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OLD TESTAllK'i I' PROFB.ETI811 

. Teminoloizy 
A. Divisional 

1. Former Prophets 
a, Basically historical in content 
b. Term "prophet" was attached to them because they were 

considered to be prophetic in authorship 
c, Term "former" does not refer to chronology but to the 

order in the canon in relation to the writing prophets 
d. Books included (Joshua, J ud n-es ,.I &Il Samuel, I &II !\ings) 

2 . l;J3.t.t.e.r ..... P,;r;oph.e__,;t.s ---- - -
a, The writin~ prophets 
b. Order in the Jewish canon 

1) 11I~..Q.& prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
2) l,;li nor prophets: 1iosea- l'l~1£Chi ' 

c. Daniel 
1) Placed i n the historical sec ti on of the " v!ri ti n<"rs" 

in the J ewish canon 
2) An historical-prophetic work 
3) The cri tical problem of the datinT 

B. Hebrew terminolocry for e. prophet 
1. Ro'eh a-:- Translation : Seer 

b, One who t hrough the means of si l)"ht, inward or outward 1 

has the messa~e of God revealed to ~im 
c. The stress is on the m~ans of r~,ce ti.,9n rather than on 

the means of delivery 
d. Individuals 

2. Hozeh 

1) Samuel (I S-:.m 9 : 9 , 11, 1~, 19; 1 Chron 9:22;26 : 28;29:29) 
2) Zadoc (II Sam 1~:27) 
J) Hanani (II Chron 16:7) 
4) General usen~e (Isa 30:10: J er 1 : 1; Ezek q:6; 

A~os ?:R; 8:2; Zech 4 : 2) 

a, Neo.rly synonymous with Ro'eh (cf. dennni above) 
b, 'I'rE'-nslation : Seer 
c. The stress is on the meD.ns of :i:.e.c..e.p_ti.Q.n 
d. Ind i vid.ul'.ls 

3. l'fabt' 

1) GGd (II s~m 24:11) 
2) Hemon (I Chron 2S : ~) 
3) lWl.o (II Chron 9:29 
4) Hp.nD.ni (II Chron 19: 2) 
5) As o.ph (II Chron 29:30) 
6) Jeduthun (II Chron JS : lS) 
?) 4mos (Amos 7 : 12) 

n. Trl'.nslntion : Prophet 
b, The stress is on the function ro.ther than on the means 

of reception. A prophet wo.s o. mg_§ sen er of o. od. 
c. The term occurs over JOO ti I.J!eS. It will be deo.lt with 

more fully i n subsequent discussions. 
d. 'I'he femnle counterpo.rt (prophetess) . 

1) Miriam (Ex 15 : 20 ) 
2) Deboro.h (J udl.~: 14) 
3) Huldnh ( l I Kin~s 22 : 14; II Chron J4 : 22) 
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L~. '~him 
n . ·rro.ns le.ti on : d.'."'.11 of God 
b. The stress is ' on the rel[ltionship betweei1 mnn n.nd God 

1) Ne,a;a.tive: ~·lot r.11 men -- o. lost relntionship 
2) Positive: A :r,pedi.'.lt.or --- to go between God nnd metYJ. 

c. Indi viduetls 
1) Moses (Deut 33:1; 0oshuc 14:6; I Chron 23:14; 

-rI' Chron 30:16; Ezrn 3:2; Ps 90:1 'title') 
2) Snmuel (I SD..m 9:6ff) 
3) Shemis.h (I ··.i n,..s 12: 22; II Chron 11: 2) 
4).2::lijo.h (I ,Cin"'s 17:18, 2L~ 7 II ,~in'!S 1:9) 
11) -:E:lisfo:t (II ~Ci11 q: s 4:7-13 : 19) 
6) Dc.vid {II Chro ;1 8 : 1h; eh 12:24) 
7) lrrdo.-lic.h {Jer 3S:4) 
.o.) A•1rsel of .... o.hweh ( Jud ~es 13:f.) 
9 ) U ~1no.med 

o.) A~o.inst Lli {l So.m 2:27) 
b) A~ai nst 3ethel o.nd J eroboo.m (I ·.a11<?s 13: 1) 
c) To Ahnb (l kin~s 20 : 2n) 
d) To Amo.ziah (II Chron 25 :7,9) 

S. The relc.tionships of these vo.rious terms 
a., Ro'eh o.nd Vozeh stress the reception of the messo.qe 
b. Nabi' stresses the prophetic function of spokesman 
c. 'ish ~lohim stresses the mediC1.torial aspect 
d, Overlappin~ of useo.~e 

1) Parallel use of Ro'eh O.i1Cl rt ozeh in connectionwith 
rlano.ni (II Chron 16 :7; 19 : 2) 

2) Po.retllel use of dozeh o.nd l·'O.bi' in connection 
with Go.d (II Sam 24 : 11) 

3) Paro.llel use of Ro'eh and )1nbi 1 iYJ. I Sa.m 9 : 9 
4) Relation of 'ish ~lohim to the other terms for n 

prophet 
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a) Po.ro.llel 
(I Sam 

b) ot used 

use i:n connection with Ro'eh nnd . ebi' 
9= ·~ :9i I ; ~inrrs 13 : 1 ~) 
in un immediate context with tlozeh 

6. Schools of prop~ 
a, Loose associntions of prophets 
b. . .. 1ot necessnri 17 a pl..ace of' i ~1struction 
c, Found mo.Lily durii.1rr tHo periods 

. 

1) Da~s of Samuel 
n) .rie'oel . ~ c1)i 'i.!_Il -- :,pnd of P,_rqphets ( o..;1 c.ssoci[1tio:1) 
b) I So.m 10: S-12; 19: 19--20 - ._,. 
c) Indications of o.n increo.se in numbers 
d) Samuel mnv h~ve 1)ee11 the head over o.11 the 

2) Da~· s 
D.) 
b) 

prohets - (I Sam 19) 
of =:1i j ah and ~li shF.2 
.D,J]§Y ,!nnabi .'J.m -- So:1s of the pro2hets 
An inc:1i vicl..unl prophet lilrn Elijah or" Elisha 

wo.s pro'bnbly the hend of the n:roup 
c) :t.conomi cnl a;.1d social elements of the relation 
cl) Educationnl relatio~ship 
e) Relation of the phrase "So11s of the Prophets" 

to the term .L1iabi' 
In some contexts the sons of the prophets 
seeJ1'1 to he.ve no independent power or 
authori t" while in others 0"1e of the sons 
of the prophets is c8llec1 a prophet 
(cf. II ,.ing s 6:'1i II ICi1_1,..·s 9 :1-4; I ~Cinq;s 

2 0 : 3 5 I J .9 ' L~ 1 



I . Ch r onolocry 
A . Some of the prop.he ts 1:Jef ore the time of !"l oses 

1 . A '">le ( Luke 11 : c; 0 , 51 ) • ~ 
2. & 1och (,; ude 14) 
3 , ~oah? (Gen 9:24; II Peter 2 : t;) 
4 . Abraham (Gen 20:7) 
c;, Patriarchs? 

cf. ·rhe patriarchal blessincz:s by I saac (Gen 27:2q, 29) 
jacolJ (Pen 49) 

3 . .h oses the Prophet 
~ Relation to the other prophets 

a. None liJrn him ( ~•um 12 : Deut 34:10-12) 
b, The prophets l·milt on the Old Covenant whose human 

founder was u oses (cf. Deut 1R:li::) 
2, A servant (~um 12:7) 
J. Comar d with Christ (Hebrews 3:1-6) 

C. Institution of the prophetic office (Deut 1°:9-22 ) 
1. 1'1e q;ative: not like the heathen (vv 9-14: cf. Ex 22 :18; 

Lev 20 :27; Gal ') : 20; Rev 22:1'1) 
2. Positive : one like Loses, one from amon<T Israel 
3. As they are about to enter the promised land 
4. Divine in its ori~in 
'1. tlediatorial in h a'tltre 
6. Looks for ward to tne office of Christ (cf "'i eb 1: 1, 2) 

D. Pre - Literary prophets a t....ter the time of Moses 
1 . Period of the J ud~es 

a. Unnamed prophets (Jud~es 6 : P.; I Sam 2:27) 
b. Samuel (I Sam 3 , etc.) 

2. Period of tt-ie kincrdom 
a. Samuel --
b, God (I Sam 22 : Si II Sam 24:11 ) 
c. l\Tathan (II Sam 7: 2; 12: 2S; I ~Hnr;s 1) 
Cl, Ahij.§:b (I Kin9.;S 11:29; 14:2, 1R) 
e, J ehu (I .LCings 16:7, 12) 
f. 'llli j_gh (I K:i.n Q; s ?ff) 
'S . Elisha (I ~Cings 19- II ... ings 13) 
h. i-1 :rcaiah ben Imlah (I l ings 22) 

E. Literary prophets 
a. Approximate time of activity 

Conservative dating 

1. Isaiah 746-69R 

2. j eremiah 626-5R6 
3. Ezekiel 592-570 
4. Daniel 590-530 
s. Hosea 725 
6. Joel R30 
7, Amos 760-7SS 
~ Obac:liah (RSO) (snc;) 
9, ..; o nah 760 

10. :';icah 7.S0-722 
11. .. :Tahum 62') 
12. .-!abakkuk 607 
13. Zephaniah pre 621 
14. Haq;3ai S20 
15, Zechariah c;20- c;1 P. - . 
16. !Ialachi 43~ 

Critical datin~(where 
dif.fering) 

( I (1- 39) 71;6 ) 
II (40-s5)c;4o 

III (56- 66)450 

16'1 

4th or Jrd cent 

')R i:; 

430 

post f:21 
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b. General area of activity 

W'l. 
2. 

North 
Hosea, Amos, Jonah ( ''· ineve!1) --S..outh 
:1g§...l,, Obadiah, Isaiah, •!_icah, ~m, Habakkuk, 
Z~p,haniah, J eremi..§.h, H~"·'!ai, Zechariah, Halachi 

Bab1rlon .....,... 
8~ekiel, Daniel 

F . Summary 
1. Coeval with the be~inning of redemptive history; 

Protevarni;elium 
a, "Fi rst P.!.9.P.hecy " of a divine Redeemer (Gen 3:15) 
b. Spoken directly by God without the necessity of 

prophetic intermeCTi-afion 
2, The P..§triarc.A,s, especially Abraham, were recipiants of 

visions and divine revelation 
3. Goa. spoke 11 face t o face" with _.!."los~s 
4. Until the close of OT prophecy with 11alachi, prophets appear 

continually in HelJrew history 
5, Prophecy rose to ..,..reat literary hei~hts in the pre-exilic 

oracles of Isaiah and Jeremiah 

III. The character of prophecy 
A, Associated with the Spirit of God 

1. -~um 11:24; I Sam 10 :'1 ,6; 19 : 2/r. i II Peter 1:20, 21 
2, Ecstacy was sometimes prese ~.1t, but it would be an error to 

consiaer it the predominant characteristic 
B. True and False 

1. Palse 
a, Outside of Israel 

1} cf . Deut 1A:9ff 
2) Same terminolO'l;Y used 

a) Terminology is not the criterion 
b) The mi;:issage and i~s source is important 

within Israel 

/.j. 

1) Prophets of .3aal and Asherah (I ~Cings 18: 19ff ;J er 2: 8) 

2. True 

2) iahweh prophets (I , ~ inc_ss 22; II Thess 2:9-12; Jer 
14:14ff; 23: 1Jffi 27-29) 
a) False prophets sometim§s associated to~ether 

a9out a common center, such as the 
king ' s court . (cf I fin~s 22) 

b) Often willinn; to speak a messacz;e that would be 
pleasi ·1cs to the kine; in order to seek his 
favor (cf. the messen~er who tried to 
persuade ilichiah, I <:in,i::rs 22:1J) 

c) 11en who could l)e deceived. ( I ~~i n o:s 22: 21- 22 
d) Those who prophesied for self ( .!i; z 13: 7 f:. 9) 

(1) Product of a l'~ i nr·; spiri t (Ez 13:6) 
( 2) r_roduct of his own heart (.J er. 23: 14) 

a. Outsio.e of Israel (cf 'ja.laam um 22 : ) ff ) 
b , .lithin Israel 

1) Criteria for determini ng the true 
a) .iiracles (Ex 4 :!1 ) 
b ) l" i.,~}filled prophecy (Deut 18: 21,22) 
c) Jitness of the Spirit ( I JD 4 : 1-3) 
d) Primary purpose of the prophet 

(1) ro promote self--false (n icah 3:5,6,11) 
(2) To remote Go~--True 

e) C:onformity to the ,Jard of God (Deut 13:1- 4) 
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2) Characteristic elements 
a) Calleo tiy ·:rod 
iJ ) Did not arise out of the false (the false were 

a deterioratio~ of the true) 
('. c) Direct revelation as a '"lift from God rather 

than instruction of men 
IV The functions of the Prophet 

A, Passi..ve 
1. The recepti m-1 of the word of God 
2. t11eans of rece p£ ion 

a. ,feari n(r 
...__1) '.:.ahweh spealrn -- the prophet hears 

2) Unique position of h oses ( l\1umbers 12: r,_r) 
3) Internal aspect 
h) Association with other means of reception 

b. Seelnrr 
= 1 r .:.:ahweh shows -- the prophet sees 

2) Dreams 
a) 'rhe consci ousYless of the dreamer 
Q) Truthfulness of the messa~e 

(1) ·ot affected by the method 
( 2) .~ ot all a reams lJear the messa.cre of i- ahweh 

(cf. u eremiah 23 123-32) 
3) Visions 

· a ) Tl1e mi nd of the prophet is lifted to a hiqh 
plaRe of intercourse with God 

~) The prophets, while in the visionary state, 
retain the faculty of reflection and intro­
spection (cf. Isaiah 6 ~1ff) 

c. 'I'h.eophanies 
d. Often both hearing: and seei n g; are i nvolved at the same 

time, a~"!d in most cases it is the word which is the 
most important aspect since it makes understandable 
what has been seen, The word also becomes the vehicle 
for transmi ttin~ the inessao.:e, llot only to the prophet 
but also from the prophet to the people 

3, The term "passive" is not meant to convey the idea that the 
prophet is not in control of his faculties but that the 
ori~in of the messa~e is God and not man. 

3. Active 
1. The result of the commissoni ~.1cr by God and the messa12;e from God 
2. Proclamation of the word of ,-,.od 

a. Relation of the prophet to God -- spokesman 
(cf. Exodus l-1·:1'1, 16; 7:1,2) 

b . :1ethodoloq;y of the proclamation 
1) I~1direct 
2) Direct 

c. ··ature of the proclamation 
1) Grounded in the previously q:iven word of God 
2) Spealrn to a then prese11t situation 
3) ·- ·~ay speak of a future situation 
4) Relation of the predictive element 

a) Extremes 
(1) to stress the predictive element as the 

most important 

c 

(2) to denv the presence of predictive elements 
b) A preview of the future arising from the 

exigencies of the present 
(1) to warn the impious of judgment 
(2) to encourage the faithful to persevere 


