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\I·, . .f,, ""' 11•1111t to f(1r111 11 state ll'it/ii11 11 state; /111t we want tlie Swedes 
rn lie 11 salt i11 A111cric11 tlr11t /11is 11 s11l'or. 

Vilhelm Lundstrom (1922) 

I\\· l ~80 the presence of Swedish immigrants had been evident in the city of 
1 h1L.lt::l' lllr nearly forty yc.1r.;. Countless early immigrnnts passed through 
i 'hic1gl' on their way to the rich farmland in the Midwest, but an increasing 
1111111her hegan to realize the opportunities that Chicago offered and remained 
111 the Lily. As Chicago grew in population and in area, its Swedish population 
li k1·\\'i~c inlll'•tscd . 111 1H8ll. Chicagt' - a citv onlr fortr-three years old
lu 1;1~tnl half a millim1 inhah,i,tapts,,nead.y...Ll.lir.Lc.c11.tl10.Llfil!J.1J o.~~rn 
111 <.,weden. Most of these S.w.eJesJ~t:.d tu ... c~11trali.ie~JJ.dam, l~l this ~!\1ttern 
t•f .;ctiien1ent changed in subseqqent y~By 1920 the number of Swedish 
111111i'ig;::1111s allll their childrl·n in Chicagn hadreadi'Cll 121,326.1 As S; edish 
1111 fiilgrnnts moved to Chicago's newlydevJ opir;g"suburbs,t hey Di'O'ught strong 
cthni.: tHganization affiliations with them. These voluntary associations - both 
rl·li~itnis and se.:ular - gave the dty greater personal meaning and provided a 
1m·.111s of uniting the immigrants' past in Sweden with the reality of living in 

111 h,111 l'hi.:.1go. 
Ll ljJkijbom has pnw.i.1.k.d~ thh.J:U.U..S..t,..com~1:ehcnsiv.e.analysis of Swedish 

'l'ltkmenl in Chicag_o . ..!:!i_s boo~ Swedes i11 Cliirngo. delving into the early 
""t·di:;'h_( nmmunity in Cl~o b;jwe~n IM6 and' 1'"88{J,1i'i'eak.Sdown the 
, .. · 1t~c11t 11.1ll1.T1111I s,u·tk-. i11 ChiL.1go i11tu ti.tree dist int t i'nimlJ;: tl~uatter -I 'l'l !lld, the f 11 111!<.!li.l.!!Llll th ll'l:_ttllli.n-em-la.vt:.~, and the era of I hc.suhu.t.b. During 

I "t.111,111' d1.1w11 llolll I Il l' l'n •/•11' •'I ! /11,,1.~· · II /11• I\, . \11 · ,,,,,/ II /i,·11 · I\(· 1/111•1· /kl'll 
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the early sq11.1ltcr pniod, slum condition., predominated and life wa' marred 
h)' poverty a!ld cpitk111it'> of d111kra. B)' IH<10 1 as Swedes lwL.1111c .1 hit 111111c 
economica.lly Sl'Clll'l', they were moving lo newly developing ethnic enclaves. 
The largest enclave became known as Swede Town and was located on the near 
No1 th Side ol tlH· 1 ity. 'l lw 11tlrl'I t·111 l.1Vl''>, 1111111cri1..1lly fc.,., -.ig11ifi1..111t, were 

found 011 ( :hit.1g11'.~ S1111th .111d Wc-.t :-. ides. Whe11 lkijh11111 lt'.l\'es the Swede-. in 
1880, they arc living largely in these three main ethnic dusll'rs.2 

The era of Swedish suburbanization, however, was at hand. From 1880 to 
1920, Sw"eaess ettled in st~n reg!2ns thro. ut the g_reate !:..f_h~ea. 
Better econonlic~conditions and the changing ethnic composition of the city 
encouraged Swedes to move-to these·new regibilS,Where tlle}i.ffiuli'.[liiiitfind 
own their OW1U lll l11C'§.;. And 111ove111C11l lo suburban regio11UV~Q!.!DJ:!J.!.nit71" 
by a proliferation of Swedish churches and clubs, inSTitutions that provided the 
means rorlhem lo tr;.1sfer lh~i1~lhni~iations lo new, scattered areas of 
Chicago, adding continuity to their lives and reaffirming their ethnicity. 

The decade of the 1880s witnessed the merging of two separate trends: a -- - . -surge in the 1111111hn 111 pl'opk i111111igrati11g lo the Unitl'd St; ih~ l70iii~dc11 

and an explosive growl h in the ph)'~iral si1l' and pop .. uh1tion of Q.ii S!go~·t Wi.·rn 
1879 and 189.1, nearly half a million Swedes arrived in the United States, an 
average of over thirt r -t wo l housand per year. A number of economic rnndi lion~ 
created this mass exodus from the homelan<l, including nises in the limber and 
iron indusl ril's and the dcv.l'>lil t ion of Swnlcn's agricultural ~ector.' By cont ra't, 
Chicago was a boomtown, offering jobs and plent)' of space in which to live. 
During the 1880s alo11e. Chicago's population doubled, reaching a total of .1 
million pcopk; in that dt·radl' the 1111mhcr of Swedes living in the t·ity 11Hll'l' 

than tripled. This pop11lation explosion occurred simultaneou~ly. with signili 
rnnt changt·s in thl' ~t111Ll1lll' 111 tlrc rity of Chirago. Thl' tn.:11d 111 p11p11latio11 
111oven1c111aw.1)'110111 \l'lltr.il ( :hit.1g11, whid1 had hcg1111 with tl1r ( :hi1 agt1 hrc 
in 1871, continued with the great influx of people during the 1880s and led to 
the ultimate annexntion of thc~e ;1rens to the city in 1889. Jn this process, the 
size of the city grew by 125 '>quare miles. Chicago's inlrnhilanls lived in widely 
scattered areas, and population huhs remained interspersed with small truck 
farms often isolated from each other and removed from the city.'1 

The 1884 Chicago 'chool census ~hows that Swede'> were only beginning 

2. Ulf f1 ,•ii!in111, .\ll'n lr< 111 r /r i111g11. ti I k1111•i:mp/1ic 111111 <:01 uil ,\1111'1· of 1/rc 184(. . 18811 

/111111igml it111 (< ·tlll .1gn: l 'hiL.lg• 1 I IJ,lnt ii .ti ""' 11·1 )'. I '17 t ). 
3. Sten Carl"1111, "Why t >id Thl')' l.t•;11•c?" in l'crspcctil'l'5 1111 Swcclish /111111ii;mtit111, t•d. Nils 

lla~~clmo (Chicago: Swedish Pionl'cr Hislorical Sodely, t978), 25-35; Carlsson , "Chronology and 
( 'ompmil ion 111 <;11 1·11i ' lt Fmigrali••tt I•• Anwrica." i11 Fro111 Sw1·tf1·11 /11 1\t111·rint: A llis111r1· 11{ 1/11· 

M1xmti1111, ed. I t.1r,1ld t(1111htn111 and l ta11s N11rma11 (Mi11ncapolb: U11iwrsi1y of rvtinrn·s11la l'r<'ss. 
t'l7<1), 1 t•t .!.'>. 

4. Tlw l '1·n1•f,. n/ c ·1,;, ''! n; I li•l••ri1 r ·;,, •. <;,·11/1·1111•111 nf I .'liintgn I< 'hicaw•: 1 kparl1111·111 11f 
lkvdupu1l'11t ,u1tf l'l .111111111· .. 1•> / r.J. l\, ·"d' "'''"' /,,,o,i:o. ' '"'".':" /111ttl lJ,, · 
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In 1 l'Sl'!lllll to this trend in out ward migration. This census gives a rnmprehcn
"" ,. li.;1i11!: ,,f pnp11btinn '"' ethnic group. making it pnssihk tn analyze the 
· I· 11 •: i1y 11f "iwcdc~ and other t•tlrnic groups in wards and in smaller districts 
• i1hi 11 1'111\L' w.mk Affordi11µ to the l!UM n:11sus. Ll;/'.i'.i Swedes lived in Chi

· ' ! '. ••:.•~ l'l'l'l°l'lll lln thl' Nu1th Side, ~h l'L'rL'l'lll t111 lhl' \\'l'sl Sidl',:111d lh percent 
, '" 1111 .')1111lh "iidt•. On lhc Nfll'lh Side the Swedish population tTntl'red around 
11•" .1rl'.t dc~ig11;11l'd .is Swede 'liiwn, CtllKL'ntrating most heavily in the region 
l•,,nkrcd lw Division, Superior, Franklin, and Larrabee streets, and the North 
l\1,111d1 llf the Chic.1gP River. Other impPrlanl areas of Swedish sl'ltlement on 
111~· N11rth Side surro11nded this rnre; only one ward district as far north as 
I i11L·Pln 1':1rk rl'lkrtcd any significant Swedish settlement. On the West Side, no 
··•.1rli li!!_hl clustering of the Swedish popul.1tio11 ni~ted. Till' lie.wil'\l density of 
""'cdL'S Prrurrrd in the southeast portion of North Lawndale. with other sig-
11i1i.-a111 arc.is located on the 111:ar West Side, and in l;ennan and Norwegian 
'L'llit•ns of West Tcn\'n. On the South Side, no census district held more than 
1'11 L'L' hundred Swedes; the largest concentratil1n of Swedish population oc-

111rc·.I i11 :m c:1~l-\\'l'SI cPrridnr through Armour Squ.1re. /'.kKinky Park, Rridge-
1" 11 1 . . 111d I l1111gl.1~. < ln I he whole, in I HH4, SWl'lk~ mml ollen M'll kd in regions 
· .i t hic.1go with l1thn i111111igra11ts, usu.ill}' tho~e f10111 l ;er111a11y, Ireland, and 

" ' " .11 N" """'" !.- , nu Id he ,11..i In cd f1 nm i nll'r.h 1 ill): wi I h nl her t'I h nic groups 
" 1 11 ll' \ i I\' ' 

\lll'1 thi,, liml'. holh the ~wedish pop11la1i1111 .111d the population of the 
. 1(1 (If Chic.1gl1 continued to grow. In 1!:190, when the number or people in 
1 ·1iicago reached the million m.trk, Swedish-born inhabitants and their Amer-
1, .111-l'l'rll children represented nearly 6 percent of Chicago's entire population, 
! .111ki11!:! as the third largest ethnic group - behind the <.;l'rmans and the Irish. 
\lll11111gh immigration from Sweden declined during the American economic 

11 n•hkms in the 1890s. it resumed from 1900 until the beginning of World 
\\ .11 I Pu1 ing l hl' t 890~. t hl' S11·c1/i~/1 - /10111 popul.11 ion in Chic.1go increased 14 
11ncenl .. rnd from 1900 to 1910 it grew another 30 percent, lo a peak of 
,j ..;11·- thrl'L' thnus.111d penpk. By the end of the next decade, this pattern of 
''. " '" 1h 11·1n-.·,I ihdf. ,\'; 1hc "11T1li~h horn pnp11l.11i11n ac111.1lly drclined hy 7 
l'l' l l·•:111 . In 192ll, over filtr e1µht tho11s,111d 1\111l'ril.111 -ho111 SwL·des lived in 
< ·1ii.-:1 gt1. H\' thi~ timl'. Chicago\ inwrpornted area w.1s full~· integrated into the 

' /(, /'•''' ,•f tli.- -;.-/11•1•/ l ·m•11;. < 111· .,( C:lii.-,1.~1• ( l :hil°il):<•: (lp;ml pf t=dul°:lliPn. 111114). The 
,, 1~ lil"•ilw11d lmu111t.iric' were determined by sociologisl< ;ti 1hc Uni1·crsity of Chicago in the 
I" i .... ' .111.I 1·11\.h,;lwd in Fmr<I \\'. lltrrf!<'SS. rd .. C.11111111111it,1· F1111/111ok (1.:hirn~o: Chicago Recreation 
.. 111111i";in11. 19.ISl. lhl' ISS·I (<'ll>Us (i,ts 1h,· "N,1liP11.1lity of \\'hi1,· l'<·rnrns hy \Vanis": African 

.. 1w·11• .111. ;11111 i\,i,n" ·"" 1111t illlh1tl< d i11 th•·~l' l'"l'"l.11i1111 fig11n·~. Th" •Tll'll~ "11egorin·~ "Amer
·'" .... ·" .1 ..:1·1·.11.111· l·1h11i,· r,n,11p .. 1nd th11~ iih·h1th·"' n.1tin· \\'hilt•" nnh· Na1iunalitir" arc nnt ~ivcn 

:." 1•1Pt.llc, 11' '''l'h.111 .1:ro:~h1111:-o. lu1·;1•it.tls. ··1h111u"·. lt11 lhc I r11 ·1hll, ... , ·· ,t11d l't't1.1I i11-.1i1111io11~. hul 
1i,, ..... ,,,.,,,,1, .. 1n· i11d11drcl in 1n1al pnp11l:1tion fiJ~lll'l'~ 
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111el1upolit.1111l'gio11 hy.1p11hlil11.1n~p111talion 11t.:1w111k 1h.11 li11kl'd lhL·11utl~i11g 
neighhorhonds to the central hu~iness district.6 

A h•ok .11 thl' I 'J.~O l/nitl'd SI.ill'.\ ll'll~ll!> rl'w.1b how lhl' ,O..,wl'lll'\ li,·111g 111 
(:hit ago di~t1 ili111l'd llH'lll~chn., 1rlkL ling .111t1\'l'lall1•1t1d'SS 11111ut11.11d 1111g1.1 
lion ;md pPp11l.1ti1111 displ'l'~al. l'rcvi1111::I)' ilnp11rL1111r<')'.i1111·;11l l1.1h11 .111 .. 11 . -. 11111 
as Swede 'lil\\n, WL·st 'linvn, and the arl'a on the South Side hl'lllt'l'll .1 1\1 .ind 
.Nth ~t1eets, 1dlntl'll a re111arkahle decline in their in1p11rl.1nu· lo Swnli\h 
settlement. These areas came lo bl· dominated largdy hy i111migr.111t gnn111\ 
from southern and easlcrn Furopc and hy African A111criL<111.,. lly 1920 mml 
Swedes li\'ed in a ring outside the citr's core, away from industrial areas along 
the North and South hrancl1l's of the Chicago l{iver. 'l'hl' pri111arr areas \\'hl'l'l' 
Swedes werl' thl' largL''I 'inglc l'lh11ic group induded lhl' North Sidl' 11l'iglih11r 
hoods of Lake View near Belmont A\'enue and Clark Street, Andersonville al 
Clark Strcl'I and Fo~llT AvL·nul', .111d Norlh Park, loratl'd 1:1rlhlT we.~! on Fosler 
Avenue. In western ChiL.1go, Swl'des dominated the Austin .111d lld111on1-Cragin 
communities. In the ~outhern par! of Chicago, primary areas included one 
census tract in Armour Square - an old Swedish neighborhood and ~el'er.11 
areas 011 the la1 ~outh ~ldl' 111 < :hiL.1go: I lyde ('ark. Wuodl.11v11, h1gkw11od .111d 
Wes I Englewood, S1111t h Shore, ( ; re:1 ln Cra ml l :rossi 11g, !'.:1st ,O..,idl', i\ lt11 g.111 I 1.11 k. 
and Roseland. A n11111her of olher areas on the 011t~kir1~ of lhl', ily lwlcl 'ignil 
il.1111 S1wd1~h ,\l'lllL'llll'llh. l >11 tl1l' whole, dl'~pite thl' 1111111\ ol 11111111g1.111h 110111 
southern and e.1stnn 1'.uropl', Swl'dl's WL'rl' kast likdr 111 \l'llk in u·n~u' di~trich 
dominated by Greeks, C1echs, I lungarians, Russians, l'ok~. Yugo:.l.1vian~. ,111d 
Italians; instead, they continued to settle near Germans, Irish, and Norwegians.' 

The creation of the Swedish communit}' in Chicago occurred in thl· con
text of this outward nmvl·ment of lhe Swedish populalion. Although clusters 
of Swedish people were a necessarr ingredient of instilut ional life, thl' commu
nity itself went beyond the purely territorial dimension of enclave settlement 
patterns. The voluntary associations created by the immigrants i11 the l(1r111 of 
churches and social organizal ions I ranscended neighborhood boundaries, nl'at
ing a complex institutional web throughout the city. From 1880 to 1920, the 
Swedes huilt rnnrr than 72 churches and more 1ha11 l .10 sl'rnlar d11h~. Thl' 
v.tril'l)1 nl Lhl11lhl'' cs1.1hli~linl 1\ug11.\l:111a l.11lhl'1'.111, 1\li~~i1111 I 111·L·11.111l, hcc 

Church, and the Swedish hrant.:hl'S of the Mcthodisl and ll.1pli'l d111rchl·,, 
among ol hc1' 1 dll'l tcd I hl' I'·' rl j, 11'.1r dc1111111i11at i011.il i11l l'l l'\I 11/ I hl' '1wnli'h 
people. Secul.1r .~ocietics tended to develop in neighborhood~ .1rtn till' l'~l.1h 

6. Cf. C.1il"o11, "Why I >id Thl')' l.c;11'l'?" and "Chronology and <:11111p<1'll11111 nl '>11ul1;h 
Emigralion to i\mL'ri<.1." Sci· also T/1c l'cop/1 · of'Clric11go: /.<11td ll>c S111T<'_I', '.':and "I n11n l111r.11m11.1' 
In I.,'' { 'hi<.1):11l11'1111i,.1I S11cicly l'a111plil<'1 l :11lil'l'li1111, 192:1 . 

7. All i'l 2!1, <'ll'm dala 1•s1raclt'd fr11111 l'nll'SI \\'. llurgcss a11d ( 'h.11 ll's N""' "'"I'., .1 .... . r , "'"' 

/l1111111/ 1/11· I ·,,,. 11/ I lri111g11, /'l.'11 (C :hil':11:11: l l11il'ersi1y 11f t :hicag11 l'n ·s~. 1'1.11I.111 1hi·; '"'""'' •:111dl'. 
J\111ct 11 .111 lti1111 .n1 · 11111 .. r1fnc•I ., ,.,1,11.ild~" 11111" l'll111i1 J',lf•1111·, rdln I • 111lr 1 lw h '' • 'J''' 1111111 \1111 1 

icans dommall'd 11!'.trll ,1ll 1h,· census lr;1ds. 
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SWEDISH NEIGHBORHOODS IN CHICAGO, 1920 
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lishment nf the mainline Swedish drnrches at a point when the Swedish popu
lation was large enough to sustain a variety of organizational interest. The result 
was the creation of diver~e Swedish enclaves in widespread areas of Chicago.8 

In 1880, thirteen Swedish churches existed in Chicago: all hul one were 
located in Swedish enclaves in Swede Town, Douglas-Armour Square, and West 
Town. Since transporlal ion networks in the city of Chicago were not fully 
developed, members of these older churches who moved to new suburbs of 
Chicago could not easily reach their olJ congregations, so they built new 
churches closer to their homes that reflected their partirular dc110111ina1io11,1l 
persu,1~iu11. ( lmc huilt, the~c d111rd1e~ hn.lllll' lllag11ch tor li1st-tilllc nH'lllhns. 

Swedes 11rg.111i1l·d .1t k.1~l lwrnly·~l'Vl'll d111tdtl'S in U1il"ago during thl' I HHOs 
alnnl', n10rc th.111 It ipli11i•. dw I HHO 1111111hn. Tlrcsc d1111'l lw~; w1·11· li11ilt 111 u·i•.i1>1" 
just beginning to show !heir imporlance lo Swedish seltlenll'nl: Snulh ChiL"ago, 
South Shore, Pullman, Roseland, and Englewood on lhe South Side; the Lower 
West Side, Austin, and I lu111hold1 Park on lhc West Side: and Lake View, Logan 
Square, and Ravenswood on the Norlh Side. Growth continued during the 1890s 
and the first decade of the lwcnliclh century, when the number of Swedish 
churd1t•s grew hr fill'l)' lwo. i\ddilion.il neighborhoods whl·rL' Swedish d1111chl's 
were built indmlcd the <.;111ll11wnlalc Andcrsonvilll' .m·.1, N11r1h l'ark, Irving 
Park, Edgewater, l'ortagl' l'ark, I lyde Park, and Wes! Englewood. From I lJ IO lo 
1920, the numbn of new Swcdi~h -spcaking churches eslablished in Chicago 
dropped sharply - only three new churche.~ were founded. The era of rampant 
institutional expansion drew lo a dose as the number of native-born Swedes 
in Chicago dropped and an American-born, English-speaking generation took 
their place.9 

Swedish organizational life, in its infancy in 1880, matured in the subse
quent decades. According to Beijbom, forty Swedish organizations existed in 
Chicago prior to 1880, varying in purpose from general social interaction aimed 
at the middle class lo trade societies and sports and recreation clubs. 10 fvlost of 

II. Church addn:~•c:• and listings deriwd from 'linn Hutchinson. cn111p., l lw / 11k.'<idc 1\rr111111/ 
J)irrctorr of C/1i111go (t ·hir ag11: t :hira,:11 I lirednry C:11111p;tn)'. IMHO. I HH'I, I 11'1'), I •1111. I '1 I 'i , I 111 7 ). 

9. Stati'>tics and l1Kations of Lutheran churches deriVl'<l from l'm111kol/ /1111/ct l'id Skm1.ti 
11111•isk11 /!1•11r1gcli<k11 / 11tht'rskt1 .<;_1•1111.Jms ,,,.,,,,,,, .. ( /8Hll·rN): U11i·1111 1•ji·1·r J:1·1111gc/1,k I 11thl'1,ka 
A11g11stn11n-Sy11odr11< 1rr.<111ntr (I 1195- /9.?0); Al111m1111·k mock Island: l\11g11stan:i l\1111k r :11nu·1 n. 
1920). f.or Cow11.1111 Lhmd1 .,lali,lil's, Sl'<' /'1111,1k111/. S1·1·mk11 1:1w1gl'lisk.1 f\./1"''"'' I 11r/•111td<'I 1 

Amcrika (( 'hic.tgo, IHll'i 1'12111: fm llaptist information. si·c Ars/r1rk /(.,· .'i1·c'1t<k11 lla/•/1,1 /1•r,111rr/111g 
ar1111 i11m11 A111aik11 (I :hit.lg•>, l'lllH, llJO'J); f111 rvkthrnli~I drnrchcs. Sl'l' l'mlokol/ t1/wr forh11111//111g
nrna l'id Nord1·cst1<1 .\o'l'rr<ka11rsk1111/i·rcrrsc11 ( IH77-YJ); l'rowkoll jimlt 1•id ji>rs/1111rlig11 sm111111111trwlc1 
nf Mrtodist Epi.<kop11/ Kyrk11r1s S1·rr1.<k11 Ct•rttm/ K1mfcre11.< ( 1894-1920). Free Church information is 
found in De forstn tj11go aren dler /1egy1111else11 till Sve11ska Eva11geliska Frikyrka11 i Nord Amcrikm 
Forenade Staler e11/igt protokoll i11fnrda i Chicago Rlndct ( J llllJ-1903 ); Protokoll ofiw S1'1'11.<kt1 fa-1111-

gtliska Fritt Mi.<simren.< ttr.<motc (1904-20). 

10. Beijhom, Swedes in Chicago; Beijhom, "Swedish-American Organizational Life," in 
Scandinavia Ovcrsetts: PttNcms o(Cultrrml Trm1ifor111tttio11 in Norr/1 America and A11.<tmlia. H~rald 
Runhlom and Da~ Rlanck. <'d' (llPt"~I~: Centn· (or M11lti -cth11ir !!""""' h 1<11u" "7f 



11<• ETI INIC (;RO UPS 

1 lw,c .1s~ociations were loosely organized and few survived beyond 1880. None 
•''\t' l tcd rusitiuns of leadership in Swedish associational Iii<.· after that date. The 
111' \\'t' r 11rganirntions differed significantly from their predecessors. Functionally, 
111,111\· 11f them ~erved purposes of social interaction, much like earlier associa-
1 i1111~. In the case of fraternal societies, however, that social agenda was balanced 
11 II h .1 heneficiarv system that provided sick ;rnd death benefits to workers and 
il11· ir f. 1111ilie~ who were unprotected in their American work environment. This 
"•L i.11 insurance program broadened the appeal of many benevolent societies 
liL'\'llnd the middle class to include many working-class individuals. Structurally, 
1 lit· Ill.'\\' .1ssnliations departl'd widdy from earlier model~. as groups such as 
1lw Svithiod and Viking orders created nver<lrching grand lodges, with snrnller, 
1ll'if:hhorh1,od lodges functioning as suhordinatl'd dubs. Upon n111vi11g lo new 
1n-.1~ pf l 'hil'a~n. many Swedish settlers l.1id the fou11d.1ti1111 of llt'W .1,,soci.1tions 

111 I heir neighborhoods. This expansion under the guise of central grand lodges 
1Tcall'd an umhrl'lla effect that kept the structure of large organi:rations intact 
ll'hilc allowing for branch lodges to follow the Swedish popul.1tion into dis
pcr~ed areas throughout the city. II 

As Swedes abandoned their older ethnic enclaves for new neighborhoods, 
thl' neighborhoods themselves underwent a transformation from farmland to 
,ufldi,·ision to ethnic enclave. Both small and large Swedish hubs that had begun 
.1~ Put lying farming regions subdivided into urban settlements on the outskirts 
11f tht· ciq-. New settlers moved to thc~l' areas to build their own homes and 
1111pn1,·e their living conditions. For example, Swedes living in Armour Square 
m the 18R0s worried about their health: the factories springing up in the area, 
,,, 11·cll .1s the stod.,·ards, pnlluted the air. \\Then they had the opportunity to 
11111\'l' farther south to new suburbs such as Englewood, many did so. Some 
,·.-n1111111ic ~!ability was needed to afford a new home in Englewood, but as one 
,,111 11f Swedish immigrants remembered, "It was just as cheap in the long run 
111 ~11 to the newer sections and build a new home" as it was to upgrade an older 
li1111w in .-\nrn1ur Squan·. 1 ~ To Swedes whn h;id ;iny intention of staying in 
< :hicagn, rnnditions in Armour Square were not acceptable. This same man 
·,,1.~1·n·cd th:1t "tlwrc were lawns ·;ind g;irdrns to he found in the new places, 
\\'lll'rl'as down in the old seltlement the houses Wl'rt· huilt to lhl· sidl·walks, and 
11" chance was given for any beautification. The people down there began lo be 
111•lh111~ l•11t f11rcii::nt'f"S who ,-.ired nothing fiir 111.1ki11g the 11cighh11rhood attrac-
11\·c."11 It i~ inkrc~ting that this comment came from a ~ernnd-generation 
"""t'tk. who apparently considered his family to be quite Americanized. 

11. Axd I lult~n. ed .. S11't'll1;/1-:\111aic1111 /'1u·1i.-ir111i1H1 irr ''.·\ < 'mrun· 1•( l'rt1gn•55" (Chicago: 
\ \' '-. '-. Fc~tcnmmillee. 1933 ), in the Swedi~h American Archive~ of (-;reater Chicago, North Park 

1 ••liq!<': U1111ri~111i11gar: Irrdcrc11dcrrt Order of Viki11gs 1890- 1915 (Chicago: 1\-lartemon, 1915 ). 
I~ l-hka!!'' Hi~torical SociC'ty. nC'crmrrnts: HistMI' Cl/ ... Co1111111111itics. Clrimg1>, research 

tl•hl<'I thL· directit•n ,,f \'h·hm Palml'r, Chicago. 1925-.lfl, ml. fi. rnrl I. doc lie. 
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Swede 'fown wnlinued to he the largest single huh of Swedish population 
during the I 880s, after which time ils rd at ivl' importance lo Swedish Sl'll lcrrn.:nl 
began to decline. Church membership in that region peaked during I 887 at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and in IR92 and 1893 in lhl' Coven.1111 and 
Methodist churches respect ivcly. 1·1 A German grocer living in the district during 
this period noted that "it was an Irish, German and Swedish neighborhood then. 
The people didn't live in segrcgaled groups but did live altogether har
moniously."15 The nature nf Swl'de 'linvn, however, soon began lo change. A 
Jewish business leader observed that the coming of the elevated train (the "L") 
changed the neighborhood drnm;itically: "It became a poorer district and more 
commercialized. The 'I.' was noisy and people did no! like to liw near ii, 
consrq11rn1ly, rcnfs dt'lTl'.1.,1·d." 1" 1\ Swcdi,fr wo111.111 .1111 ili111nf liilli11g rc·n1s 111 
"the factories ltlwtj have h1·1·11 c·111.n1.1(hi11g upon lhe di,lrill." 17 Swl'lles wne 
also unhappy with dcnwgr.1phi1. d1.111gt•:., as Italians and Al rican Americans 
moved into the area. "lll'forc lhe llalians c.1111e," claimed lhis sa1m· Swl'dish 
woman, "the district w.1'• 11111d1 hl'ltcr and dl'aner." She noted thal lh1· "Swl'di.,h 
people sold two of their churches to the Negroes very cheaply."IR The Free 
church and Baptist church moved to new locations on the North Side in 1910 
and 1911, and Immanuel Lutheran relocated in Edgewater in 1920. A number 
of people believed that the "coming of Italians has ... caused the Swedish and 
Irish to move north."

19 
This may have been partially true, but to many Swedes 

the possibility of building new homes in allrnctive neighborhood~ proved lo hl' 
the most powerful incentive li1r moving to new areas of the city. 

Jn the 1870s, Lake View was largely a rural community where truck 
farming and livestock trading dominated local affairs. Gradually, the ;irea heg;in 
to assume I he rh;1 radl'ris! its 111" ;111 u rfia 11 neighborhood. I 11 I hl' 11cx I del .llk 

known as lhc "<;olden Yl'ars" in 1.akl' Vil'w- building booml'd and thl' popu 
lation soared. The r:l1icngo /,and Use S11n'C)1• conducted in 19'10 ;ind puhli,hcd 
in 1942, estimated that 4J percent of all homes in Lake View were huill hcl\\'el'n 
1880 and 1894.

20 
Churches of a variety of denominations and ethnic per~ua 

.~ions were l'Slahlishnl in 1.akc View during !his li111l', induding fivl' ~Wl'di~h 
churches. From 1890 to I lJ I lJ, Swedes established eleven lodgl's in the arl'.t. 
Ahhough the T1 i11ity l.11thn.111 < :h11rd1 ronli1111cd lo grow ;1fln 1'>211, 111t·111fil'I 
ship in 1.akc View's r\kthndisl rhmrh pl'akcd in 1908, and in tltr Co\'l'lf,rnl 
church in 1913. Bv this tim<', a I Jnivl'rsil}' ofChirngn slt11fe111 oh.~1.-rvcd lhal " Ill<' 

14. ,.,,,,,,~ •• // 1111111I111l1n.111. r.i; .. ,; .. 11 ( "'1'<'11.1111, '""' ~klhndi,, dn10111i11.1111111,. 
15. Palmer, v11I. J, part 2, doc Ill. 
16. l/Jid., doc 21. 
17. Tbid., dnr. 22. 
18. Tbid. 

19. Ibid .. dnc 2.1, interview rnnduclt'<.I hr Mr. Zorhaugh, I 92J. 

20. Ltmd Use Sttr•·cr; Sterhen Bede) Clark and Patrick Butler, Tire l.akc View S11g11, IR 17- / IJ8'i 
(Chicago: Lakeview Tru<I and Savi11g< lla11k nf Chicaw1, 1985), parnphlcl wllct:lion , ( hicagn 
Historical Socictr. 
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llclmont Avenue-Clark Street neighborhood had definitely taken on the aspect 
11! a temporary stopping place for immigrants. Since then the older residents 
li .11·c lllP\' l'd f.Hther nnrlh.''2 1 J.ake View cnntinucd tn he an important Swedish 
• 111 l.1\'c , lwl it wa~ beginning tn relinquish its pro111i11enn· to l\ndcrsonville, its 
11 t·1ghbor lo the north. 

I he tkwlopmcnl lit' .1 Swedish cnda\'l' in tht' St1111111t·nlak-A11dcrsonvillc 
.11c,1 demomlralcs the per~istcnce of ethnicity in a new suhurb. Refore 1890, 
!111 ~ region w.1s mostly rural. inhabited by a hnndful of American. German, and 
\ \\'edish settlers who operated truck farms, blacksmith shops, or earned some 
kind 11f li\'clihood from the traffic passing through on its way to the city. 
I kvelopers subdivided the land in 1890, hut the boom in sci tkmcnt came after 
l40K. when lransporlalion links to the city improved and made Andersonville 
.1 1 i.thk rcsidc111i.1I 11pliP11 li1r 1h11sc pcnplc who 1·n11111111lnl lo work. Freil 
Nd~nn , a Swede who moved lo Summerdale in 1892, observed that al the time 
Pnly a few Swedish families lived there, most of them arriving alter 1890: "The 
influx [of Swedes] was always gradual. .. . I would say the reason Swedish 
l'cnple came here was because lots were cheap. They came from Swedish settle
ments further south."22 

The Ebenezer Lutheran Church, formed in 1892, was the first Swedish 
churd1 in Andersonville . Before that time, Swedes had not migrated to the area 
in .my significant numbers, and the Swedish population could not sustain ethnic 
i11:;1i1u1ions. f\fany of the earliest Swedish settkrs, lherefore, attended American 
d1urches since no ethnic options existed. A pastor of the Summerdale Congre
~.11ional Church reminisced about the time when his church was truly a com-
111unity church, drawing in its neighbors regardless of their ethnic persuasion. 

I hnl' were wme Sc.111dinavi.tns in the locality when the church was started 
111 1890 . .. . But after 1900 with the increase in the Scandinavian element in 
, 111r population. the memhership decreased, for the Scandinavians very naturally 
.111d propl'rly went lo their own religious organiJ'.ations as they were organized. 
111 1914. then, when the Swedish influx assumed its largest proportions, our 
l1ttk dmrch was m·arly in a state of insolvency."2-' A member of another Con
f! ll'g.1timi.1l church in the area remembered that "when the Swedish churches 
t" .1me and took the Swedish members away from us we couldn't make the church 
p.n·." ~ · 1 Swedes who h.1d had no alternative but to join American churches 
.1ttended their own ethnic institutions once they were built. demonstrating the 
'lrcngth of Swedish affiliations even after a period of interaction with non
"wt·dc~ . 

By 1920. Swedish arrivals in Chicago were greeted hy a complex ethnic 
1..Prnmunity fundamentally different from the community of 1880. The city of 

~ 1 1'.1lmn, \'ol. .1 . p.trl I,"'''" IO. 
22. //.id., ml. 2, part I, doc 19, I. 
2-'. //trd .• doc. 2R. I, inter,.iew with l{e1·. S ita~ l\•lcLkel. 

:-1. //oi,/ . ""' · I•. ·I. inlt'rTil'\\' wi1h \\'.tlh'r I I ll.t~ll'r 
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Chicago had grown and expanded, and its population had become more ethni
cally diverse. The Swedish enclaves, no longer as centralized as they had been in 
1880, spread throughout the city. Swedes coped with this dispersion hy creating 
ins lit utions I hat a flowed Ii •r rn11Ii1111 it y of n prc:ssion in tl'n 11s uf t ltt·i r idecilogit a I. 
religious, and s11ti.1I values, and which 111i1igatc:d lh1..· possibk dislol',tling and 
alienating effects of migrnl inn. I nsll'ad of shaping Swedish I\ merican behavior h}' 
loosening ethnic ties, the newly developing suhurbnn region.~ allowed Swedish 
immigrants to exert power over their environment and recreate their community 
affiliations. While reflecting the diversity within the Swedish w111111u11it y, the 
existence of these institutions strengthened ethnic consciousness in areas removed 
from central Chicago and asserted the Swedish presence in the city. 

* 

After 1920, the Swl'dish-horn population of Chicago diminished dra111.11ici1lly, 
from 65,735 in 1930 In 7,005 in 1970. The population of Swedes and their 
American-born children dropped during these same years from 140,913 to 
26,988. Between 1930 and 1950, Swedish immigrants and their children still 
ranked as the city's fifth largest group, behind Poles, Germans, Russians, and 
Italians; but the Swedish-Imm proportion of Chicago's population had shrunk 
considerably, from 1.95% in J 930 to only 0.86% in 1950. The decade of the 
1960s marked a turning point in the ethnic composition of the city: Swedes 
went from t.he seventh largest group in 1960 to the fourteenth in 1970, only 
0.21 % of Chicago's population. By that time, many more groups had surpassed 
the Swedes, including those from Mexico, Greece, Yugoslavia, Ireland, Lithuania, 
Cuba, Austria, Czechoslovakia, and the Philippines.25 

The primary reason for rhe decline in the Swedish population in Chirngo 
was the overall drop in the number of Swedish immigrants arriving to American 
shores. Swedish i111111igrnlin11 never again reached the levels of rhe 1880~ .• 111d 
after a brief surge in the 19.'.tb, ii llallt'IH'd 0111 during tht· Dl'prl'ssion . I lt·~pill' 
the declining numbers, Chicago itself remained a favorite destination of Amer
ican-bound Swedish immigrants well into the 20th century: in 1940, Chicago 
was still the largest Swedish-American city in the United States, with nearly 
twice as many inhahitanls of Swedish stock as the second large~ ! city, Min
neapolis.26 Furthermore, as Harald Runblom points out, the Swedish popula
tion in Chicago was younger than in most other American cities, thus Chicago 
"received much stronger impulses from Sweden during the last phase of ma~s 
migration," resulting in a strong Swedish cultural life. 27 

25. 711e Pcnple of Chicngo. 
26. S1t1rC' I indnt;trk. Swrdi<lr A1111·rira, /9/4-/91/: S11ulir< i11 P.tl111i,-ity witlr 1'1111•/111.<i.< 1111 

lllinois 1111d /\lr1111c<<>ta (Upsala: ~ludia I lislorirn Upsaliensia, 1971 ), p. -'I; also SCl' (,;1rs Ljuni.:nlitrk. 
Swedish Ex111/115 (Carbondale and Edwardsville: Southern Illinois Univrr,ily Press. 197'1). 

27. llarnld llunhlnm, "<'hi< ago I :11111parC'd: <;wcrlr~ and Other F.thnk <;roup' in A111ni1 an 
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\ftcr 1920, social organirntions continued to serve as important centers 
·" -;wedish ethnicity. l'vfirroring the decline in Chicago's Swedish population, 
·'l) '. .111i;,1tiP11al 11wmhcr~hip al~o diminished, particularly after 1930. Member
i1q1 in 1lw Svithi11d l11dgcs, liir example, re.1d1t·d its peak in Ill~?. and afkr that 

11111t' Ilic h1dges hl'gan to slrnggk willi lhrir rol1· williin tlll' Sw1·di~h J\nwrican 
· 11 111111nit1. \~different genrratinns of immigrants grew older, became well
,, l.q•1t·d 111 life in ( 'hic.1g11, .md wen: nut replaced by as nianr new immigrants 
111q11 "wnkn. 11l1k1 fi.1tn11.d 01de1~ 1111 lo11gr1 filtt"cl .1 111·11·.,~.1ry f11nctin11 of 
11<'i1'111g the 11e11·n111ll'IS .1d.1pl t11 the tity. ln.,lt'.1d, thn· ~t·11·t·d a~ .1 nwan~ of 
i'lttJllnling ethnic identity within the city ofChirngu.~x 

:-.krnhcrship in the twn hugest Swedish denominations, the August;ma 
I u·l1,·r.111 .ind C111·e11a11t churches, conli11unl 111 grow after ILJ20. Perhaps more 
1i1.1n <1111· t1ther nrganizations, the churches realized the i111porta1Ke of reaching 
•11111• .1 l.1q::L'i~· English-speaking second generation. The Swedish churches gradu
i!l1 ,·,1111·,·rtcd their 11fficial language In English, a task that was h11tly debated but 
., ,,, 11fficially c11111plcte by the rnd of the 1920s. After that timl'. many churches 

'' '1'1'1 >rled unly one Swedish-language service a month in order to satisfy the older 
1111111i!:r.1111 !!<'lll'1";1tion. Fwn a.~ these l'thnic institutinns embraced the English 
l.111g11age, tht'}' conti11ul'tl t11 srrve as i111p11rta11t nil111ral t·l"nlcr.~ for tht• Swedish 
\111crican co111111unil)' in Chiu1g11 hy pnpt'luating their Swedish ethnic heritage 
thn•u~h limns 11f worship, music, and traditional cclehrations.2'1 

As the Swedish neighborhoods of the 1920s diversilieJ, diminishing in 
llwir Swedish character, ethnic organizations continued to serve as important 
,.,urces of identity and pride. In fact, the Swedish Americans themselves were 
·'' rongl~· ;iware of the importance of preserving their own particular heritage 

not onlr their Swedish roots, but their Swedish American legacy. The Swedish 
pre~ence in Chicago had reached its centennial year when the Swedish Pioneer 
I li~t11riL"al S11cicty was formed in 1Q48 to "record the achievements of the 
L\wcdi~h pioneers and to stimulate and promote intert•st in Swrdish and 
S11·l·dish-American contributions to the Jevdopmcnt and life of the United 
States of America ... . "-'11 In the first issue of the Swedish Pioneer Historical 
1 ~11.1rtcrh· that appeared in 1950, Vilas Johnson, the society's president, noted: 
"The Americans of Swedish background hold the keys to unlock the doors to 
.1 full arpreciation of the achievements of the Swedish pioneers, the Swedish 
1111mi);r.mts and their descrndants. This vital chapter in the history of America 

1 i1.ie-."" in l'h1hp I ,\nd<'f\1111 .rnd I l,1g 111.md ... ed' S11·t".f1,/1 \111n" ,,,, / 1(1 · 111 < ·111111g11: C11/111rnl a11d 

l ·, h111 :\>re• I< of 1111 /1111111gn1111 /'cC1plc, 18511-1930 ( Urh.ma and< " hirn~o: Univrr~ily of Illinois Press, 
11. > 1.> ~ ). -; I · -2 

~ ll . Timnth' J. 11,hn~on , "The lmlcpemlcnt Onkr 1>f Svilhiod: A Sw<·11ish-American Lodge 
''' 1 "" ·'!'.' .:· in S11·,·.!i.<l1 ;1.,,,.,.;,,,,, I if;· irr < 'l1i111g1•. 'I' lh I. Srr nl"' I imtmnrk, pp. 304-320. 

Jll <;,•1• l.i11d111ark. 
111. < hmlopher I >lw111 .111tl 1!111h M1 l..111ghli11, ,.,i-,, 1\111t'li11111 Sw1•1/1.~h I/mu/book (Min· 

··• .1 •• ''" ·,li,h t '111111L·il 1•f \nwii,,1. FlcH·nth Fdition. I '1'12). p. 115. 
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Thi~ Chicilgo '>wcdi~li re~t.111r.1111 ad1'f •r1i~cd :1111hc111ic '>1vedi\h \lll<11P,.hl11 11. 111111111·1, 
fi1r 'JO<""'" .111d 111111 111·1111" 1111 I •,, 111-. 111 I '11 '. c """' ·.1 f•, 11 1 '''" " , " "' 11 .. 11 

th.it C01tcen1 -; I Iii· Sw1·dn '" '"' he \\I 11 I t 'll 1111 J IOU! dd.1 r I 1d111 l ' f 'I Ill''' \ \ f l't 111 d~ 
art· forever lost; before the 111t·11111rr of our 111.111r leadl'l s .111d their grc.11 .1,w111 
plishments have dimmcd.".11 

By the 1950s, Swcdm-horn Chicagoans lacked the nt11nerica I st rengt It Io 
dominate Chicago's Swedish 1\n1erican rnmmunity and 1111 longer 1111111hered 
among the city's 1.irge~I ethn ;,. groups. 1\lt hough the I\ 11ders1111l'illt- 11eiglth11rl 1011d 
rrmainc<l an i111portant Swedish American rc111cr, with shops, drnrchcs, and 
nrarhy North Park College and Swedish C11vl'11a111 I /11spil:d, ii l:1rf.:1 ·d tlw d1·11w 
clustering of Swedish rcsideuts of an earlier time. Other ethnir.~ and l\111nka11s 
wrre rnoving in. But l'\'l'n l11dav some Swedish llav11r c1 n lie l'.\ pcril'llt'l'd I hne. 1\s 
third- and fr1urt h-gcnl'r.11 i1111 Swedes dispersc·d residentially, I he work of Swedish 
fratcrnals, clwrchcs, and li11111dati1111s such ·'·' lhe Swedish f'i1111l'n J Ji.\l11rital 
Society, which did nut depend upon residential clustering, licca111c cvcn more 
important in reminding Chicagn;111~ of a Swedish American presence in Chic1g11. 
By mid-century and ;1l'tcr, thl' l"lhnic idrntity of Chicago's ~wede~ "'"' d(.'Lidl'dly 
Swcdi~h American. The descrndants of the immigrants and pioneer 'ell/er' ... 11v 
lhC'nt~dvcs a~ l\111crit.111 ..... h111witha1111iq11c Swnlish-1\nwri,·an lit-rila);:t'. 
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