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8270 Denver Street 
Ventqra, CA 93004 
April 1, 1983 

L ~ ~·'\ ... /A"'-' t)1 e"· r; r'°\ It+ T DA 
Dear Oscar, i..T \ ~ ~t.· ·~ 

It was thirty-ei ?.ht years -a <;o today that I boarded a troop 
ship and left the ·l•ort of San Diep;o, California, to sail for Guam, 
than l~nded 0n Okinawa on my birthday, May 27th, wh~re I saw combat 
with the sixth Marine Division, then br]efly ba:ck t -. Guam, and fin
ally ~ailed to Tsin[tao, China. 1 remain0d in Chinn less than a 
year, but during tha t time I develope~ a lasting re2rect for the 
Ch1ne~c people, the3r 'culture, and their country. ~ s you know, our 
home here in Ventura is filled with Chin°se furnitu~c and art. Ar~, 
it least once a week we go to one of the many Chinns e restaura~ts in 
town for Chinese fo od (Mandarin preferred). f11ost s··rvicqr.len returne d 
home with souvenirs, ~nd I was the no exce ption. I w~s able to ac
quire the best Ch~na h~d to offer: a lovely Swedish bri de. 

My he~rt still i s in China, although I know th e d?y of foreign 
interfe rPnce there is r.ver. I -personal 1 y think the Shine se are wise 
in their policy of c0~~rolling their forci~n contacts. I ~m completely 
confident th3t they e r ~ do a far better job in runnin~ the ~r own affairs 
than would be done w ~ ~! foreigri intervention. Appare~tly th~ Chinese 
pol i cy is one of accep:~ nr, from the West 'what is r,ood and vr'li'"' t .is applic
able t o their society, ;1nd rejecting Western ideas anrt ide2l s that are 
unacceptable. What complaint can anyo!ie have with s uch a '!:' ~·-2 ::!tical . 
nolicy? W~, in th 0 West, want to offer assistanc~ to our 2hinese 
friends ( cor:side:r i ' '.~ China itself a :'r i end) , but '''G mus t c:.ccept China' s 
prerof3?. ti ve of 2.cc r ntine what it vm.nts and re jec-"; i ' .g wh:> t it. does not 
want. And wh~re C1 'na does accept our assistance, it ~ust be in the 
spirit of equals w r ~king together, trother to brot ~er. China, too, hps 
~any th i ngs to o ffp ~ the West. I a~ not only sps~king of rn~ terial items , 
tiut c6ncepts from their rich cultural heritaee. 

T h~ve heard r~ports that China is poor a~~ , de~endi~~ on how one 
looks at it, I ~u ~· o si this is t~ue. I have he~r~ that China lacks 
~ef ical expertise, ~nd I suppose that it true tno. I have he ard that 
ctrra ls l~cking ir various technical skills, ana ~opare~tly th2t is 
true also. But I d0 see !liany positive things in c;.._, ina. China is ur,ifj ed. 
There are not bani':.i ~ armies ov£rrunning the pop1.ilnu::;. A~l China is eat-
ing (:=md that is no little 2.ccomplish~rient for a "b ~ ~lion people): I can 
reme~ber a China that was stRrving and I can 're~P~t~r fine, respectable 
Chines~ tRking foo~ out of the U.S. m~rine g~rbav~ cans. I 0nderstand Chin~ 
has an organized p-ogram cf mPdical care, thou~~ -o t yet adequate to meet 
the needs' of the people. But they do have rnedic2 l care! When I entered 
Ch i na over thirty- seven years aeci , most Chinese wEre just left t~ die. 
And who is to say ~hat medicine in ~he West is so ~reat? Sweden has had 
a brain-drain bec8 ti se it has not been able to hold 5ts medical nersonnel, 
In the United StPtPS ~edical care is becoming too expensive for.anyone 
but the very rich unless one is fortunate to have mP dical insurRnce (wh i ch 
is very expensive)'. But, most of all, the Chines8 can now hold their 
heads high; they 8re respected by the world and, best of all, they h2ve 
self-respect. This fact is not only true on mainl8 nd China, but aMong 
the Chinese the world-around. Say what we may choose to comment on the 
Chinese revolution and the things we have considrred unaccept2ble about 

(over) 


