
Church Growth in Swedish Chicago: 
Extension and Transition in an 
Immigrant Community, 1880-1920 

Anita R. Olson 

As immigmion from Europe to the United States swelleG in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the variety of religious traditions 
found in America multiplied. The :mmi.grants' religious attitudes and behavior, 
both in their native countries and in their new homes, added an imponant 
dimension i:o their overall migraC:on experience. Despite its importance, the 
religious aspect of American i..mnigration has received uneven treatment bv 
historians. Too often, American :eligious history anri American immigration 
history are treated as separate categories of analysis, when in fact, the two are 
firmly linked and often intertwined.1 

Oscar Handlin certainly recognizes this relationship; in stressing the 
disorienting effect of immigration upon individuals, he argues that the 
immigrants' religion added a cimension of continuity to their otherwise 
uprooted lives:-'To Handlin, immigrant churches in the United States we;; an 
extension of their old-world roots, conservative and backward-looking.: 
Timothy L. Smith believes iITu."llig:-ant churches contributed to the preservation 
and the re.,ision of inherited reli¢on. He writes that "Immigrant congregations 
served diverse family, group, and individual interests. They were not 
transplarns of traditional institu:ions but communitie~ of commitment and, 
therefore. :!renas of cbange.''3 F·.:::-:hermore, these communines sharpened the 
boundaries ber.ve:=n the comroit:ed and :he non-committed, within and amonB 
irnmigram groups. Although t!::ese historians emphasize different points oi 
imerpret2::on, they both funner :3e idea that immigration intensified religious 
belief. As Smith notes, "yligratio::i. was a theologizing experience.''4 

Over h::.:f a million immigran:; found their way ro Chicagg_py_ th.e rum of tl1e 
centur::, :.i:-:ngbg ·.vith them a v'1..:":er:. of .:ustorns and beliefs. Cl.!Sgo became l 

composite of European-borr:. grops ·.vho. along with their children, JorrinateJ 
the city's ~opulation. As the po::ula:ion of Chicago grew from 503 iS5 :n lSSQ 
to 2,701 -05 in l 020 and its area soread to cover over 198 sauare miies, th~ 
people .\ J.o ~ettled the city .:re~ted a vast array of new institutions.' 
Particula:-.y important among :hese i::istitutions were the churches, whic~·. 
Chicagoa:.s believed !ended credbLity to their city. The city's explo5ive growti: 
caused some critics to claim that Chicago had left its morals behind. Chicago 
hosted the World's Parliament of Religion in 1893 as a balance to the Worlc 
Columbi::m Exposition's more secu:ar emphasis. In 1897, the Chicago Tribune 
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asserted the respectability of Chicago as measured by the number of religious 
associations and institutions which, it clai:ned, led :he country. 

Carping critics who have found satisfaction in deno'.lllcing the rowdyism and 
ur:godliness of Chicago may now hold :'::ieir peace ~d hide their diminished 
heads, for, lo! the Queen City of the lakes omdoes all other cities in the 
n'!.:mber and variety of its religious and educationai instirutions.6 

The Tribune's use of religious institutions as a ~auge to measure the overall 
n:;Jrality of Chicago reflects the impo~tance whicn the city's inhabitants 
a::ached to these institutions, as well a5 the way i.r. which many nineteemh­
ce:nury An1ericans defined moralir;.. Religious organizations and the 
i.::.stitmions which they spawned createc :?. ci\ilizec er:\ironment for a city with 
a ~eputation for lawlessness .. .\n impo;.:im ingrecie:::t of religious institution­
b:.!ilding, largely ignored by the Tribu::e, was the e:bnic context from which 
c:c..ny churches arose.7 Ethnic churches ?layed ar. i.r::.ponant role in Chicago's 
g:-owtb and expansion. In a city spec).-Jed \\ith a \·ariety of ethnic enclaves, 

cJurches became points of l:Onnectio:: for like-m::ided immigrants. Ethnic 
c'.:'.lrches provided an institutional me!iiation becween immigrants and their 
i.::-ban environment. 

As Swedes settled in new, suburban neigl:bo:-~oods of Chicago, they 
replicated religious variations in a nue:ber of ou!-ly'..ng regions, extending the 
s·.vedish community throughout the C:1icago a~(;'a. Through their churches, 
t..':!ese immigrants created concrete nerworks of aff2.iation that gave many of 
:Jem a much-needed sense of relationship with o:ber Swedish immigrants. 
Once created, Swedish churches and denomination.s became sub-communities 
t:> which immigrants attached strong loyalties. Ir: this essay, I will explore how - - -Swedish religious trends in both Sweden and the United States were translated 
into actual immigrant behavior in Swedish Chicago. I will use the Augustana 

Lutheran and Covenant churches in Chicago as case studies to examine how 
Swedes built and used their churche5. and how those churches created an 

L".stitutional context for movement within the city. Swedish churches in 
Caj.gigo..allowed_immigx:ants to main:c..in strains of thefr-Own ethnicity in a 

Jeterogeneous city and assisted ther:: in the process of ada~g to life in 
Cl!icag?· Even as they aided in the adjustment process, by 1920 the churches 
aiso mirrored the transition of the Swedish community in Chicago: an 
A..rnerican-bom. English-speaking generation of Swedish offspring grew to 
0utnurnber the Swedish-born immigrants in the city. changing the character of 
:'.le Swedish community. 

The religious identification of Swedes in Chicago w::?.S rooted in the theological 
cehates and social develo ments of r:ineteenc'.";-centu Sweden, manifested 
and adapted in the new land. The Cl:·~~ch of S·.•.eden, Lutheran in nature and 



firmly linked with the Swedish S:ate. served as the official interpreter of the 
Bible and gave visual evidence of the hierarchical nature of the relationship 
bet\veen laity, clergy, and crown. Pietistic influences which stressed personal 
devotion and relationship to God aiid a living faith originated in sevemeenth­
century Germany and 1>0sed a tlireat to the state church as they gained 
p'Opulancy"1n Sweden. The CroW:i issued the CoDY..enticle_D.e.cr..e_e.of 1726 .... the 
strongest of severaJS'uch acts. which prohibited private religious gatherings and 
represented an early attempt by the state to retain control of religious thought 
and expression. Nevertheless. the church's position as religious authority,..£l id 
not go unchallenged. The lii.sare (reader) movement, made up of peopie who 
met to read an3'"" study the Bible in informal conventicles, increased in 
popularity in the early nineteemi century despite the decree prohibiting such 
meetings. Religious revivalism - aided bY. George S'cott ano-Car1- rnor 
Rosenius - spr~he 1830s a:id 1840s, ga;;g; widespread folio~ and 
!~acting to the repeal of the Conventicle Decree in 1858. Revivalism had a 
democratizing effect UP.On Swedish.socie!)'. as it encouraged laypersons tO take -leadership positions in religious settings, undermining the hegemony and 
vertical relationships evident in the State Church.a 

Altogether, the nineteenth-ce:itury social movements - the free church, 
labor and temperance crusades - provided an important step in the 
modernization of the Swedish smte. Torkel Jansson argues that voluntary 
associations created by these soc:al movements filled a potentially dangerous 
vacuum during Sweden's transition from feudalism to capitalism. Tne crucial 
point Jansson stresses is "the new idea of coming together regardless of given 
and fixed relations, the principle of voluntary contribution."9 Sven lundkvist 
points out that the free church, temperance and trade ·.mion :-novemer:.ts gave 
ordinary people a political voice and promoted dialogue over !"evolution. Tue 
Swedish popular movements created a horizontal solidarity in the for:n of the 
congregation, lodge, or trade union, to replace the vertical reiationships of the 
old society, such as master-serv::.nt, or priest-parishioner. Associations helped 
create a new value system by c:ianneling "dissatisfaction in the struggle for 
power" and establishing collecive goals of religious, moral. or ?Olitica! 
character.10 The popular moven:ents provided a new morality during a time of 
immense change. By 1920, the free church, temperance a;:i.d trace union 
movements were nearly equal in strength, involving almost one-third of the 
Swedish population.11 

The majority of church-~ Swedes in America attended an Augustana 
Lutheran Church, the largest Swedish denomination established in the United 
~ Theliistory of Swedish lutneranism in America began in 1850 when 
Lars Paul Esbjom founded the first such congregation in Andover, Illinois. 
Esbjom, an ordained pastor in the Church of Sweden, had also been influenced 
by the liisare movement while still in Sweden, as had his co-workers, Ture 
Nilsson Hasselquist and Erland Carlsson. Their sympathy \\ith pietistic and 
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!!':>era. infi.:ences Jeopardizec their c!";ances fo; prommion within the Swedish 
.:2:.ird: sys!e'11. Tnat reason, combined with a ":Jeliei ir:. a divine call to serve 
$\\ edes who hc.c resettled in the new land, spurred them to move to America. 
X:ho.lgh t:i.ese men always served as defenders of the Lutheran tradition and 
doctrine, they :aced vastly different conditions in . .<\merica than in the well­
es:abiished chu:ch system of Sweden. Esbjtim traveled to a number of frontier 
to\\11.S in tte \fiddle West, organizing congregations, building churches, and 
we.king pre::d::.."lg tours. Hasselquis; followed him tO .?-..merica, and eventually 
be::ame the fiE: president of the Augustana Synoc in 1860. At the urging o:· 
Hasselquisc anc the Norwegian paswr in Chicago, Paul Andersen, E!"lanc 
Ca:-!sson a:-,swe:-ec the call to serve lrs'T!anuel Lutheran Church in Chicago -
tl:e first Sw::dis.: Lutheran congregation in the cit:-. Tnese men, trainee am: 
ed'Jcaied ir: :he S\\ edish Church, foun.ded a de:samina:ion which combir:ec r. 
Lu:heran he~tage a:id a strong allegiance to the Augsburg Confession with ar. 
independence :=-om the Church of Sweden rendered by the frontier conditiom 
in America.:: 

In i851, S\\eJes had joined with other Lutherans to form the Evangelica: 
Lutheran S: •oc of Northern Illinois. This assembly of Germans, Norwegiar.5 
anc S'.1:ede~ 500::1 ran into conflicts O\'er doctrine and ecucation of the clerg:,. 
Disser::ion. co:...pled with the increasmg migration of Scandinavians to tht 
l,;;:-...'.tec States, ;ed to the withdrawal of the Scandinavian conference and the 
for:nauon o: tie Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod in 
Konh .-\rne;-ica :n 1860. In 1870, the Korwegians withdrew from the Augustan;, 
Synod, leaving the Swedes in complete control. This denomination swoc 
independent!)', supported by neither the Church of Sweden nor the other 
Lutheran churches in the United States. After 1856, American Lutherans 
received no more recruits from the educated Swedish clergy, nor was the 
Swedish Church tempted to help the plight of those who had deserted their 
homeland. Tne Augustana Synod recruited their members in much the same 
manner as did tl!eir free church coumerpans, and educated their clergy a~ 

institutions o: their own creation. As George Stephensor. points out, "Nothing 
could be more ~nhistorical than to designate the Augustana Synod as the 
'daughter' oi the Church of Sweden. The founders, to be sure, brought with 
them the Augsb:..:rg Confession and the symbolic books, but even these took or. 
nev. meaning ... a..'1d in polity and practice the Augustana Synod has far more in 
cormnon with Congregationalism and Presbyterianism than it has with 
European Lu:heranism."13 

The Protestant Episcopal church was the only American denominatior. 
which srressed i:.s similarity to the Church of Sweden. The St. Ansgariu; 
Episcopal Curch in Chicago, formed in 1849 and inspired by the Episcopal 
churches in the >iew Sweden colony in Delaware. was the first Swedish 
congregation :n Chicago and the most successful Swedish Episcopal Church in 
mic nineteen:h-cent:.iry America. Although a very impor:am part of the early 
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Swedish community in Chic::go, !he St. Ansgarius Church never found a strong 
following among the i'111Tligrams who arrived in the decades of lc.:5e-scale 
migration after 1870. ~loreover, the Episcopal denomination never stared the 
spontaneity of the other Swedish denominational movements. The Episcopal 
Church represented a mo\·ement in which the clergy took the ini!iative in 
forming congregations, anc it never reached deeply into the roots of the 
Swedish people. Those who joined often did so as a reaction against :te strong 
moralizing tone voiced JY tl:e other Swedish denominations.14 

Both the Swedish Methodist and Baptist churches received financic.: support 
from the missionary funds oi their American counterparts. While cor.:ributing 
to the early successes of :hese churches, this close relationship e':entually 
challenged the independent status of the Swedish congregations. The 
Methodist and Baptist movements met with success in America and in Sweden.- · 
The Methodist missionaries to Sweden furthered e nineteemn-century 
revivalism there, and the first Swedish Methodist Church in America pre-dates 
the first Lutheran church. B~ptists founded their first church in Sweden in 1848, 
and their first Swedish church in America in 185~. Of the two, the Baptists met 
with the greatest success witl:i early Swedish imrnigrams, _stressing 
c"Oiigregationalism and revivalism. While revivalism was also prese:-:t in the 
Methodist churches. the hie:arc;uc nature of the Methodist church s:ructure 
did not appeal to Sweces who were skeptical of church authority. In addition, 
some Methodists preachec perfectionism which ran counter to :::.e more 
Lutheran belief in :he dep:-aviLy of human nature. Both the Baptis: :ind the 
Methodist efforts i::itllilly~ore;ented American denominations re2.c::ing 0ut 
to Swedish 1mmi~ ams. \\ "":i.ile these efforts met with a good me :::s_ill.e oi 
success, they could ne':er c::alle:igw~ hold of b.e utheran traditio :: o the 
Swedi~h people.15 

Not all Lutherar:.s, l::owe•:er. felt comfortable with the establishrr.e::! of the 
Augustana Lutheran S;11oc. ~fany of those who considered thernse>:es to be 
followers of Rose:llus and inheritors of the Swedish liisare beE=,:ed the 
Augusrana synod replicatec t':e stagnancy of the Church of S\l .. ece::. In ar. 
attempt to purify ti::.e L:.lthe ~an •:hurch, they formed loose mission soc:=:ies and 
held informal prayer rr:eeti•gs similar in style to the conventicles iz:: Sweden. 
These Mission Friends oelie·~·ed :he "inner call" of a ,P.erson to the m::-..:stry was 
adequate qualiIITT:ion for lay-:ninisters to practice and frowned ·..:?on the 
formality of thTiu:her:::n worsfop service. In this setting, the Augusta::a Synod 
became the defender of tradtionalism and the critic of spontaneous re'-ivalism. 
Even the non-conformists 1"-eeded to organize - if only to have the auchority to 

license its own pastors - and in 1872 the Scandinavian Lutheran Mission 
Synod in the United States w:>.s organized under the leadership oi a Dane. 
Charles Anderson. The for::iality increased with the formation of the Swedis'.! 
Evangelical Lurhe:«:.n ~lission S:11od in 1873 as part of the Synoc of '.\onhern 
Illinois, and in 1874, the :ormation of the Swedish Evangelical Lltherar. 
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Ansgarius Synod, par: of the Lutheran Generai Synod. In 1885, these latter two 
synods united 10 forrr. the Swedish Evangelical >Hssion Covenant in America, a 
separate denomination which adop!ed nc formal creed, followed no 
established liturg: , nor believed in clerical ves:ments. C.A Bjork became the 
first president of the Co\'enam, a cobbler by training and preacher by 
profession.16 

Not all Mission Friends were plea.sec with these denominational 
developments, claimL1g that the new unions us:::-ped the authority of individual 
congregations. The leader of the disai."'Iected. John G. Princell, refused to 
accept the Covenan: Chu:-ch. He believed C::at the most biblical form of 
Christian union was :!:a: of the local congreg::.::ol'!.:7 Eventually, even Princell 
recognized the ad\'antages of organizin; and :x1k part in the forrriJng of the 
Swedish b angel: caJ Free Church in !%8. Overall, the Mission Covenant 
Church benefited from the new waves of 5,, t ':iish immigrants arriving to the 
~ican shores. ltS creation paralleled the Mission Covenant Church in 
Sweden. but it ac:ed as a completely indepencem agent without an American 
counterpart. 

II 

The periuc frorr. 18SO ta 1920 was a time o: great transformation in both . - ..... 

Swedish and :\merican societies. Although S"1:eden lagged a bit behind the 
United States, both countries became increasingly urban and industrial. 
Swedes who left for Chicago did so largely for the OP.P.Ortunities the city 
o~d, opportunities which an ox.er.;R.QP.Ulated Sweden could not match. A 
large proportion of Swedes who came to Chicago left small, rural areas. Even 
those who lived in Swedell'..s-Ui:ban_r.egions_had not been exP.oseotathe 
immense ethnic diversity of a city such as ChicagQ..D~g~P.eriod,_?wedes 

built more than seventy-two churches in Chicago, creating a network of 
religious institutions that e:i..'tended throughou! the suburbanizing city. These __. 
churches P.rovec to be an imP.ortanLsour.ce-of_..,:olunt~_a@iation.Jor:,,,,the 

maintenance of ethnic and religious identit:;.. Churches became channels 
through which familiar_the.olagicaLdebates_anc;Lw.orship_ri,tual~couia- be 
continued. They provided a means of relari.Qnal, ethµic identification ~ 
solidari ty and used a language which Swedes cwld understan~. 
NO"i"al1 Swedish im.:nigrants in Chicago belonged to Swedish churches, 

however. When comparmg church membe:-shiP. statistics of the mairufoe 
Swedish denominations with ~he number of Swedish-born people in Chicago, 
membersfilpin the ch~~hes ranged from 20.?C/c to 35.8% oftneSwecfish 
pOpii latio n. Thi~ figure dro2s significantly. howe,·er., when second-generatl,pn 
Swedes are included in the calculati.on.>. \\'he:; compared v.itb the P ..• m1ulation 
of Swedish-born and-their-Amer.ican.;Q.Qq;_ children in ChicagQ,-J;hl.!r~c;h 
membership ranged fro:n 11.7% to 1.7.3 a_.:9 (See Table I) Despite the fact that 

,.-
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the majority of Swedes did not belong to a church, the -:hmches were among 
the strongest and largest ethnic institutions in Swedish Chicago and they.l!eld a 
significant place iilthe Swedish community. When Swedes moved to new areas 
ortiie""cftY.thej' started new churches before they began other ethnic 
associations. Furthermore, many more P.!QP.le attended church than actually 
joined and some churches did not report their membership..fifil!res, thus the 
imp act ... ofthe-clii!fChes was greater than their membership statistics might 
indicate. 

As churches provided aspects of continuity in lives which had undergone a 
great transformation in the move from Sweden to Chicago. they developed a 
character different from their countei;p_ruz.s in Sweden. Swedish churches in 
America were essentially voluntary associations, unlike the Swedish system 
wh ere members ip in the state church was automatic at birth. Although 
requirements for church membership varied from one denomination to the 
next, church members expressed values important to them simply by joining 
the church. The competitive church environment found among Swedes in 
Chicago also differed from the situation in Sweden. Swedish-speaking 
congregations could b~ found among . tlieLUtheraDS:-Baptists, .\tlethodists, 
Covenanters, Episcopalians, Seventh-Day .~dventists . and Free Church 
members. The Salvation Army also made great inroads among Chicago's 
Swedish OP.ulation.20 .\tlany Swedish churches in Amer.ca - especially those -following the free church tradition - tended to be ::nore lay-oriented and 
revivalistic than the Church of Sweden, ghing the chu:-ch a more democratic 
flavor. Churches became an amalgam of the Swedish theological 
developments. their American modifications. and the e.xperience of living in 
America. 

To focus the scope of the study, the next section v:ill concentra te on the 
creation of Augustana Lutheran and Swedish Cove:J.ant congregatio_ns in 
Chicago from 1880 to 1920. Indoing so, :t does not ceny the importance of 
other denominations nor the diversity of the Swedish community, even within 
the religious sphere. Rather, it attempts : analyze :be patterns of church­
building in two denominations with strong Swedish rears. created with little 
outside influence from .,.\rnerican denominarions. The . .:..:.:gm tana Lutheran and 
Covenant churches held different places on t!::e specm.::n of Swedish religious 
expression. The Augustana churches deiended the Augsburg Confession, 
stressed an educatea clergy and formality oi worship, an.d accepted infants as 
mepioers tlirough baptism. The Covenant churches we:e pietistic gatherings of 
confessed believers that rejected religio us creeds, accepted laY.-leadership 
\~ithin the church, and emphasized greater freedom in "vorship practices. They 
believed their denomination struck a balance between congregational 
autonomy and denominational unity. B\· 1920. these two church groups 
represented the largest denominations f S~:ed,i;;.sjn_CI'. icag!2.i..with membership 
intne Covenant churches equaling 41.6 S-:..· of the total Augustana Lutheran 
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member~:-:? fo r the same yea:- See Table I.) Despite their differences, both 
de~ornin :.. ::or:~ followed siwJla- :>aI:erns of church growth and development. 
cre:Hing ::. ne:wo;-k of congreg::.:..on.s which extended the Swedish corrununi~ 
th:-ougho.__: the city of Chicago. 

III 

Both the ,..\u?stana Lutheran ::.nd :he Co,·enant chu;ches began their work \ 
\\ith the establishment oT ::. siI:gle mother cong#egation, from which 
denomkc:ional churches spre ::.d frJoughout the city. In 1880, the largesc \JI 
Swedish ::m:ch of any denofil.:: ::.tio:::i was the oldest Swedish Luther::.:; churcl: 
in ·the c::y, Irrunanuel Luthe::- ::.n Church, founded in 1853. In the 18805 
I;;m-anee: Lutheran Churc~::=1ai:-.ed the most influemial and welk!tended 
Swe-disE ·:hurch in Chicago. B:. 1831. church membership reached a total o~-

127b, re;;:-esenting nearlylC·-, o: Chicago's Swedish-born residents. This 
church, : )Cated on the comer c :· S.~ge.:i_:,:ick.and.l:lnbhie~S.treetsz..held a place in 
the Swee.sh comml!nity ve::-y s::::iia:- to the local churches in Sweden. Swedes in 
Chicago :ooked to this church. _'le others like it, to perform sacred riruals in a 
familiar ~hurch setting and lc.::.;..iage. Immanuel's location, in the bean of the 
largest Swedish enclave on :'.le near north side of the city, assured its 
prnmine:J.ce to the Swedish :Jmrnunity as long as the Swedish population 
remaine:'. centralized in the c.:::-ea. \\!'hen Swedes moved to new areas of tht 
city, the church eventually fo:..owed . In 1918, Immanuel Lutheran Church of 
Chicagc and the Evangelic::... Lutheran Bethel Church - started by the 
Auguste.:::.&. Lutheran Missim: Board as an English mission in Edgewater in 
1907 - ::iade the momentous .:ecision to unite and form one congregation.21 

The '.nternal operations c: Immanuel Church from 1880 through 1917 
reflect :he institution's chanpig role in the community. As Table II clearly 
indicates, the decade from lSSl-1890 represented the peak of parish activity, 
especi21.!y in terms of marria~es and babies baptized and buried. During the 
1880s, ;:;.any young, single Swedes arrived in Chicago and found their mates in 
tne Sw::.:iish churches. ~1any :: these young people were married in the church. 
In add:::on, tne large numbe~ of infants baptized during that decade indicates 
that the ch!.!rch community '':::. ~ made UP. of many couples of childbearing age. 
These '.:mnigro.ntslooked to ::-:e church in times of j,QY. and sadness - to bless 
their r..arriages, baptize the:::- '.Jabies, and. to bury their loved one - mud~ as 
th~.n.e in their native : :mmry. These rituals added a sense o:" continuity 
to the:::- Jh·es. Even at the p:: ::..k of the church's activity, however, membership 
trend~ at Immanuel Lutte:::-an Church began to change. Tmal church 
~:-ship reached its al!-::me high in 1887: 1,558 communican t members 
and 76- non-commumcant r::. ::;nbers oelonged to fuanuel Church, for a total 
of 2,3~5 people.22 That sa_,e year the churcli cele6ratea- iis 1fiirty-fouf th 
15irthcc::.::, and from that pc·'. :-;t on, church membership and acthiry steadily 
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declined. At the ripe old age of thirty-four, Immanuel was already beg'.:ui:.5 to 
show its age. 

::Vlembership activity during the 1880s shows incredible fluidity ir_ the 
congregation. From 1881 through 1890, 1,556 new communicant mer::jers 
joined Immanuel, 289 transfe:red in from other churches and 1,261 .:a== in 
through confession of their faith. The church also lost members each ye~. In 
fact, records show that during this same period, 703 people were remo\·:;j -
probably to join other churches - 1,0..:.5 were simply dropped from the re~ster, 

and 19 ·.vere excommunicatec.23 Despite the turnover of members, le;.;.de~!hip 
in the church remained fair'.y consistent. From 1875 to 1909, C. A .. E>:ald 
served as Immanuel Church"s second pastor, succeeding Erland Carjson. 

Known for his speaking ability, Evald emphasized "prayer meetings", .. sp::-.:ual 
outpourings", and Bible classes, reflecting the pietistic tendencies four..d ·:.-::hin 
the earliest Lutheran churches.24 

Sunday school for children became an important way for imrnigra:::.s to 
transmit Swedish values to tfieir American-born diilaren. Interestingly er: : Jgh, 

un ay school itself had no Swedish precedent. The heterogeneous eun:c and 
religious conditions of American society, however, encouraged Sv,eces to 
embrace this American instirution ::.s a means of passing on their :..!l:e:-Ited 
Swedish religious culture.lS Attenda::.ce in Immanuel Church's Sund::~.· ~ : .:oo! 

grew from 560 in 1881 to 7:5 in 1S90. By 1892, Sunday school e;-..ro::=ien: 
reached 1,200, and averaged :.178 pe;:- year from 1892 to 1900. After r:::at ; Jint. 
the drop in Sunday school anendance to 700 in 1916 reflected the ag:.:ig :: the 
church's population and the :act that fewer children lived in the vici!...: :y : : the 
church. 

As the Near North Side of Chicago diminished in importance a.; a:: a:ea o: 
Swedish ~ettlement, so did the membership and activities of Immanue: c::._rcb.. 
In 1892, 1,510 people belor:ged to the church; by 1900, the nur:::.be~ b.ac 
decreased to 1,319.26 By 191-, the year before Immanuel and Bethe: .::: _::hes 
merged, membership at I.rrummuel c:opped to 986, 63% of its ail-m:-_e : .. ;::i :.:. 
1887. In 1919, the new uU::ed chl::ch purchased property at the .:J:::::~ c: 
Elmd<!;e and Greenview Ave:mes, ::: the Edgewater region oi the ..:: :-:.. _: '.'.::-: 

from the heavily Swedish Ar:cerson'.-'Jle area. The congregation mo\·e.::. _:::J i:.; 
new church in 1921, leaving :he olC Swedish enclave on the near :: Jr::: ;ice 
behind."7 The church, as a Swedish '..r.stitution, had outlasted the co:=..:.-::_.::iry·s 
needs. Conditions in the neig'.lborhood had changed: Italians and bl~::.:~ :=g:.w 
to replace the Swedes who '.:ad mo\·ed to newer areas of the city. _.\.:::.Ju::" 
nearly 1,000 people remainec on the membership register in 1917, the d:: ~:sio:: 
to mo,·e to Edgewater clearly showed that the old neighborhood ::.o : ~nge' 
remained central to the church's ope~ations.28 

Established in 1868, the ~orth Side Mission Church became r:::e ::-. )the!" 
chur"Ch to tl:ie rest of Cli1ca;::o's CoYenant Cl'iurches. Ifie small cor-.::r::: .::..l cic3" 
oe_gan as a rrussiCiiiSQCi~t'J...\'!.;illinlrr.:...'IlanuelLUrh~church with ,;: ; t:~ ssing 

80 



of i~ pc.swr. Eriand Carlsson. Originally .:aL:ing themseives "the Evangelical 
Lu~:::erc.:-. ;.fission Society of Chicago" :jey represented one of four such 
soc::::i::: < 1r. the United States. In 1869, :?:.nc was purchased and a building 
cor:::i!e:::c on ?\CJrth Frankl~treet nea:- W:-:iting~Street. on the near North 
Sid:: Ji. ::::iica!:'.O. This congregation remair:.ed :1ed to the Lutheran church, and 

~ 

no c.::::e ·.::as permitted to preach the wor.: o: God unless he adhered to the 
Lu::::erc.:: doctrine ang the Augsburg co::fe;sion._12rereguisites_to_Lutheran 
afff::":::ic. :-_ -~time passed and the congrepdo:: grew. the Mission Friends took 
on :'.-le;:- own distinctive characteristics. p'.c.cing g;-eat emphasis upon a 
fellc.::s!:::-;: of believers and spiritual renew::.... To push the split even further, the 
I.m::-_::.::l t.: :: ! Church barred Mission Friend :oi;:iorteurs from its pulpit. In 1870, 
the >:.:>:-:::: Side Mission Church became :.:icc.:-porated under the l~wsof"Jhe 
state o ~ lllinois as the "Evange ilcal L'.C:he :- an :\1issiona[Y Association of 
Chic:gc ·· and began licensing its first preac~.er s . l9 

T.::t C:::icago Fire destroyed the church :n l 371 and caused a major setback 
for :::-:'! :-:-:embers of the North Side Missio:: c:::urct. !\ Ot until 1873 was a new 
chu:- : .~ ::- _:ii dmg erected on the same s::::. ~owe\·er. By the early 1880s, 
atte:-.: a:-. :e a< the church grew rapidly ::.3 .:.:d ~he Sv. edish population in 
Chi~ :..g ;:·. Tne church's anniversary bookle:. Ti:-:: One Hundred Year.s, notes that 
"Mc.:.> p:· the new arnvals haci recently :iee::. converted in Sweden but the 
uncc:::vt:'. :-:ec also attended the church se:r.:ces which provided an opportunity 
for r:.fl~:::g friends and for social fellowsli2? ... The near ~orth Side of Chicago 
haj :ec.:i:ne a distinctly Swedish commu~ty between Chicago Avenue and 
DivE'Jn Streets ... There were large numbe:-s of families with young children."3!J ...... ....._.. 
Gr~g.anendance and the slight northwa:d rrtigration of the Swedes resulted 
in tl::: cection of a larger church edifice LJ. 1S87 on the southwes.LcQ.~f 
Mar;:et ',)rleans) and Vtniting Streets. 0,.. special occasi_ons,~the.auditorium 

coulc ~e~:L.:ooo-people, "which was said.at.the_tim~_of itS completion.to.be.the 
large:: asseml51yp !'ace in America for Swedish P.~pJ.e."31 

Ir. 18"8'9, the first year the Covenant churches reported their membership 
figures, ~00 people belonged to the Norlh Side Mission Church. Church 
mem'.:>ers::.ip peaked in 1898 with 556 people, a number claimed to be about 
one-t'.:Jrc :he number which actually attenced Sunday morning services. The 
Sunc::.:: S-:hooL aiways an important part o: the church's mission, reached an 
atten:a.nce of 1,200 people in 1900. Dun::.g r::::.e next nvo decades, however, 
churC:: :r.-=mbership steadily declined, and ":Jy :920, only 346 people belonged 
to tt-: c:::"Jrch.32 Similarly to Immanuel Lut:Cerar: Church, the North Side 
Miss:'.;:1 C.:1urch spawned new churches ir. new suburbs, but eventually fell 
victir:-. m:: ;f t0 changing neighborhood de2og:-aphics and a diminishment of 
inter-:::: ~'.::-iong second-generation Swedes. The One Hundred Years made the 
follo·.:.::i.g observation: "When [F. M. Johmc.:i.] began his ministry [in 1903], the 
Swed:.;h ;:-eople of the church neighborhood we:-e moving away faster than they 
were ::10 . mg in. Thi!> exodus continuec ! O inc:-ease with the passing 
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years ... Many membe~~ ... joined other Covenam churches in Chicago or in more 
distant places."33 In : 924. the North Side .\-fission Church, by then know,.n as 
First Covenant, mCJ:ed to the soutliwest corner at Albion and Artesian 
Avenues in West Ridge, an area located to the northwest of Andersonville. 
Neighborhood demographics mandated that the church relocate; another 
Swedish institution bad outlived the Swedisj re5idents in the area. 

The North Side Church became an bportant source of leadership for 
Mission Friends thro:.:ghout :he Middle West of the United States and played 
an important role ::: the formation of :he Swedish Evangelical Mission 
Covenant Church of America in 1885. Tbe church became known as the 
mother church for its assistance in the stani:lg new churches in Chicago and for 
the part its leaders p'.ayed in the leadership or' the denomination as a whole. 
C.A Bjork, the congregation's second full-rime pastor, served the church from 
1877 to 1894 while al.30 serving as the first president of the Covenant as a de­
nomination. He resigned as pastor when his job as president became a full­
time, paid endeavor. ~fembers such as A F. Boring, C. G . Peterson, Otto Hog­
feldt, and John Hagstrom also served leadership positions in the indepen­
dently-owned but de::ominationally-oriented publication., i\.fissionsvannen. A 
number of church members formed the Swedish University Association real 
estate partnership in ~893 , a "voluntary associa:ion organized ... for the purpose 
of buying and selling :he lands known as :\"orJ::i Park Addition to Chicago, a 
subdivision .. .in Cook County."34 This associ<!tio::i attempted to build a Swedish 
Covenant colony on :!le outskirts of Chic:igo ip. conjunction with the em.b­
lish'mem of a Cover.ant college - a necessa:;.· institution for the religious 
education of the Cm·e::iam clergy and for r:.e general education of immigrants 
and their children .. <l~:hough the colony W"-5 ne\·er the homogeneous· environ­
ment envisioned by l:e Land Association, :::ie 5chool located there, known as 
North Park College, ': ecame a focal point for t2e denomination. In all of these 
endeavors, the North Side Mission church ;iro,,·ed its important role as leader 
in the Covenant Churd1 of Arnerica.35 

IV 

As the Swedish popu::ltion in the city grew ar:c spread into new suburbs, t'.!e 
number of religious ifiltitutions serving th05;'! people likewise increased. In the 
process, the power .::nd influence of a 5ing.:e church such as Immanud 
Lutheran or First Co\·enant transferred to a '.arger number of smaller churches. 
In 1880, four Augustana Lutheran churches :.:.nd three congregations of Mission 
Friends existed in Chicago, located in the r.:.3..in '.:mbs of Swedish population on 
the North, South, a::.d >"ear West sides of :he city. The membership in 
Lutheran churches ~one numbered 2461. a ::.gure represeming 19% of the 
Swedish-born popula:ion in Chicago.36 Ey :920, Swedish Lutherans and 
Covenanters had bL:.!t :bir:y-two churct~s ::i Chicago. (See Table Im. 

82 



.;\!though membe::-ohip at Immanuel Lutheran Church and First Covenant 
Church declined a.-=:er the 1890s, the churches were not dead institutions. Their 
lives continued to £:.ow through the new churches their members helped create 
throughout the Cb:cago area. The creation stories of these daughter churches 
are quite similar: the mother churches helped seed them. sometimes with 
financial aid and c::en by supplying the core of charter membership. In 1868, 
Immanuel Church helped the new Salem Lutheran Church - located in a 
Swedish enclave o::i the SouL'h Side - with the gift of three lots, valued at 
$1,000. A number 'Jf L'!lillanue!'s members who iived in the area transferred 
their membership :o tb.e Salem Church, helping establish the new congrega­
tion .3~ Bethlehen: Lut'.Jeran Cmrch in Englewood. incorporated in 1876, was 
located in an up-a::j-coming Swedish enclave. Membership grew steadily until 
1916.38 Johan Fors·: erg, an important organizing force for Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, wrote the :allowing about the formation of the congregation: 

Ena!,ewood was then a S'Jburb of Chicago and QYkte a number of 
Swedish peop:e had settled there. Among them was a family named 
An erson. _ ~ . . ZVidersor: wa:s ~ainter anc was known as Painter 
Anderson. hi~ given narne I have forgotten. The Anderson Family 
had built a fi::e big home and were very gooc friends of the pastor 
of the Immru:'Jel congregation, Pastor Erland Carlsson. The Ander­
sons invited Pastor and Mrs. Carlsson to come and have afternoon 
coffee \vith teem, and before Pastor Carlsson was ready to leave be 
suggested tha: they have general prayer, and the neighbors were 
invited to come in and take part. A goodly number came, in fact so 
many that the large home could hardly accommodate them all.39 

>-
After that meeting, Erland Carlsson asked Johan Forsberg to begin pastor-

ate work in the Englewood area. A number of early members became person­
ally involved in the erection of a church structure. A.s Forsberg later surmised, 
"We have here a concrete example of what God bad done and can do through 
the coffee cup in tte m.:ssion work."40 

Trinity Swedish Lutheran Church was founded in Lake View, located to the 
north of Chicago, i.._11 1883. In the 1880s, developers subdivided the neighbor­
hood and residen:s began to migrate there from the city. Swedes came to 
dominate the area around the intersection of Belmont and Clark S.treets, 
stamping it with a cistinct Swedish flavor. Immanucl Lutheran Church began a 
Sunday school mission in the area which provided the groundwork for the new 
Trinity congregatio::i. From a membership of only 24 in 1883, Trinity Lutheran 
Church grew tCJ 953 members in 1920, rivalling but not quite reaching the 
numbers of Immanuel Lutheran Church.41 C. A. Evald, pastor at the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, ?resided over the organizational meeting in 1883. Services 
began in private homes and the Sunday School met at a carpenter's 
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workshop.42 

The founders of Trinity Lutheran Church, in a letter to the Immanuel 
congregation, explained their need for a new churci:J. This letter described first­
hand the close relationship between the two congregations and the attitude in 
which the new church was created. The letter, elo~uently drafted by Johan A. 

Enander. secretary of the new congregation and editor of Hernlandet. the 
newspaper of the Augustana Lutheran Church, re:iected the sense of destiny 
with which the founders viewed their steps. After addressing the Inunanuel 

Church \vitil the traditional religious greeting of "grace and peace". :he .etter 
quoted appropriate Old Testament verses: "The Lord our God be with us as :ie 
was with our forefathers; may he never leave us ::ior forsake us. May he tum 
our heans toward him, that we may conform to all his ways, observing his 
commandments, statutes, and judgments, as he commanded our forefathers."43 
The founders of Trinity Church believed they continued a long tradition of 
faith in their new community. 

The letter drafted by Enander emphasized th::.; the formation of this new 

church was not initiated in a spirit of competitior: or disenchantmem wit'.-! ;:::ie 
Immanuel Church: 

From me beginning, we would like to clarify :hat within this motiva­
tion tbere was not the least bit of dissatisfaction \vith our mother 
church in Chicago or her beloved pastor, nor the slightest "separ2.­
tion" in the negative sense of the word .. .T::ie motivation for this 
step. which we will take with the knowled~e and approval of the 
morher church, is the same as was made effective by the othe~ 
Swedish Lutheran Churches built in diffe~e::it pans of the ci:y of 
C1ic::.go and its suburbs. As a consequence .:if the not insigni::!ca::: 
dista:::.ce from the church at Sedgewick Stree: which exists for ::lar.:. 
of tl:e members belonging to Immanuel C:mrch who live ir: th'.s 
place. they - especially in wintertime - uni:ed \vith no s:n:...:: 
a:nm:.m of difficulty to visit worship services and the other regul::.~ 
u..eetings which they desired. These diffic..:.:ies were cenai~:: not 
b'.gge;- than they could overcome, they who ?Ossessed a real need :o 
hear God's word and in addition were giftec with health and power: 
b:n here, as in other places where our fellow countrymen are iiving. 
a 5ound mission work in Christian and churc'.:lly spirit is needed, and 
we seriously doubt that such can come to st::...rid with a less organized 
congregation ... Our so-named work shall car.y on. 44 

This ex.1ortation reflected the practical spirit :.n which these Swedes .:aciec 
out God's purpose in their lives. It also conveyed the caution with which :he:. 

took their steps, warding off potential or real cri::cism by their carefully-(hose:: 
words. The members went on to ask that Imm::...:uel Church provide f:iar:ci~ 
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assist:::.:1ce as it had to other new congrega:io!'ls in Chicago. The letter c::osed 
with :: ::n~ decree: "Although we hereby a:mounce that we intend to bu::d our 
o·.•-n c'.: ur :-: in Lake View, we feel this is no! i:: tl:e least extent observec 3.5 an 
ir:une.::ate: withdrawal out of Immanuel Church ... ·· The letter was datec Janu­
a.-y 2o. 18S3. and signed in Lake View, Cook County, Illinois by eightee:::. men 
who woulc provide the backbone of leadership for the new church.45 

Me:nbe:rship statistics show that fifty-five charter members joined the 
c'.:lurci. - :wemy-four of whom were comnur:.icant members. An exa1ni:::.ation 
o~ th -:- ac::2al list of charter members reve::..ls t::ar the twenty-four cormm:_;icant 
:mern'._-,ers consisted of twelve adult cou?les, and the remaining thi:-:;·-one 
oem'- ::r5 were their children. l.indoubtec : ~· . Tri;:ity Lutheran Churcl: wa~ in 
part ::~ea:ed as an institution ro preserve :'arr...!ly values and ethnic com_~urJty 
in ar: :.ip-and-corning Swedish enclave.46 The tasi: of church-building \!. ::s no! 
some:2lir:.~ these people had e:\-perienced lil Sweden, but they adaptec :o the 
fluid sur:-oundings of the newly-subdividec Lake View by creating the:~ own 
niche the:~e . Although the actual numbers never reached those of IUD.anuel 
Chu~ ::h ::.: its peak, membership and chC!rc::. activity was the larges; o: any 
Swec:sh church in Lake View. Consister:t leadership and neighborhood 
grow::i ::mmally reinforced each other anc' allowed for Trinity Chu:ch to 

thri\·e. 
T.1. e: s::enario played out at Trinity Lutheran Church also took place in a 

number of suburban Swedish Lutheran churches. Ultimately, the key factor in 
a chu:ct·s success was the demographic makeui:: of the neighborhood ir. which 
it wa<: lo::ated, especially in the years before 1920 when Swedish remai:;ed the 
primar: :anguage of the church . . .\5 long as new Swedes moved into c.:i area, 
the Swedish Lutheran church there continued to grow and thrive. v.-:::en the 
Swedish presence in a particular city declined, so did church membership, and 
some churches did not continue to grow beyond their first two decades. The 
average age at their peak for Lutheran churches established before 1900 whose 
membership peaked before 1920 was 28.5 years.47 For the churches estab­
lished f:om 1880 to 1920 which peakec' before 1930, the average age they 
reacbec' their peak membership was 25.13 years.48 A corollary to tlis same 
rrenc a3o held true: Swedish churches could not grow in an area umil they 
were demographically supported by incoming Swedes. For example, the Ebe­
nezer Lutheran Church, established in 189~ in the region of the ci:; which 
came to be known as Andersonville, remained quite small for the first !O years 
of its ex:stence. Started with a membership of 28, by 1902 the total number of 
church members had only reached 56. Ten years later that number hc.d grown 
to T 70. :md by 1930, when Andersonville was a thriving Swedish community in 
Chicago. membership at Ebenezer reached 1,259 people. By that time, Ebe­
nezer S:Jperceded Trinity Church in Lal:e \-iew as the city's largest a:id most 
active Swedish Lutheran Church.49 

Tne creation of the Covenant churcht~ occurred in much the same manner 
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and followed the same trends as did the Augustana Luther:J..n churches: meet­
ings began in people's homes or in other non-Swedish churches until the con­
gregation could afford to build its own church. The biggest difference between 
the two denomir:ations was that the Covenant churches were more l:i.v-oriented 
th@.uieir.Luthe:an coumernans, believing more stronglyiiliheimp~ rt nee of 
the congregatio:: and in the informality of the gatherings.5·: The surviving mi­
nu tes from the organizational meeting of th"e"mis!>i·6n Cover:ant Church in 
Moreland, loca:ed in a growing part of western Chicago known as Austin, 
recorded that o;i July 25, 1890, "several of Jesus's belie .. ·ers assembled at 
Leonard Larsor:.·s, 4735 Ohio Street, to confer about the Cb:isti:i...'1 :Vlission 
work in this are:=.." The chairman and secretary were selec:ed. and then "the 
meeting openec with the reading of God's word and prayer . .-\ft.er that, the 
decision was made to organize a congregation for God's kir.gdom and the 
congregation's ;:iame should be 'Svenska Evangeliska Missions-fOrsamlingen i 
Moreland"'. Or:ce the decision was made, the "brothers N .. -\ncerson, A. Lind­
holm, and Victor Franson were voted as trustees. It was al.so cecided to regis­
ter the church :inder Illinois State Laws." And so a new suburban Swedish 
church was bor:: on the outskirts of the city of Chicago. Wir::1 a -.vorc: of prayer, 
guidance from :he Bible, and a united sense of purpose, these ;iieti~ric Swedes 
created one of Chicago's many ethnic churches.s1 

The Swedish Mission Covenant_Church in Edgewater jeg::n ir: 1907 as a 
Sunda}' school ::n.issiop~oi.Jhe.~r.th Side .Mission Church . .-.\ ::ew, :espectable 
community on :::ie north side of the city, Edgewater borde:ec rhe :.\.'1derson­
ville communi:y on the east. The area grew after the :-.:.rn of :je century, 
especially· \Vhe::i elevated train service extended its ope:at:.Jns :o Howard 
Street in 1907 .. -\.s Swedes became more economically seci.:.re. :nar:y relocated 
to Edgewater tom areas farther south in the city, and the co::::ipom1on of the 
church reflectec that success. In 1909, Swedish Covenanters fo::nal:y organized 
the church in Edgewater. In 1913, membership nurnbe:ed : Q.. :n 1920 it 
reached 2si.s: 

When Sweces moved to Edgewater, as in other subu:·:is _r C:1c:!go, they 
brought their :.::Stitutional affiliations with them . .-\sample Oi :..!.3 ::-,eobership 
transfer certifi.:ates collected from 1909 to 1921 clearly de.:nc::lStra:es rhat the 
majority of ind:\iduals transferring their membership to tl:e :\Lssion Church ~ 
Edgewater car::e from other Covenant churches in the ciry. T:1ese certificates 
give a clear account of the network that connected Swedish Covenant churches 
throughout the city.53 (See Table IV.) Fully 80% of the certificates of transfer 
originated fror::i other Covenant churches in Chicago. Tne :nother church -
First Covenar:: Church - supplied 15.4% of these members. but :his number 
did not represent the largest proportion of transferees. On :be comr:iry, the 
Lake View Covenant Church - itself a spin-off congregdo:: - proved to be 
the real moth.e: church for the Edgewater congregation sqpl:-.ng .30. l C1o of the 
members who :ransferred to the new church. Whether the mcve :o Edgewater 
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;epresented a second or a 1hi::d mo\·e \\ithin Chicago, the movement took 
?lace within a Covenant co:::ext. SeYercJ people (3.5%) even kept their 
Co·;enam Church affiliation as :'.Jey mo\·ed to Chicago from :\1ichigan, Wiscon­
sin. or southern Illinois, and ::.no::he; 3.5% of the sample :ransferred from 
Covenant churches in Sweden. Although residential moveme:c.: for the Swedish 
immigrant was commonplace, ii was nm haphazard. 

Thus, the pattern found in tbe Covenant churches was tbe same as in the 
Augustana Lutheran churches: institutional development fol!owed population 
movement into Chicago's new suburbs. P..s long as Swede~ remained- in- the 
area, these Swedish-speaking churches :Jounshed. __ E t.4nic:!)• remained an 
important P.ar: of Swedish iden:'.:y, but :he ethnic institutions :hemselves could 
nm sustain all of the irrunigran:; · need; . nor couid they ~olc the Swede~ in a 
oanicular area of the citv. Muc: g;eate~ trends would lure :::e s-,•.-edes..tQ...ne\\ 
~eas: rapid population g~owtl\ :.:-! ~Ider areas o: Chicago. the '..ncr.eas~g,,ethnic 
diversity of the city, improved :::ansR.,,o:-tation nem:.orks. anc the dispers&.I of 
iol55 w newer and more scane::ed arec.s of Chicago. Suburbs beckoned new­
.com~h opportunities for to:ne ow:iership and increasing!y easy access to.­
_ioos, and the move there reflecied the unwaro1lliffiilit);..of.the..Swedish~e0mmu-:­
niry. The churches - institutio:l.S created by the Swedisl: immi ran d 
enurely dependent upon their se;>port - followed the oeoE~e. As a member of 
the Mission Church in Hum.bole: Park remembered: 'The area around Hum­
boldt Park had [by 1879] beco~e pan of the city, and the streets were laid 
out...More and more people mo·,·ed west, therefore it also beca.'!le necessary to 
move the [mission] work."54 Churches provided a context for immigrant mobil­
ity. 

The Covenant and the Lutheran churches, as well as the other Swedish 
denominations, became sub-communi:.:ies of the Swedist population in 
Chicago, and more expansively, in the United States. At the same time, they 
reflected the transition that was occurring in the larger Swedish community. 
N~ immigration from Sweden - halted during the First World War - never 
resumed the p.LQportiOiiSo'fiDiiiliffitioniii:thC:t880s.ancLihe.earl}.:J9.QQ§_. For 
th!_ first time since 1850, when Swedes were first regis.w:,e_d.o~ci~'s census, 
the Swedish-born population in Chicago_actually. declined.b.y....7..%..fr.om..19.l.Q to 
1920. During this same decade, church-building among Swedish Lutherans and 
Co~nanters declined significantly. (See Table III.) Th,.!. fa_glishJangy_age 
began to make some inroads asong some church organiza:.:ions, esRecially 
tho~geared toward the youth, but the fact that Swedish remai~ed t,lle_domin­
ant language of the churche;-lirr:ireathe churches' a2Real to :he immigrants' 
Amencaii:bOiilCfilrClren.55 As im.,'!lisrram institutions: the church population 
refi~ctea an overall agtng of the Swedish immigrant population. Swedish 

churches needed a nev.;,.IJ.g~Q.da.iLthe~:..chur.1>hes-weFe-t0-conti:lue...rn thti'&,.jn 
the post:immigFa:1fon·period. sG 

The 1880-191.(J period was an era of ins ti tu ti on-building. T.1e burgeoning 
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population of Chicago spilled over into new .::eas of the city which had once 
been empty prairie. These regions became ur"Janized: they were sulXllviOe'CI in 
an organized fashion accordin io..a.car.eiull;.;;;~e.y~Q.g~y.;'i~.!!1:. After the 
subdivision came the peopling. Farmland ga•:e wax to city streets and empty 
lots, w ich soon oecame dotted with new '.:ouses, sho.ps, and significantly, 
churches. The peoplewhornoved to these ar=as began to recreate it in ways 
which made sense to them. They were not fa:mers living on scattered farms; 
they were city-dwellers who created multi-:·aceted, personal communities. 
They lived in close proximity to one another, and they created institutions 
which helped preserve what they deemed iqiortant in their lives and which 
created a civilized environment in the wi!C outskirts of Chicago. To the 
shapeless prairie they added form - the fom of a community they understood 
- and to that form they added substance, devising ways to remember and 
incorporate their Swedish beliefs and traditions while living and working in an 
American city. 

Notes 

1 For an account of how historiar:s of Americ::.n Christianity have incorporated 
immigration into their writing, see Jay P. Dc:an, "Immigration and American 
Christianity: A History of Their Histories," ir: A Century of Church History: The 
Legacy of Philip Schaff, ed. Henry \V. Bowde:: (Carbondale, 1988), pp. 119-147. 

1 See Oscar Handlin, The Uprooted (Boston, ~951). 

3 Timothy L. Smith, "Religion and Ethnidr:. :n America," American Historical 
Review 83(1978), 1155-85, p. 1178. 

4 Ibid. p. 1175. Also see Timothy L. Smit::. "Religious Denominations as Ethnic 
Communities: A Regional Case Sri;dy," CJ::.;ch History 35 (1966) 207-26. In 
Jay P. Dolan "The Immigran:s :.nd The~ Gods: A New Perspective in 
American Religious History," Church H:Scc~: 57 (1988), 61-72, Dolan argues 
that immigrants of a variety of ethnic and re:.'.gious backgrounds experienced a 
very personal God. John Bodnar s:resses rejgious divisions within immigrant 
groups in John Bodnar, The Transpi:mteci (E:0omington, 1985). 

5 The People of Chicago: Who a·e ae and TF~re we have been (Chicago, 1970), 
pp. 17, 30. 

6 "Chicago the Culmination of the Religiow Movement of the 19th Century," 
Chicago Tribune, December 12, 1897, p. -il. Also see Herbert L. Witsee, 
"Religious Developments in Chicago, 189.:-1915" (unpublished M.A. thesis. 
University of Chicago, 1951). 

88 

i 
J 



7 A :<Ji6 study of religious gro:ips ir: :be Uri:ed States clcimed that 132 of the 
200 denominanoru studied repartee all or :;1rt of their congregations used a 
foreign language. );ationally, a total o~ 42 :anguages were used in American 
churches. See Doian, "Immigration and AI::erican Christianity: A History of 
Their Histories". p. 125. 

s For a more co;:np!ete discussion of tbeological developments and debates, see 
Karl A. Olsson, By One Spirit (Chicago, 1962). pp 1-174. Also see Franklin D. 
Seo;;. Sweden: The .\'arion 's His;ary (Minneap.Jlis, 1977). 

9 To~ . .;e'. J anssor... Adenonhundratalers. associc:iom:r: forskning och problem /..."Ting 
err ;.~:::-angfullr I '.Jmr . .un eller sa1•1mar;s!uming:_:;-in~iper ocl: foreningsfonner c:a 
lSW:-1870 (Upps2.lc.. 1985), p.170. 

10 S\·en Lundbis:, Folk:rorelsema 
(Stock.he lm, 19-- \ ;:i. 226. 

11 Lu:idkvist, p. ::.- . 

de1 svenska samhiillet: 1850-1920 

12 George M. S:ep'.:lenson. The Religious As;ecrs of Swedish Immigration: A 
Study o_( Immigram Churches, (Minneapolis, :932j, pp. 149. 150, 151, 163; For 
an overview of t'.:e formation of the Augusranc. Lu:herao Synod, see G. Everett 

Ard:: ::. Augustan::; Heritage: Hisrory of the Au5 .. mana Lutheran Church, (Rock 
Island, 1063); anc Oscar N. Olson, The Augusrc;.na Lutheran Church in America: 
Pioneer Period 184c to 1860 (Rock Island, 1950) .. t\.lso see Emory Lindquist, 
Shepherd of an lmn:igrant People: The Story c_.: Er/and Carlsson (Rock Island, 
1978). 

13 Stephenson, pp. i-6-1 i7. 

14 See Ulf Beijbom, Swedes in Clzicaga: A Demographic and Social Study of the 
1846-WSO Immigration (Vaxjo, 1971), pp. 51-52; and Stephenson, pp. 210-222. 

15 See Stephenson, P?· 246-263. 

16 For a comprehensive study about the fo:ma::on of the EYangelical Covenant 
Church in J\merica, see Karl A Olssor.., By One Spirit. Also see David Nyvall, 
The Swedish Covena.'1ters: A Hisrory (C1icago, 1930); George Stephenson, pp. 
264 to 292: and Dale Weaver, Evangelical Col'enant Church of America: Some 
Sociological Aspects of A Swedish Emigrwzt Denomination 1885-1984 (Lund, 
1985). 

17 Princell \\Tote e):te!'lSively in the Swedish religious newspa;:ier Chicago Bladet, 
edited by John \fa~enson. In it, Pri:J.cell cc.5tigated the formation of the 
Covenam denomination as "spirin1al adulter;.-" and "spiritual communism", 
expressions relating :nore to protecting congregational independence than to 

any Marxist ideo:ogy. His corrunents led th':: delegates at the Covenant's 

organizati nnal meer::ig to han Princell fro::: addressing the group. See 

89 



Protokoll, Svenska Evangelisk lvlissions-Forbundet. ~ ~85: ::-an.,Jarions hy Fred O. 
Jansson of 1885-1889 yearbooks available in Cc-.en;i:n .-lichives. Aiso see 
Olsson, pp. 314, 315; Karl A Olsson, Into One Br;dy ... By the Cross (Chicago, 
1985), pp. 3-181; and Frederick A Hale, Trans-Atlantic Conservative 
Protestantism in the Evangelical Free and Mission Coi·,:nam Traditions (New 
York, 1979). 

is For more information about the Swedish imrnigrar.:.s in Chicago prior to 
1880, see Beijbom, Swedes in Chicago. Also see Ul:· Beijbom, ··swedish­
American Organizational Life," Harald Runblo::; and Dag Blanck. eds., 
Scandinavia Overseas. Patterns of Cultural Transfom:ation :n .\"onlz America and 
Australia (Cppsala, 1986), pp. 52-81. 

19 Statistics derived from the Protokoll for the A.ugt.:.stana Lutheran, and 
Swedish Baptist, Methodist, and Covenant Churches. Free church statistics are 
not available for this period. Chicago population figures drawn from The 
People of Chicago. 

20 The history of the Scandinavian Salvation Anny is a story unto itself. See 
Edward 0. Nelson, "Recollections of the Salva:'.on Army's Scandinavian 
Corps", The Swedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly, 39:~ (Oc:ober, 1978), pp. 257-
276. 

2

1 Abounding in Thanksgiving: Immanuel Lutheran. Church, A J1ember of the 
Illinois Synod Lutheran Church in America, Printed :..:i co::m:emoration of the 
125th Anniversary, 1853-1978, (Chicago, 1978). For :::;e best :reatmem of the 
early history of :he Immanuel Lutheran Church, see Und~uisc. Shepherd of an 
Immigrant People. 

22 Statistics and internal church activity compi~ed :·:-on: Prr;;rokoll, (.\foline, 
1883) and (Rock Island, 1884-1893). 
23 Ibid. 

24 Abounding in Thanksgiving, p. 14. 

25 

See Anne M. Boylan, Sunday School: The For':atic '! ..1:· an American 
Institution 1790-1880 (New Haven, 1988). 

26 Membership statistics and church activity doc~me=red :n Protokoll, 1893-
1894; Referat ofver Evangelisk Lutherska Augustan.a Synodens .-lrsmote (Rock 
Island, 1895-1920); and Abounding in Thanksgiving,?· :-". 

21 Abounding in Thanksgiving, pp. 15-18. 
28 Referat, 1912-1918. 

29 

See Philip J. Anderson, " 'Once Few and Poor .. .': ...\. B:-iei History of tbe 
Early Nonh Side Chicago Covenant Churches," p;:. 4<2, in North Side 

90 



Centennial Celebra:10n, 1885-1985 (Chicago, 1985); The One Hundred Years: 
Diamond Jubilee Book .. First Mission Covenant Church of Chicago. (Chicago, 
194~) , [:t\o page numbers given in booklet]; and Oscar Theodore Backlund, 
"Survival Factors of !>fission Covenant Churches in Chicago," (Unpublished 

M.A. thesis. Cnh e~sity of Chicago, 1935). 

30 The One Hundred Years. 

31 Ibid .. 

32 Statistics.from Protol:1Jll: SEMF, 1885-1920. 

33 The One Hundre:: Years .. 

34 Abstract of Title. :\'o:ch Park Addition to Chicago for the Swedish University 
Association (1896 to 1920). See also Anita R. Olson, "Norte Park: A Study in 
Comrnu!'ity" (unpu1:Jlished M.A. thesis, Northwestern Unive:-sity, 1985), pp. 14 

and 15. 

35 See Olsson, By 0•1e Spirit. pp. 349-350, 372. 

36 Protokoll H alle: vid Ska.ndinaviska Evangeliska Lutlzerska Arsmote (Moline, 
1881); and The People of Chicago: iv?w We Are and Where We Have Been, 

(Chicago, 1970) . 

37 Abounding in il:anksgiving, pp. 11-12; Protokoll, 1882-1894; Referat, 1895-

1921. 

38Protokoll, 1881-i894. Referat, 1895-1921. 

39 As recounted ir. Bethlehem 1875-1950, (Chicago, 1950), p. 10. 

40Bethlelzem 1875-1950, p. 10. 

41 Protokoll, 1804; Referat, 1921. 

42 Minnes-skrift: Svenska Evangeliska Lutherska TrefaldighetsfOrsamlingen i 
Chicago, Illinois,(Rock Island, 1908), p. 7 .. 

43 I Kings 8: 57. 58. This letter appears in the minutes of the first 
congregational organizational meeting which met January 26, 1883. These 
minutes and the letter are reprinted in Minnes-skrift, pp. 7-9. 

44 Minnes-skrifc, pp. 8, 9. 

45 Minnes-skr~ft, p. 9. 

46 Minnes-skrift, pp 14. 

47 The Lebanon Lutheran Church was not included in this figure. Established 
in 1896, membership peaked only 8 years later with 90 members, an unusually 

short period of time. 

91 



.:s Protokoll 1880-1894, Referat 1895-1921, Referat Illinois-Konfert!11~·-:1zs. 1921-
1930. 

49 
Protokoll 1893-1894, Referat 1895-1921, Referat Illinois-Konferen.s:n.s. 1921-

1931. 

so The following sources reveal the similarity in the patterns of churct-bu:~ding: 
The Evangelical Covenant Church of South Chicago 75th Anniversar:. Se.~;ices, 
(Chicago, 1958); The Evangelical Covenant Church of South Chic:zgc. 90th 
Anniversary, (Chicago, 1973); Sfrty Years for Christ, 1877-1937: S!vec:.Sh Zvan­
ge!ical Mission Church of Douglas Park, (Chicago, 1937); Sfrty-sever. Ye:::rs of 

Yesterdays and Dedication: Mission Covenant Church, Blue Islam;: II::nois. 
(Chicago, 1961); The Golden Jubilee of the Mission Covenant Chu..--:h. Blue 
Island, Illinois, (Chicago, 1944); Seventy-fifth Anniversary Booklet: L.::zke ~ew 
Mission Covenant Church, (Chicago, 1961); Calvary Covenant Churci:: Ff:'tieth 
Anniversary, (Chicago, 1956); Grace Covenant Church Fifteenth An'?ive'!ary, 
(Chicago, 1976). 

51 Protokoll-Bok ofver Svenska Evangeliska Mission.sforsamlingen ! .\:or:.J!Ui, 

Illinois, Volume I, July 25, 1890. Manuscript collection, Covenant Arct.:·;es. 

52 Philip J. Anderson points out that this church earned a reputatio:: aI::ong 
Covenanters in Chicago as the "silk stockings" church in his essay "'O=.ce Few 
and Poor"'; also see Ernest W. Burgess, Community Fact Book (Chicago, 
198.+ ), page 193; Protokoll: SEMF, 1907-1921. 

53 Certificates of Membership Transfer to the Mission Covenant C:::.rrc: in 
Edgewater, 1909-1921, Manuscript Collection of the Covenant Arch:•:es. 
54 

i'vfinnesskrift. ofver Svenska E. Lutherska 1vfissions-forsamlingen vid H:.m: ::dt 
Park, (Chicago, 1909), pages 11, 12. 
55 

T.ne Illinois Conference of rbe Augi.lstana Lutheran Synod adopted :=n~ ·sh 
as tl::eir official language in 1921; the Covenant church did not adopt :=n.:· sh 
Until 1929. 

56 
For more about these transitions, see Stephenson, pp. 458--1-56; Stu:t L:d· 

mark, Swedish America, 1914-1932: Smdies in Ethnicity with Emphasis Jn :::i­
nois and .\1innesota (Chicago, 1971); Philip J . .Anderson, "The Coven~t :o.::d 
the American Challenge: Restoring a Dynamic View of Identity and ?lc:-J­
ism," in Amicus Dei: Essays on Faith and Friendship Presented to Karl A. Ols.!;n 

On His 75tlz Binhday, ed. Philip J. Anderson (Chicago, 1988), pp. 109-1.+-: Jc::.O 
E. Kullberg, "Age Distribution in the Covenant," Covenant Quaner(v 1 ~9.!: ). 
33-37; and Lorraine R. Oblom. "Determining Factors in the Growtl:: Ji :: e 
Evangelical Mission Covenant Church of America," Covenant Qua.:-:=r~. 3 
( 1943) 25-33. 

92 



Tablf: I. Membership in Chicago's Swedish Churches 1880-1920 

:.:.zn:: ~ -ship Figures in Selected Denominations 

;J.?nC ·>;inarion 1880 :890 1900 1910 1920 

. .:..."Jg-.-:: ana Lutheran 2461 ~231 5784 9776 11056 

~hs~ .Jn Covenant 
871 1719 2503 45% 

5,"Ve:.:sh Bapnst 208 209 ~ 2390 2897 301S 

Swe:.:sh Methodist 715 1705 2154 2563 230-

~ore: : .\fembership 3384 889S 12047 17739 209T 

.\fe···:!Jership as Percentage of Swedish Srock• 

. .:...u~.! s:ana Lutheran 
6.8<: 5.6% 8.4% 9.1 r . 

r :,·b;:or. Co,·enant 
l.4r: 1.7% 2.1% 3.8<: 

J 

I 
S\•. e jist Bapns: 

3.4r: 2.3% 2.5% 2.sr~ 

Swe fab Methodist 
2.7rc 2.1% 2.2% l.9C-~ 

Tc:::.: .Mernbership 
i4.3rc 11.7% 15.2% 17JC-c 

Tc::i! Swedish Stock 
622:5 103220 116740 121320 

•T:.ese numbers include Swedish-born and their .A.merican-born children. 

Table II. Immanuel Lutheran Church Parish Acthity 1881-1917 

1\·:~ ·nbers per year 1881-1890 1892-1900 1901-1910 1911-1917 

C :mples married 118.4 56.11 44.3 44.0 

Baptisms 
232.0 130.6 61.8 53.3 

Adult funerals 15.9 16.1 17.4 17.4 

CJ.ildren's funerals 21.5 6.2 1.2 0.6 

S:udents confirmed 62.0 80.0 81.0 41.3 

Table III. Augustana Lutheran and Mission Covenant Churches established in 

Chicago 1880-1920 

Pre- 1880- 1890- 1900- 191(: 

1880 18S9 1999 1909 192(1 

. ..\ugustana Lutheran 4 :: 7 8 2 
-

'.>-lission Covenant 3 £ 5 4 0 

Totals 7 
,~ 12 12 2 
1; 

Total Churches Established up to 1920: 46 
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Table I. Membership in Chicago's Swedish Churches 1880-1920 

Membership Figures ir: Selected Denominations 

Denomination 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 

Augustana Lutheran 2461 .+231 5784 9776 11056 
Mission Covenant 871 1719 2503 4596 

Swedish Baptist 208 2091 2390 2897 3018 

Swedish Methodist 715 i.705 2154 2563 2307 

Total Membership 3384 8898 12047 17739 20977 

Membership as Percemage of Swedish Stock" 

Augustana Lutherar. 6.8% 5.6% 8.4% 9.1% 

Mission Covenant l.4o/c 1.7% 2.1% 3.81k 

Swedish Baptist 3.4o/c 2.3% 2.5% 2.5% 

Swedish Methodist 2.7o/c 2.1% 2.2% 1.9% 

Total Membership l~.3~c 11.7% 15.2% 1739' 

Total Swedish Stock 62235 103220 1 ~ 6740 121326 

*These numbers :.nc:-.:de Swedish-born and :heir American-born children. 

Table II. Immanuel Lutheran Church Parish Activity 1881-1917 

Numbers per year 1881-1890 1892-1900 1901-1910 1911-1917 

Couples marriec llS.4 56.11 44.3 44.0 

Baptisms 232.0 :30.6 61.8 53.3 

Adult funerals 15.9 16.1 17.4 17.4 

Children's funerals 21.5 6.2 1.2 0.6 

Students co~ec 62.0 80.0 81.0 41.3 

Table III. Augustana Lutheran and Mission Covenant Churches established in 
Chicago 1880-1920 

Pre- 1880- 1890- 1900- 1910 

1880 1889 1999 1909 1920 

Augustana Lutter:::: 4 5 7 8 2 

Mission Covena:n 3 8 5 4 0 

Totals 13 12 12 2 

Total Churches Es:::.":'llisbed up to 1920: .+6 
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