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( Dear Stephen. 

8270 Denver Street 
Ventura. California 9J004 
September 15. 1981 

It has come to my attention that you are now available to receive 
communications from your friends. Over the years we have r eceived news con­
~erning your welfare from various sources. I am very. very pleased that con­
rtitions have much improved for you. We thank the Almi~ht for tbis, and feel 
that our petitions have been answered. It is our unrlcrstanding that you are 
r.ow home with your wife. I would appreciate more informat i on about you, your 
health, ~n~ the welfare of your family. What Arc you doin~ with your time 
t hese days? ~1y reason for making these inquiries is the f act that I feel the 
sam e brotherly love toward you as I did when we knew each oLher dt1ring my 
residency in Tsingtao in 1945-46. 

Le t me tell y6u about myself. I am a high school (s ec ondary) teacher. On 
January JO, 1949, I married Doris Rinell, the dnu~hter of Oscar nnrl Hellen 
~ inell of Kiaohsien, Perhaps you knew the Rinells. They w~ re Swectjsh citizens. 
8oris and I dated in Tsingtao, and she worked in the Fa be r l~spital . She now 
~s a r egistered nurse, working for a Christian physi c i~n. We ha ve four childrer 
two bo ys Rnd two girls, all grown now. The oldRr boy, L0nn8rt, is thirty-one 
years old, engaged to be married, Rnd Jives n n:1 r Amsterdam, The Ne therlands, 
He is involved in Christian youth work. The youn~e r boy, c~rcy, an Rutom6bile 
r1echanic, is twenty-six years old, and is in cha rge of t ransportation at a 
1;hristian college in Los Angeles, · California. Our olrl er clr-rnrr hter, Meilynn (a 
Chinese name), is married to a computer sci entist, who hi mse lf ia ~deacon in a 
naptist church in Northern California. They have two boys, six ~ nd seven years 
<ild. Our younger daughter, Carolynn (Cookie) , is mnrr i0d t o ::i. yo ung m::m •,vho 

( vorks in the oil fields here. They have a lovely daughter ·?h o j s n-Jarly two 
.1ears old and a baby boy who is just a couple of nfonths ol d . 

I went through college and seminary, and was a navy ch~plain for over five 
years. While serving at sea, I visited Japan on numerous occasions, and also 
~ong Kong. Als~ I served on Taiwan for two years. Although I am now involved 
1n public school education, I have been a principal and superintendent of a 
~~ristian school which included grades one through twelve, 

I am still in contact with the family of S~t. Earl 1reton, the director of 
:nusic in Tsingtao who was killed in a train wreck shortly nftP.r ·1 eaving China. 
J visited his family only once many years ago, since thny live near the east 
coast of the United States and I live on the west coast. lie hri.d a dau~hter, 
~~ndra, who, with her husband and children, visited us here in California a few 
months ago. She is a lovely Christian woman, and sings )n ~ professional 
Christian musi~group. 

Years ago while studying at Wheaton College in 1llinois, I met Dr. Bob 
? ierce shortly after he had spoken in Tsingtao. lie told me many wonderful 
t "1ings about you and the work you were doing there. Your ach)evements and 
~~ai thfulness has not gone unnotices. "Well done, you p;ood and faithful servant. 
J ob Pierce died of leukemia about three years ago. He had a ~reat ministry, . 
~ounding and directing a large Christian agency thRt cRrcd for thousands of ,; 
nr phan children. He accomplished many other great things 11lso, hut always was~ 
2 very humble man. The organization he founded is World Vision. 

A lady whom you know visited· us in Ventura about four years ago. Her name 
~ ~ Mary Wong, She knew·you · durine the time Bob PiPrc e was in Tsinetao. She 
:ow is in charge of an organization that hRs Chinese Chrl~tian centers in 

--Hrope, and perhaps the United States too. Her headquarters is in London, 
,/. ~1.:sland. (/! qil{ IJJ,\N{.. '..{/,i-5 Sr', I (_ UfJVt-;-;_ fdOl?J /hr-,_ ·:::-.r.r)··; fl~ ~ .. -" 

\Vould you kindly conve ~ greetings t o others l knew in Tsingtao', espec.:J 11 

· :i lly my de Fir friend ~l ter Jl_an, the music d ir0ctor, if he is sti 11 there. 
If possible, I wartt- very much to communi c;i te with you. T hn.ve been faith­

f ul in remembering yoJ in prayer ~yer since we parted, which was August o~ 1946. 
·; od bless you, my dear brother. Sincerely yours, '' (\). . 11 Bernard Holmquist 

' ' ' II • ,,-. J7.>' -' -,,_I .r ,.V-J.. {~( _({_ . ,~ t_• p,• .. , 



Mrs. Mary Wang 
4, Earlsfield 
London, SW18 JDW 
En~land 

Dear Mrs. Wang: 

8270 ' Denver Street 
Ventura, CA 93004 
January 22, 1986 

A letter was received from Dr. Torrey Johnson, founder of Youth for 
Christ. He requested that I gather information about Youth for Christ as 
it existed in China and, more specifically, Tsingtao Youth for Christ. 
This information will be included with other documents about the Youth for 
Christ movement and placed in the Billy Gr~ham C~nter at Wheaton College. 
Later t his information is expected to be used in a book that is expected 
to be written about Youth for Christ. Since you were involved in Tsingtao 
Youth for Christ, would you kindly provide us with whatever information 
·ou c:=in give. 

When you visited us here a few years ago, you said that you were led 
to the Lord at a Youth for Christ meeting in Tsingtao under the ministry 
of Dr. Bob Pierce. Undoubtedly there is no one available who is better 
qualified to tell the story of Tsingtao Youth for Christ 1than yourself. 
Also it would be interesting to learn how Youth for Chri~~ influenced 
your life. · 1 . 

Our elder- son, Len, ivisited China last Octoper and Noyember, lectur­
i ng in Chinese universities for Apple Computer Company. Rev. Stephen 
Wang met him on the train at the station. Len was able to visit other 
Chinese friends, including my wife's best girl friend and Principal Wang 
of the Swedish Baptist school that was located at Kiaohsien. Principal 
Wan~, who is over ninety ··years old, knew both my wife's father and grand­
f ather. Stephen is very much back in the Lor_d' s work. Len attended 
Sunday services at the old Christ (German Lutheran) Church, which has 
a Sunday attendance in excess of a thousand. He was able to visit 
Kiaohsien itself and met two dear friends of the Rinell family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fong, both over ninety. Mr. Fong had been a teacher in the school. 

Len had been doing Christian work in Europe for a number of years. 
Before that he ha.d studied -under Dr. Douglas Young at the .. American Insti;i; 
t ute of Holy Land Stud~es in Jerusalem and then obtained his M.A. in Old 
Testament and Hebrew at Wheaton. While visiting Len in Amsterdam, our 
s on Carey and I stayed at your Chinese mission. I was quite qttite proud 
of the fact that I had met Mary Wang. 

I understand that you are acquainted with Alice (Rinell) Hermansson, 
who lives in UpB~ala, Sweden. Lolli (Alice) and my wife, Doris, grew up 
-c ogether in KiacfJsien and are first cousins. We saw Lolli and her daughter 
Annli a year ago October in Saffle, Sweden. We were all there attending 
our son Carey's wedding. He is serving with Greater Europe Mission, but 
currently is spending a term at Letourneau College in L~ngview, Texas. I 
s uppose you know that Lolli has lost both her husband, Ak~, who was a 
pr ofessor at the university there, and her father.., Rev. Egron Rinell. 

Doris expects to travel to Sweden this spring for her father's nine-
t i eth birthday. Both her father and mother (at eighty-seven) and doing ~ 
quite well. 

We are pleased that we are still on your mailing list. Tt is always a 
bl essing to learn how the Lord is working through you and your mission. 

''<ll--~ ,, Sincerely yours, 
Bernard Holmquist 
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8270 Denver Street 
Ventqra, CA 93004 
April 1, 1983 

L ~ ~·'\ ... /A"'-' t)1 e"· r; r'°\ It+ T DA 
Dear Oscar, i..T \ ~ ~t.· ·~ 

It was thirty-ei ?.ht years -a <;o today that I boarded a troop 
ship and left the ·l•ort of San Diep;o, California, to sail for Guam, 
than l~nded 0n Okinawa on my birthday, May 27th, wh~re I saw combat 
with the sixth Marine Division, then br]efly ba:ck t -. Guam, and fin­
ally ~ailed to Tsin[tao, China. 1 remain0d in Chinn less than a 
year, but during tha t time I develope~ a lasting re2rect for the 
Ch1ne~c people, the3r 'culture, and their country. ~ s you know, our 
home here in Ventura is filled with Chin°se furnitu~c and art. Ar~, 
it least once a week we go to one of the many Chinns e restaura~ts in 
town for Chinese fo od (Mandarin preferred). f11ost s··rvicqr.len returne d 
home with souvenirs, ~nd I was the no exce ption. I w~s able to ac­
quire the best Ch~na h~d to offer: a lovely Swedish bri de. 

My he~rt still i s in China, although I know th e d?y of foreign 
interfe rPnce there is r.ver. I -personal 1 y think the Shine se are wise 
in their policy of c0~~rolling their forci~n contacts. I ~m completely 
confident th3t they e r ~ do a far better job in runnin~ the ~r own affairs 
than would be done w ~ ~! foreigri intervention. Appare~tly th~ Chinese 
pol i cy is one of accep:~ nr, from the West 'what is r,ood and vr'li'"' t .is applic­
able t o their society, ;1nd rejecting Western ideas anrt ide2l s that are 
unacceptable. What complaint can anyo!ie have with s uch a '!:' ~·-2 ::!tical . 
nolicy? W~, in th 0 West, want to offer assistanc~ to our 2hinese 
friends ( cor:side:r i ' '.~ China itself a :'r i end) , but '''G mus t c:.ccept China' s 
prerof3?. ti ve of 2.cc r ntine what it vm.nts and re jec-"; i ' .g wh:> t it. does not 
want. And wh~re C1 'na does accept our assistance, it ~ust be in the 
spirit of equals w r ~king together, trother to brot ~er. China, too, hps 
~any th i ngs to o ffp ~ the West. I a~ not only sps~king of rn~ terial items , 
tiut c6ncepts from their rich cultural heritaee. 

T h~ve heard r~ports that China is poor a~~ , de~endi~~ on how one 
looks at it, I ~u ~· o si this is t~ue. I have he~r~ that China lacks 
~ef ical expertise, ~nd I suppose that it true tno. I have he ard that 
ctrra ls l~cking ir various technical skills, ana ~opare~tly th2t is 
true also. But I d0 see !liany positive things in c;.._, ina. China is ur,ifj ed. 
There are not bani':.i ~ armies ov£rrunning the pop1.ilnu::;. A~l China is eat-
ing (:=md that is no little 2.ccomplish~rient for a "b ~ ~lion people): I can 
reme~ber a China that was stRrving and I can 're~P~t~r fine, respectable 
Chines~ tRking foo~ out of the U.S. m~rine g~rbav~ cans. I 0nderstand Chin~ 
has an organized p-ogram cf mPdical care, thou~~ -o t yet adequate to meet 
the needs' of the people. But they do have rnedic2 l care! When I entered 
Ch i na over thirty- seven years aeci , most Chinese wEre just left t~ die. 
And who is to say ~hat medicine in ~he West is so ~reat? Sweden has had 
a brain-drain bec8 ti se it has not been able to hold 5ts medical nersonnel, 
In the United StPtPS ~edical care is becoming too expensive for.anyone 
but the very rich unless one is fortunate to have mP dical insurRnce (wh i ch 
is very expensive)'. But, most of all, the Chines8 can now hold their 
heads high; they 8re respected by the world and, best of all, they h2ve 
self-respect. This fact is not only true on mainl8 nd China, but aMong 
the Chinese the world-around. Say what we may choose to comment on the 
Chinese revolution and the things we have considrred unaccept2ble about 

(over) 



it, China is in a better position today than jt has been in hundreds 
cf years. Besides, let's face it, it has been the Chinese people 
themselves who ·1re the ones who have facPd extremely difficult times. 

1 YPt, they have come throu~h it; ~nd done quite well at that, consider­
ing the fac~ thny number a billion.people. 

1 

I think friendJy relations will i ncrease as time passes. But we 
must be patient with en.cJ .-ntJ- er. And when Ch:i na says, "No," we must 
accept their r i~ht to m~ke thE~r own riecisions. We must respect 
China's laws PV~n as we expect them to respect ours. I a m speaking 
specifically of the smu~gling of a million Ejblns into South China. 
No matter how ncbl~ the intentions of those pe o~le were, they were 
breRking Chinese law. TJ1e Unjted States would not stand .for such a 
thjng if Chin~ were to smug~le thjne~ into the ~ tates. I have spoken 
to many Americ::in Christians about tha t incidPr,t. and rr.ost thint< it wa::: 
a wrong thing to do (both pastors and layr1en ). As Chrir::tians, ··we above 
all people.1 s'l ou 1.d res7Ject and k s:: en t'Yic? law. T-:- is irtcidents like that 
'that V'.rill c2us ~ distrust ano f>Uspician between rieopJes 2nd nations. 

_ I am i~i~ rest~d 1n ~ecom5ng involved in so~ethine 5n relation to 
C~in~. My th jn~ing 'goe~ something like this: China is int~rested in 
obteinin~ 'tPc h 11~ cal exp~rtise and technical ho~ks. ~Y ccntRcts and 
tr~ining relnt0 to the oJogical m~terials. Tec~nical b0oks jnclude 
theological ma -:. .. -· rials. Much j n "che 'are2, of tl1eologic2.l rr.c:. tcrj als is 
not worth bothe~ing w3th. l would like tr work throu~h th8 offici2l 
Chinese goverriment to mfil to ' Chinose . pastor~ Rnd theolo~ians · mRterials, 
but onl~- m- t e r:ials the~r1~·: oulrl request. It is vnderf'too(1 t!rnt.. c.ue to the 
differF~ce in our currdncy, tbey could not pay for this materials. But 
possj bl ; r I could approach cr.u.r-ches to i:·ick up the cost of this pro.iect. 
All th :i !::~ mJJst be done legalJ_y, otherwi!::e it .wou~1.d not be Christian i(, 
:i.ts rnet ]·,or1 ology. f-.s I understanii thr- situation 'in China, I do not third~ 
the C.hines r- r; oveJ":r1f'!ent is opposr;d to Christian -.ec:-,ni c2.l m?_ ti:::.ri a ls. 

_ C}1risthmi ty and 'the Bible ti::.aches the suprort o:'." t.h~ .:-; (wernrrirn"t powers 
thRt exist, Rnd chances should be reade by legal ~e2ns. 1~is i~ not to 
s?-.y th;:-:"t Shristhms alv;ays do the !'ir,ht things; t~.::: y 2.rr humar: ';c:inr3 suo­
.i'ect io all tne !·tu:rie'1: fra.:.J. tit: s. ·nut perh2.ps ycii.;. ·:,1 111 hrive opport mi ty 
-: n exrose this irlr;~ of mine to some officials a m: ':·:c:stors in C!·.ina. I 
coi.:1.C. obt2in lis+:s from publishers cf b 0 o}~s tha"t :·.re P.vr-dl2ble 1 r:;hd they 
coulc! ch oose wha": thev want. Bnt J bel i eve v•,re v:c:<~d !1c:.ve to have some 
scrt of clearancn ' frb~ the Chirese ~ nvernmFni. 

/.. fe\~' perso:.r.'l things. Plrc.a8e crmvey: my ~ '.'""'t.lr.t;s to Rev. Stephan 
Wan;~ 8Y-.d other C'~~tY!PSf: 'I knov.: in T~'in§:'"t' ;;; :i . TelJ , i.r-r1hrn J hr-ive phorPd 
l'{! :'s, Che!"ry Chan::: 8.nd we expect to attc:nd her Cr" ·,..cJ· tl~is ·Sundc; y evcn5nc. 
~rs. ChRn~'s htist ~?1 d, now d~ceased, found ed the Chtn esP Mnndarj~ Baptist 
Churc~ ~n Los A~~Dles. As for vour books, some : r~ on their w2y to 
Swede~, but it j~~~outtful thev ~ill R-rive befc~~ yov leave. But thev 
will hE•lp yo'u to 1.n:·i te your reports about China 1~r,.~ the Gotl-.enbere news­
paper and church periodicals (after you return ~ r Sw~den). Other books 
~ re ordered '2.nd ··.0ilJ be mailed as soon R.: -:liey c: r ·' i .. e. 

!Vic..ny than}:f~; your book ,just a:rri ved: "Ghir:; , A Visual Adventure." 
Hav(' not had a c'.-,?nce to do more than "::'lip throw>; !": its pages very briefly. 
\'le wish you a pJ. f:::-. s2nt trip; our prayers Go with :·ou. PleRse express our 
good will to thE· :hinese people w~Pre evc:r you g 1. 


