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Is He the Ia-.ridic .He~siah? 

~ ··,{"; ._:-! , ,. · , Isaiah-);q~53 . '· 
'l'he-Sarvant of -Y~hweh--is _}'.(!ophesied. µi Isaiah, h0-53,. _:~~i2Ir~ °'"t:~i-:ias.. Tbe 

n ::-oolem i~ -itjentif:i,cationo, . Is the Serv~~ the na~io.n of I.sr:ael .or ,an ind~~~:: ) .. 

as t ile . nation.("of -,Isr.ael ,or t h : -Pi~us of.Jsrael or the proohets· of Israel? 
- • -~ - • - -- - . - • ~ - ..l. 

To .aic in identi~icatio?? ,it -.would..,"'e adY~ntageous. ta ,. dese::ribe _ t .J.'? nature of 
, • • _, -· .,; • • - ..,. .J \ - ~ .. - • 

~ :r 

'I'he seryan-b 1was· to _ce a h'.-ll~an-. li <?Til~-Prophei; '. ' ~alled :'r.o~ the _.H~ral. 11 : ( 49: 1-2) 

er:;no;.;a r arl. ,by the .hol:,z; , snir:it who 1-..-ill bring forth justice {42:1) .• ~ . !Ie -i '.l a ...,_ - . . - - ~ . . ~\ - - . ~ - -- - -· -

s':_l_~::eriag se~a~t .... c~rT'fing :the g~efs. ~d-~a:crows ~~L·o~hers .. (53:4':"'5) .-,., :a~t 

re T,i.e a:ts -: Ul).bali :?f { .?3:~) and. thou:;h he is- of a,. sinless character (53:2). ~ - -, .. 

he :i.s .con¢.emned Cl:S -a.:crirainal (53:5-8). ~ His deatn however; acts ~as .a guilt 

c f ferina; for ., o-l:,hers (53:10). · ., iij.s sacrifi ce justifies ma.-ry _(.'.)3:11) a ::J.d his = 
. 0 . - • _, .... - - - . - - - -. .lo 

establish ultimate ,.just~<?~'-~2:4)o '··ia.IlY believed this to rei' '=:r to Is-~ael. - " 

The beliaf that the _ S~!"TC\nt is -to b~ identified ,~dth ,the nation_..,of ~-. ~ -

I srael - is ~ d u! -partlJ' _ _.~o--the .:f:ac.t .that:_!:.he; p.ation Qf Israel isd.ndee~ SOI11e~ ~ 

ti:nes called m:,- se~an"t.;{1il:Bff) 51 a!].d t he servant is .c:- ll:ed Isra~l(49:3). - ~ :_ 

Sarl~:- ,.Je;.;j_sh -i.TlterpretE)::-s . s~id ... at .. one ti.'!ie that the exalted serv:ant -;,.res to 

he i~hnti .,ied as. . the.'._Hessiah 1-rh i le t~1e su ~ ~ering servant :-Te.s ,~o t e iC.e:it2.:,'.ied 

--1_ ~::.h t..:rn !lebrew nation. The;ir cliJ,ficult-.~ ws s - in icier.tifying ~he: conILTJ.~ : iessiah 
+h.:I') 

; ; i t'.1 ._ oth e:cal ta ti en a::c with su:f fa. r i r:g • .. J:S.3.:'..ab.__ 52!.13-.-;3: 12 _Ade_pict:.th3~~u:-' :.'er-

5_ngs "af_:the .Hepr~w~·.nation _;; suff eri ngs which God 1.-~J,,l use to - r.:;~ ~~'11 - "t.he i:-rnrl do 

,.,.. . .. , .. 
l ni s ·11ew r.o~·PVe:!:·- is 

. . .... 
;ia T"1.on a "' 

~or her -mm sins c ut th8 3e r vant ln )3 -r- -,.c:..u :'ar t~'1e sins o: o:,~1 ·~rs . 



Loold..ng. at , the characteristics of the servant, tt.e serrant could not. pos::-
\ - ... ..: . , Y"",, ..., - . ... ... ., - s. 

ibly r8fer to the :'.'lationo i.J ·.Th~· se:rrairt ~·ras to be ~hosan .!. ran' t'.1.e wc:znb; was 

-· '.r i: ~ ~- =- 1 • .. ..,_ .-; -::i 

to be empowered by the hcl~f' spirit, was to bring Jacob back (49 :5), ;.ra's to 
~ _. • .ti:.. ...... ,. ..,,~ ~, · "' r\f.) .... .. :; _ ~. -- ~ 

b:tir.g salvat:'..on t o the errds of ' the ear:th, and w~s to oe obedient to God (50 :5). 
- f) "l '. •E. :- ;:. I 

The s e:>..-rant was unique in many ~1ra;rs . -aiid tcou..'Yll:Lke Israel t..'1r·o.ughout air ·-·-· 
.,__. .! ;·o - \- ... ,-; - ..., :1 • : - ·~"" i.J ~ J _,, - ) .-. 

her histor:ro T'he nation of Israel ·was f ·· r f!'on being a s potl'es ·s sacrifice 
,..-~ "" -_-; : ..... i ... , - ,';..l - ;(" 

who ' rould ta!<:e awa~r +,he· sins of the \·icrld. 

- .: S.i~ 

The most coni>if'_c:i.ng enc ence aga~st th-a sern=.nt 

, . ... ~ ... - , 

- . 
all'. ;.ca:c'es 

~ • 1 I ( "" .. ;:i. 
1
-.. I t-' • .•, '' • 

the n >tion o-" Is.ra'3l is In: Isaiah 53. ~ I:ri -saiah 53:4-6, it is a~parently 

·-

' ' - , ·- -. . ~ .. ' ; - : . ~ ~ .. ' · ' . . . . . , -
t t:e nation o -" Israel wrio is the cause of gr:i_e~ and. SU ' T'er'ing ' -~or ' £ne ' :· ... 

se.,,...v~.nt and 
i1 .c.=-" ... ... 

it iG -ror 7,h:=ir sin 
.. , - --~Ao: . ; 

he is pi"JTCed, 
--- ... ...... . i . 

"But he was :pie+ced ;for 
. - . 

• y ~ 

o· ~r trans sref;sions. 1
• 

: - ... • , - .• - ..:. r • , , 

If "the natio::-11·of Isr2e111· :.s subst:Ltutec'r for Ee in 
... , ., · ly:., • - r - ; . : . 

Isaiah 53:i~ one co ies up uith the rwst 1-l.:.!l ' kely p:,enor.iena o:: Isr~el bearing 
... ,.·~ ·1_~ , , ~ --:, 

their m-m gri r::fs and sorro ·s ::'or tii.er1Sel ves' that t :'le nati "n 1 r;ras cnastened 

s•tbstitutionally f or ~hen.selves, and Q:r th~i:::· mm s -:: 01.1:.·31.ng, the~r are healGC: . 
- . ~ . ) 

It -.;ould not make se:lse. 
' ~ .,- ! -= -

i:;he. serv·1 nt spoken n-" here must be so-neone other 
; r, - ! ;, .. , 

~ . 
t:-1an t ;rn rlation as ?. '.Thole. 

= ~. t"' ..... 
~ The view · r:Ci ch is les s popi ·lar t han th~ 

.r:- • • 
orner, that th~: servant rep.;.· 

" . 
re:;:(m.!...s ~: p ious group i;rithin t he nation, s~~ a ~roup o: ~~ophets, prie ets, 

• 
or t~~ ~Lil:e is n ·ch racrA 

~:ro p of' rig'.i_.!..,eo·15 lTl"3TI t h '.}t -a:::;e to S U:~ ··er 7or the s .:.ns 0' their p::lO?le • 

. 
Fo~re ·.;~r , t:1i '> view runs : r.to m:: -:" o: +,~e di ' 1 ic·1lties as the p ·ce-'icus, 

. '. 
nc:i -.-·l~:- tr.at t i, e ' ' mner : :r 1(1ich th 0 

. .... 
s r;~ranu is :med , his c'.10.ract :-:r i .e. 

Geetth :refl-:ict:y· in the S8!'V<1::1t Sor..p;s (e2:1-7.: ~9 : 1-9 ; 50:h-9j 52:13-15; 

( 1 1 J) ~-;_,,., ;,.., T~ai·ai.. 53 · E.kes t'.!is i-j_e~r l1at~~r t 1n+ P.::i.ab1_e . ) __ : - C.. \.. • .,!.,.H _,; , ;1 ' .U v- -

• •11 

Tl-i j_._·e, t11 t he is to b e ici~ut ·· . r ::.. i:: d as an int>i-,-j_ t.F l fro:-i the 



, 

( 

l " -!,L_ "':oi 'j',•·J -=: • "'l,J ~ - - ' • s: :- ---
past o!' i denti:'ied ':·ii t~ : sai<i.h is i.'llpossi ':: l e . ? ut ure re :e~nces means 

. . 
he can not b e Ho ses (52:13, 15; .53:ll) or ar..y otha :- histori ·al ±'i gure, 

o:.· :::: s aiah or a:1:-:- of his contempo~a:'ies (42:1) . Act,.E.lly i t is C:i :':'i'icult 

t o ecuate him uith an~.- m~:'e h:E1an if I saiah 53:9 :means he ~~-as ~-rlL.hout s;n. 

ri ~hteous s e .,....,rant r evealed in Isaiah and th .. Dav:.c i c ~[ess iah. Bot h are 

oe-.'inely cho sen nd a:c-e !'i~J-iteous ( I sa .ah l 2:1,6; 9:7; Psalms 89:3,l). 

l3oth ar e h ·un2.liatcd (: saiah 7:15, Dan. 9 : 2.5- 26; Zech. 9 :9). I!oth ;-:ritn ess 

to t r:.e gentiles (49 : 6; 55:4). ': he spir-=_ t of t'1s Lord wi.11 rest both upon 

t h -:; s-';~J"ll o'.:' J rz.; se , i . e . -:.he Da~ridic l;ne , Hl!G upon the ser-rent (ll:l-h · 

1 +2 :1 ~ 0 An.d b o-':.h ha-re t '..1e uay prepared : o·· t.i.1 .:: ir - ;o-~k (Is. hO:J; ' ·!al. 3:1). 

C·r:.e can e q •.la t e the bro !'lcweve r n:ain.1-y :::':..·on the e:~ce>)t:.onal c;_uali t y cf his 

ciL< r ac+,2r, t •w uniquaress o -:' his r..;lc.tionsh:'._p wi tn -.::ah· ;eh, and t h e nag-

'::'he :'ira l •.nt so very s i:;ni::'ic"lnt evid<J::-ice t l1at -'- 1
1c serw0 nt i s t o 

l~ e id :mt i -::':.ed witr t:1e Da,ridic He ssiah i s 1-rhe :r ~ the uniquene :os that they 

brt'.1 posses::: · , the n:i tu- e of thei r l j_-:es on. earth, a..--id the F,loriou~ re::: nlts 

o "' t heil1 o.cti ons a r e s 0 :'.)8!' ' .c":.1- - i r.tegrated a:!d cuL""'!ina':.ed in the life of 

-Jesus r;h,.i st . -:::'h e J esus o"!: ~ ia7,ereth i s t r.. ..-. h ·manly bo--n p rophet (l.:.9:1-20 ) 

(53 : S-8; : ratt . 3:17), uho is his l i ~ e a s a pu.~ishm~nt 

_...o!' ot '1 r s (53: .5- 8; I F1t. 2:22-25), w'.: os e pe r : est s2c-·i :'i"::e justi±'i es 

t1~ e earth . ?he ~·e : rew scr i pt'..P"'cs at,_.est ·:d t o it, Jd u1 th~ =-a :-, -:.:.st 2ttes t2d 

to i t (Jn. 1 : 29- 30), 2nc the disipl~s attested to .; ...... 
-·- ll e 
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