoplq was developecl to "· justif7 it. 

~ Bll'llll OJ' t'OURIS'IS- ~h• monaa\e17 was equipped to handle the s'•-"Y .· ,. . "' ~ 

tncllle of p1181'1m'a ihat came to 'f18lt ln past centuri••• 'but the currat 

tlood ot \oUl"ista ha destro1ed the ataoephere of the mosaa\er1: Young, 
.. ' .. . • .... ... .. t .. . . ; ; i ~.... .. 

ln•~u:t.eao1d oDIU 4tal with '1ae tou1e\s, rubing tha thl'ou,gh .th• grounds 

in group~. .le manJ u 100 •ovlsts a night, fl.Jing don troa Jensalea, . . -

atar in the monut•1'1 dona,ory. 
- ' 

monaat•i-J. fhe monks who came here tor aenoue prqer and stuq are anno7-., .. .. 

ed to have so UD1 toun.ste Unurbiaag tha. Oae gets the 1mpreea1on that 

th• pft.•ata cue onl7 for mone1, but tb• \our.l~a have beha't'ed so badly 
. . ·.· .. 

tha\ the monks were forced to fence in the stacks ot bone • 

St. IQher.Ues is bullt in a ·~· against •he aide ot a ~•red 
grma1te -peak. fte wad1 comes ou• onto a small plain on which one scholar 

c-1.culated •b.$t tuee million people could cup and each would haw• one 
• : I '" 

0 

' • 

0

, .._~ , , • ' I 
0 

' • - '• • ' 

sq•an "eter of apace. All around tbis plalu1ae hlgb red granite mount-
• I • • • "' \ ,.. 

a1ns. .. 
PROBLDI OF MT. SIBAI• the" •• two methods tor dete"4Dins the »

location ot Mt. Sinai. 1) Bettina up a route ud looking for a mountain 

along the route or 2) loold.ng tor a certaa kind of mountain regardless 

of the l"O te. lone scholars beli_.• Kt. Slna1 must be volcanic because 

ot the •oke• quaking, act thunder aenU.oned :111 coDnection with it in 

Exodus 19. !he peak was moat prol>abl.7 in aouthern 8:1.nai because the onl1' 



1nspil"ing mounta:l.ne are hen. Sera\taal 1e \he first and most impressive 

moua,an nee th• coasi 1n \he laraelite•s tllgJat t1r0 lupt. .lt Jebel 

M- there le much water tol" g•dtae. th• Davt.Uo monarchf ·~ have 

obli\nat-4 911 traoes of llt. S1na:l to proteo\ Mt Hor.Lah•s reputation. 

fh•r• 1• ao amaUou ot llt. 81na1 ln the B1bl• after bodue ''· ·fte nae 

' Horeb i• a de8C1"1ptlon of an area. memd.q "drJ'aesd. It 1UJ be a desol'ipt-
r .... a..>i-J 

ion or the ••• c lit. at.Dai. 

BEER IU'BA (7ellow) ls a '7pt.oa1 Oalcoll~c te estcbU.abed at the 

J\IDot.s.on ot 'wo tmponant wadis• ladi Saal and Wadi B ~eJ. • W'll lkt·d .-:. 
·--JEBXJ.IU..t n beang 1,000, are 'h• newest td.be of llllalt descendants 

ot 200 Roaan eoJ.dlei-a bJIOusht 1u. froa laden hrop• bJ JuaU.ai.en to def.end 

lite aou.n...,. lhe11' l'elat1ou!dp to tbe aonuteri hp tnd1t1onell1 been 

oae of ela••*'I• !he aoake hav• 3ut ptlld them bnad fol' their work but 

~hQ have aleo had the aecUi.Q of the mo \er7 in tiaes of dleiresa. 
Sc.~ 

t \he7 conUnu d to · the onute1'7 -

lerael offered th• jobs attw 1967 .pd 4• th less dependent on th• 

aonQ\•J7t whloh w:S.11 nev•r af.n • abl• to lJ.d.og them back 11lto serfdom. 

!h• nlaU.oublp of th• J•1d.J.7•a w1 th. other •ab• ie poor. Daughters oz 

the JebilJ•• ee coae.t 9"4 beaaU.hl., edoutA dll not P,v• the:l.1- 4anptere 

w u ot the JebilJN ut Will let thdl' soaa mar17 dauglltel"a ot th• 

Jeb117••• fh•7 are nat • ft.gb.tlag tr.I.))• bu' produee 'h• beat builders, 

11••' ••di01ne aen, ad est D'ltere beoaue ot thdr contact w.t.th the a 
moaas••l7• the onaatft7 does zaot consider its m1as1on to convert th• 

tribe lHlt until 1967 the lwo nr• 4epddent on each other. 

VEGJ:fWOR, uzarALL OF BilfAI- About 1 1/4 inches or 30 mm falls :1.n 

the hiah•r mountains, ud less in 'h• rest ot 81.na1, Vegetation of It. 

lather:ln•• ie t7pical of the eteppes. 'lhe Rodim b\tSh, producing 

'beautitul 1da1te nowers this time of 7ear, is ve17 useful to the Bedouin. 



lta thla leavea can be uaed to 1sD1t• fires, and l'• stem• cu be u ed to 

make ollRooel, !Id.a ia tile buab , ... , baa '•• scattered tb&toqhout moat 

of Ule wa4l• ff have t••eled tbnap. tbe Aoacl•''"•'• roo'• go don 

t0-20 .,.. deep. A fn Ht.bl• P1•'• pow la &:lad. b11• no' enoup \o 

aniY• oa. Ille Bedo111D .... ,... .. ...... Bedo1d.D ... 4epeadut OD 'h• 

clatH fl'Oa o..S.•t aoe's• a.a. and flou troa tl'ade. GNld•a ot tu goats 

ud bUftlbs of tlae Macia ti'••• '° pl'Odu oe obUooal uae4 up much ot the 

•ea•tatloa, there waa • h 110•• Yege\aUon ln tile 'la• ot 'la• bOctu bat 

• ..., li •tie eunuo 01an1•• IYUJ ana bu i'• oa ohenot•,i..U.c D•ti•• 
plate. la e»pea 11149 p1dae1 tile dad o blow aon tne11 Md t• gete 

CGldel'a 

naon ot Us•• and u.au vapa an 8'111 made b7 BedolllD. 

ld.oe, •4 Id. ... -· ...... Ratabl••· moaawa •• ,.. ud gaHll• ••n hunt

ed out - BeCo1d.a •4 pt.lgrlu ao , ... , tbQ _.. now au.act. 

•&•MllB (plUNl of 11J)• .re all o••• Slut. b11t 11or• 'h• 30 are toUDd 

oa 8"eral ld.lle la 'bl• area, aatouobed. edo11ia legea4 a&1e thQ ere 

lnall\ IQ' 'b• l....U••s '° po,cct tb ... lT .. from Illes and 11oaqd.toe. 
Lo.:..o-1 sfo'*>.~ Jlu"-5 ~l,..,: 1-1 '-'P 
llledl••....,uttlte ••APl:QMn a cl"11lu •81 Shd1aal.1J coming together 

at 'h• '°P la a 4oae4 l'Oof• All eatna••• , ... " ' OI' ao tbanst and ell 

ba•• ...:ll atnuee1 often too --11 to crawl •uoq1a. Mlmal ud human 

lao&M an round llUd.4•• fbe Aa• •ada'oa• elaba ot wllioh the .tnotures 

_.. tald.1'- 1:4•4 i.a perfec\11 d Ul 'be un48toll• oll tte lo tile baokgrouncl 

ud the loo• el.ab• of aand8•0A• J.Jlns all U'Ouad. secondar1 budal was 

paotioed ben. once a year, tl'i.1tee would come h re \o '•1 their dead 
·,h 

<• repnauta'1•• part) in tbla holy spo\ ud bnq sifts ot vessele, beads• 
R."' ahelle1 etc. to the tombs. Each Raoa •as a tally •trlbal grne. Beads 



ae d1tterent from Na.mos to lfamoe, each tl'1be appareot11 had its on deqn. 

In the early bronze p'91'iod1 it aa V•r7 important to h ve a central hol.1 

place tor bud.al. Th• Jewelr7 h re le t7p1cal of ihe Ear~ Bronc• age, 

J,OOo s.c. A eo~•t1 bl&S.lt tb•s• who attached great 1 po..-anoe to ~ 

hoJ.7 places ror the t.lnal. nstins plaoe ot bOnes but d:Ld not mind leaVS.ng 

them tor long pel'lods ot ti e and 11Ving tar ••81• AD emple ot tb1• 

ouatcm 1e round 1n the buli.al ot Jo eph, Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham at the 

tsmi.11 toab la Bt1bron. The crcb.itectue le more Sn1t1c than EQpU.A and 

here too, \he cultural UDks were d'b the north and the chtd.n or ••ttl.., 
u.!-eJ 

mate tl'Oll Arad to N•bi Salakh• 'l'he Ra 1e were tor a pe:dod of 200-300 
~ 

yuro by a las• populaU.on~over • luge geosrapld.cal area. !n on• llaoa 

alone ware found 12? npresmat U.ve boD••• Moat are not loUD.d intact be

ou 8edou1o uae th for shelt r ad burial of thdr goats. 

WADt BAJAJ• th YallQ' ot the p11gr1 a 1• 1'1ch 1d.th inscrlptione, 

Modem P1lsnme t~olt '111• ndi in their tre& to Meoca and earl1 Christian 

p1l~li.ma used 1\ on their wez \g st. K th•l"ill••• C el inacriptlons are 

uauall,J all. Cl'lteri.on that ad :a.n 'hat.I' 4aU.os area 1) if one 1• on 

cantd over anoth•• 2)cer\at.n world-wide changes that occ1U"red in e'11•a 

of drallinse, and 3) inscriptions ot the a • period bealde the • Popular 

motifs an c el , ibex, and ah1pe. Pft.ra1U.ve draw.I.as onl1 tries to 

arrest moYement• o tha' palm \rees ue nevei- CU'V d, 'lb• camel 1s a 

late divelopaeut, 0Dl1 do eeticat d in the 11th or 12th centur1 eo thos~ 

cal"Vinge could not be older. some c ela are pictured '11th square bumps. 

Thie 1a \he Moaal, a box first used to oarr J wealthy ladies and lator to 

C&rf7 the KOl'8Da 

EIN CBUDRA waa the first s\ation along the p1lgl'im1 B route tor Chri.et-

1ans coming from Et.lat. The Romans maintained the etation to control the 
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eaet ot S:t.nai and l"OUtea into the interior. At th1e oaale 1e an abundant 

supplJ ot weter. Bbol'tlJ after ihie atop, the pilgrims bed to cliab 

Y•rJ steep bill and croas the nde wadi in \he hot sun, until th•1 had 

another good place to reet, thia ti.me in the shade of the rock wall• along 

a bend ln the wadl. Greek Chl'letian inscriptions ou ihle rock d•'• betwocn 

the fovt.b ad datb eentuiee. Bebnw equ-.e obaractora ud menora maJi 
,._ .. ~ 

have been bJ gld.dee. Th• menora has only been a Jewish 91mbol m.ncfl th• 

second c tUl7• Most p1lgl'1me muet haYe been discouraged froa the h•at 

and their wear.lness at 'his ~11 stag• along the route for some in•cr1pt1ons 

readl "O God ble soul, help •"• ... God, o Chr18', b lp 1our " t 

fheodol'U8", •o God bless •" Cbli.atien 911lbols tor the cross and the trinity 

an also plenUtul. .&ooord1ng to the Southern Theory, E1D Chudra, ia tbe 

alte ot Buuoth1 (II b r 11135). Already in the tim• of Moses there was 

a trad1t1on ot • s a•tached to the p~ece. The Z8D1 trlb , look d down 
1;vat-L1<· 

th•1 ar newcomers. ~he7 ar• poorer and ~eg 

•ore than other Bedouin. 

ADJ HU.AJ• In tile aRenoon, the heat is penetrating and the sun ••1'7 
br.l.gbt. The wadl noor is 111.de d aand3' oballq •hi te. Tile a1d•• al·• 
steep, white or light b.J'OWD in color so that 'n91 renect •11 light veq 

well. Tb• ak,J la deep.::445-ll!!!lta-1 blue tyn though 1\ is the ld.ddl• of tho 

dQ• A ellght bneze, Whea blowing, koepe ~•• trom getti.ng too hot. lt 

i• •8111 barren and desolate. 

MtJYAT MLEICHES- (good), m111 b• u ed bacqs• ot tb• epnnsa 11hich 

tlow out at the fault between tb• eandetone and granite. ~he w.ade~61'0Wld 

watertable follows the line bet een the sedimentary and graiute because 

it cannot penetrate the sranS.te. Bedouin do not 11T• hero beceuse ther 
t< ... '4'i 

is no food for eoate but the1 come ae far as four km to draw water. 



YmcllTA!ION COB 91• Bedoa:Ln uae the thorDe of the Acacia to pierce 

ears and nose fol" the weal'lng ot Jenlr,J, and aa needles. Th• leper 
buJ (, /re. .J ~.a~ p i~r I 

bueb be8l's a sott, re4.s••e' flttd.t. l's 11M11J can be soaked 1n ult 

ad nn .. ar tor ulada. 
.,:<S 

NURIBBA- A outle wu 'built here in tu 11880•s • a nault ot be 

boJ'delt dlapat• 'Ht•• lgpUau ucl 'luna. It oai, oozud.ated of a 

torUtloaUon aoad the eprlJl8 but \bat 1• all tbat •U needed. Who

ev•r ooabole Ule epl'iq control• lhe whole area, ao depeadant S.s the 

local popllla'1on oa \he oaole. 

fhe ftMRA VIJ.J.EYla v•l'I 1'1ch la coppel'. A falt lo the ltablu saDd• 

stoae nposea ''• llaue 1• no eaUoa of Solo ou•e mi.Ding actiVitJ ln 

tbe Bl.bl•• 'fh• pel'locla of nd.das aoU.Yl'1 at till al'• ••1 1) th• c.i
oolit!llo or ••17 Bronze qe pVS.od• 3'°°92'00e con•emporQ17 nth the 

lawmd.a, R) the elsh'MA'b ad DinetHA'b Qu&tles ot F.gypt, 1t.5Q0.1 1 100 

a.c., coat p0ra17 td.th serablt1 and 3) the zan'1n• pel"iod. lfbere ere 

no mdacee ot copper mint.zag dut.q solomon•e U.m•1 960 a.c. • •B•thor 

'•Pl• ls buUt qallad \be cliff wall ln the Yall8J• lacladed in the 

temple an a cout1arcl and Ho1¥ of bollea room. saall votl•• objec'e d 
15"1•.:<h 

a bra&a • • '•• wae found here. t'he pi'eaaaoe of 'bl• temple here meane 

that !:srpt con\ro11 d all or Si.Diil end tbe lesav at th• time of the Exodus. 

On• worahlpper of Ha,hor climbed 'h• bill end l•f' an 1necl"1pt1on on the 

stone nll !al.ah abo•e thetempl•• PbU'oah ls pic\ued holdS.ns a bowl ot 

•etal up to Htlhor. Be\hor S.• uan Id.th onde te•'• SUD dial on her 

bead and a balmace 1a her baad1 Pooa1blJ •el~ng men• s eoula. The phazooah 

la probal>l7 Rae•• DI who reigned 1n 1200 s.c. or earlier. '.\'hie may be 

the land t:Jf .&tti.Aa he took and it eo, be 87 hoe \akon. 'l'reaejordan al110. 


