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8270 Denver Street
Ventura, CA 93004
April 1, 1983

LT SAN [heeo THE. Df
Dear Oscar, ‘ { > s

It was thirty-eizht years a:zo today that I boardmd a “troop
ship and 1left the port of San Dlego, California, to sail for Guam,
than landed on Okinawa on my birthday, May 27th, where I saw combat
with the sixth Marine Division, then briefly back t Cuam, and fin-
ally sailed to Tsingtao, China. T remained in China less than a
vear, but during that time I developerd a lzsting recpect for the
Chinese peool their ‘culture, and their country. *s you know, our
home ‘here in Ventura is filled with Chinese furniture and art. Ard,
at least once a week we go to one of the many Chin~se restaurants in
+town for Chinese food (Mandarin preferred), Most s rvicemen returned
home with souvenirs, and I was the no excention, I wns able to ac-
quire the best Chinz had to offer: a lovely Swedish bride. ’

My heart still is in China, although I know the dazy of foreign
interference there is cver, 1 personally think the Chinese are wise
in their policy of conirclling their foreign contacis. T »m completely
confident that they c#r do a far better job in running their own affairs
than would be done wiil foreign intervention., Apparertly the Chinese
policy is one of accepting from the West 'what is good and whet is applic-
2ble to their society, and rejecting Western ideas and idezls that are
unacceptable, What complaint can anyorie have with such a »rctical .
peolicy? We, in the West, want to offer assistance to our Chinese
friends (°on°1de”1‘ China itself = friend), but we must sccept China's
prercogative of ?ccrntlng what 1t wants and rejecti>g what it does rot
want, And where (' “na does accept our assistance, it riust be in the
spirit of equals wecrking together, brother to broiter, China, too, hzs
many things to offer the West., I art not only spedading of meterial items,
but céncepts from their rich cultural heritage
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2ve hea

eard ”"portc that China i€ poor znd, dependirs on how one
looks ""C it, I su
T

+ng€ this is true, T have he~rd that China lacks
mecdical experti e, nnd I supprese that it true tro. I heve heard that
Crira is lacking irn various technical skills, and =nparently that is

true also, But I do see many positive things in China, China is unified.
There are not bandit armies overrunning the populcous, ALl China is eat-
ing (a2and that is no little 2ccomplishment for & hillion people). I can
remember a China that was starving and I can remembtar fine, respectable

'.

Chinese taking food out of the U.S. merine garbzs+ cans., I understand Chins

has an organized program cf medical care, though rot yet adequate to meet
the needs of the prcople, But they do have medicel care! When I entered
China over thirty-seven years ago, most Chinese were just left té die.
And who is to say that medicine in the West is so sreat? Sweden has had

". a brain-drain becsuse it has not veen able to hold its medical personnel,

In the United Ststes medical care is becoming too expensive for anyone

but the very rich unless one is fortunate to have medical insurance (which
is very expensive). But, most of all, the Chinese can now hold their
heads high; they are respected by the world and, best of all, they have
self-respect. This fact is not only true on mainlsand China, but among

the Chinese the world-around. S5ay what we may choose to commenti on the

Chinese revolution and +the things we have considered unacceptsble about
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