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OID TESTAm#AT PROFHETISH

Teminolocy
A, Divisional
1, Former Prophets
a, Basically historical in content
b. Term "prophet" was attached to them because they were
considered to be prophetic in authorship
c, Term "former" does not refer to chronology but to the
order in the canon in relation to the writing prophets
d. 3o00ks included (Joshue, Judges,I&Il Samuel, I&II Kings)
2. Latter Prophets B o )
a2, The writing prophets
b. Order in the Jewish canon
1) dajor prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel
2) llinor prophets: fdosea-Malachi h
c. Daniel
1) Placed in the historical section of the "Writines"
in the Jewish canon
2) An historical-prophetic work
3) The critical problem of the datina

B. Hebrew terminolowy for a prophet
1. Ro'eh

a, Translation: Seer

b. One who throusch the means of si~ht, inward or outward,
has the messace of God revealed to him

¢. The stress is on the means of reception rather than on
the means of delivery

d., Individuals
1) Semuel (I 3cm 9:9, 11, 12, 19; 1 Chron 9:22;26:28;29:29)
2) Zadoc (II Sam 15:27)
3) Hanani (II Chron 16:7)
L4) General useace (Isa 30:10; Jer 1:1; £zek R:6;

Amos 7:8; 8:2; Zech 4:2)

2. Hozeh
a, Nearly synonymous with Ro'eh (cf. denani above)

. Translation: Seer
, The stress is on the meons of reception
Individuels

1) Gad (II Sem 24:11)

2) Heman (I Chron 25:%)

3) Iddo (II Chron 9:29
Hononi (II Chron 19:2)
Asoph (I1 Chron 29:30)
Jeduthun (II Chron 35:15)
Amos (Amos 7:12)
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. Translation: Prophet

b, The stress is on the function raother than on the means
of reception. A prophet wos o messenger of o god.

c¢c. The term occurs over 300 times, It will be dealt with
more fully in subsequent discussions,

d. The femole counterpart (prophetess)

1) Miriam (Ex 15:20)

2) Deboroh (Judl:14)

3) Huldeh (II Xings 22:14; II Chron 34:22)



b, Lﬁh,Plohlm
Translation: iian of God
b. The stress is on the relctionship between mon and God

1) Neeative: ot ©11 men -- 2 lost relationship
2) Positive: A mediqtor -- to go between God ond man

c. Individuals
1) lioses (Deut 33:1; Joshuc 1k:6; I Chron 23:14;
“"I1 Chron 30:16; Ezro 3:2; Ps 90:1 'title')
2) Samuel (I Som 9: Lff)
3) Shemiah (I “ines 12:22; II Chron 11:2)
L)E1ijoh (I fines 17:1R8, 24 II {inas 1:9)
§) "EIisha (II Xinas 4:7-13:19)
6) Dovid (II Chron 8:1L; seh 12:24)
7) Iednlich (Jer 35:4)
2) Anwel of :ahweh ( Judges 13:4)
9)

q\ Acainst 311 (i Sam 2: 27}
b) Against 3ethel ond Jeroboom (I Wines 13:1)
¢c) To Ahab (I kings 20:29)
d) To Amazish (LI Chron 25:7,9)
5. The relotionships of these various terms
. Ro'eh and ilozeh stress the reception of the message
Habi' stresses the prophetic function of spokesman
'ish Zlohim stresses the medictorial aspect
Overlappine of useage
1) Pzrallel use of Ro'eh and wozeh in connectionwith
donani (II Chron 16:7; 19:2)
2) Parallel use of dozeh and w“abi' in connection
with Gad (II Sam 24:11)
3) Parallel use of Ro'eh and Yabi' in I Sam 9:9
L) Relation of 'ish #Zlohim to the other terms for o
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propnet
a) Parailel use in connection with Ro'eh and .abi'
(I Sam 9:2,9; I {ines 13:17)

bh) .ot used in on immediate context with Hozeh
6. Schools of prophets )
a, Loose associations of prophets
b. ot necessarily a place of instruction
c. Found moinly durins two periods
1) Days of Samuel
a) debel :obi'im -- Zand of prophets (an _essocistion)
" Som 10:5-12; 19:19-.20
¢) Indications of an increase in numbers
d) Samuel mav have been the head over 2ll the
prohets (I Sam 19)
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2) Days of Zlijah and Zlisha
a) 3ney :anabi'im -- Sons of the prophets
b) An individual prophet like Llijah or Elisha

was probably the head of the aroup
c) Economical and social elements of the relation
d) Educational relationship
e) Relation of the phrase "Sons of the Prophets"
to the term dabi'®
In some contexts the sons of the prophets
seem to have no independcent power or
authority while in others one of the sons
of the prophets is celled a prophet
(ef, Il Kingg 61653 I1I Kines 9:1-43 1 Hinge
20:35, 373, b1



L3

! I. Chronoloay ,
A, Some of the prophets bhefore the time of lioses

1. Awle (Iuke 11:50,51)
Fnoch (Jude 14)
rogh? (Gen 9:24; II Peter 2:8)
Arrahem (Gen 20:7)
Patriarchs?
cf. The patriarchal blessines by Isaac (Gen 27:2%, 29)
Jacob (Fen LQ)
3, fioses the Frophet
1. Relation to the other prophets
a, None like him (sium 12: Deut 34:10-12)
b, The prophets huilt on the 01d Covenant whose human
founder was .:oses (cf. Deut 18:1¢%)
2, A servant (Num 12:7)
3. Compared with Christ (Hebrews 3:1-6)
C. Institution of the prophetic office (Deut 1%:9-22)
1. Neaative: not like the heathen (vv 9-14; cf. Ex 22:18;
Lev 20:27; Gal 5:20; Rev 22:15%)
2. Positive: one like lioses, one from smone Israel
3, As they are about to enter the promised land
4., Divine in its oriain
5, iiediatorial in nature
6. Looks for ward to the office of Christ (cf :eb 1:1,2)
D. Pre-Literary prophets after the time of Hoses
1. Period of the Judzes ‘
a. Unnamed prophets (Judeces 6:2; I Sam 2:27)
b, Samuel (I Sam 3, etc.)
2. Period of the kinezdom
a. Samuel '

0N

b. God (I Sam 22:5; II Sam 24:11)
c. Tathan (II Sam 7:2; 12:25; I Xines 1)
d. Ahijah (I Kings 11:29; 1hk:2, 1R8)
e. Jehu (I Kings 16:7, 12)

f. TElijsh (I Kings 7ff)

. Elisha (I ¥ings 19- II .ings 13)

h, licaiah ben Imlah (I Kings 22)
E. Literary prophets
a, . Approximate time of activity
Conservative dating Critical detine(where

) differing)

1. Isaiah 7h6-69R /I (1-39) 746
| II (40-55)540 |
\III (56-66)450 )

2. Jeremiah 626-586 B

3, Ezekiel 592-570

L, Daniel 590-530 165

5., Hosea 725

6. Joel 230 Lth or 3rd cent

7. Amos 760-755

2, Obhadiah (850) (52%) §R g

9, Jo0 nah 760 L30

10. :‘icah o Dy Wy g

11. Tehum 625 post £21

12, dabakkuk 607

13. Zephaniah pre 621

14, Hagzal 520

15. Zecharieh 520-518

16, .ialachi 3=



h., Ceneral erea of activity

N(i. Ngrth
p Hosea, Amos, Jonah (:ineveh)
2 . S.Q_}_-Lt‘" .

Joel, Obadieh, Isalah iticah, _.sghum, ilabakkuk,
Zephanlah, Jeremiah, Ha“¢al, Zecharlah nalachl

3 :eb*rlon

b Ezekiel, Daniel
F, Summary
1. Coeval with the beginning of redemptive historv:

Protevancelium

a, "First prophecy" of a divine Redeemer (Cen 3:15)

b, Spoken directly by God without the necessity of
prophetic intermediation

2, The paprjaxgus, especially Abraham, were recipiants of
visions and divine revelation

3. God spoke "face to face" with iloses

L, Until the close of OT propheCJ with :lalachi, prophets appear
continually in Hebrew history

5. Prophecy rose to ~reat literary heishts in the pre-exilic

oracles of Isaiah and Jeremiah

IIT, The character of prophecy
A, Associated with the Spirit of God
1, sum 11:24; I Sam 10:5,6; 19:2h; II Peter 1:20, 21
2. Ecstacy was sometimes present, but it would be an error to
consider it the predominant characteristic
B, True and False
1. False
e, Outside of Israel
1) e¢f, Deut 18:9ff
2) Same terminolozy used
a) Terminology is not the criterion
») The message and its source is important
h., Within Israel '
1) Prophets of 3aal and Asherah (I Kings 1R8:19ff;Jer 2:8)
2) Yahweh prophets (I .lings 22; II Thess 2:9-12; Jer

14 14FF; 23: 13Tf; 27-29)

a) TFalse prophets sometimes associated together
about a common center, such as the
king's court_ (cf I {ings 22)

b) Often willine to speak a messacge that would be
pleasing to the kine in order to seek his
favor (cf. the messenser who tried to
persuade ‘iichieh, I {ines 22:13)

c) iien who could he deceived (I {ines 22:21-22

d) Those who prophesied for self ( Lz 13:7 & 9)

(1) Product of a 1lving spirit (Ez 13:6)
(2) Product of his own heart (Jer. 23:14)
2. True
a2, Outside of Israel (cf =Zelaam .um 22:5ff)
b, dithin Israel
1) Criterla for determining the true

8) iiracles (&x 4:7)

b) Tulfilled prophecy (Deut 18: 21,22)

c) ditness of the Spirit (I on 4:1-3)

) Primary purpose of the prophet
(1) To promote self--false (iiicah 3:5,6,11)
(2) To promote God--True
e) Conformity to the Jord of God (Deut 13:1-4)



2) Characteristic elements
a) Called hy God
) Did not arise out of the false (the false were
a deterioration of the true)
o ¢) Direct revelation as a «ift from God rather
than instruction of men

TV The functions of the Prophet
A, Passive
1.The reception of the Word of God
2, lieans of reception
a. .dearine
"1y Yahweh speaks ~-- the prophet hears
2) Unique position of lioses ( dumbers 12:6-7)
3) Internal aspect
L) Association with other means of reception
b, Seeins
tahweh shows -- the prophet sees
2) Dreams
a) The consciousness of the dreamer
h) Truthfulness of the message
(1) ‘ot affected by the method
(2) ‘ot all dreams hear the messare of :ahweh
(cf. ceremiah 23:23-32)
3) Visions
a) The mind of the prophet is lifted to & hich
plane of intereourse with God
») The prophets, while in the visionary state,
retain the faculty of reflection and intro-
spection (cf. Isaiah 6:17f)
¢. Theophanies
d. Often hoth hearing and seeing are involved at the same
time, and in most cases it is the word which is the
most important aspect since it makes understandable
what has been seen. The word also becomes the vehicle
for transmitting the message, not only to the prophet
but also from the prophet to the people
3. The term "passive" is not meant to convey the idea that the
prophet is not in control of his faculties hut that the
origin of the message is God and not man,
3, Active
1. The result of the commissonine by God and the message from Cod
2. Proclamation of the word of God
a. Relation of the prophet to God -- spokesman
(cf, Exodus L:15, 16; 7:1,2)
b, liethodoloey of the proclamation
1) Indirect
2) Direct
c, ~ature of the proclamation
1) Grounded in the previously <iven word of God
2) Speaks to a then present situation
3) tiay speak of a future situation
L) Relation of the predictive element
a) Extremes
(1) to stress the predictive element as the
_ most important
(2) to denv the presence of predictive elements
b) A preview of the future arising from the
exigencies of the present
(1) to warn the impious of judgment
(2) to encourage the faithful to persevere



