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The-Servant of -Yahweh.-is prophesied-in Isaiah L0-53, twenty-times. Tke

nroclem is -identificationae, Is the Servant the nationm of Isxael or an indivie-,

dual? Li.he is an-.individral,.ds-he a.king, a orophet liks ISaiah,.a histor-
ical "iars.liks lioses,-or is-he.still to come? = Is:the servant.a collactiyge
as the nation.of Israsl.or tha.pisus of.Israel or the prophets of Israel?
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"o aid in identilication, it would, e advantageous to.describe. ilie nature of

Yhesgervant and His i gsiofo gaian @7, T chiud 330 ufi. 1% fa Se . spapbie
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The servant .was:to be a humen.born.propheb "called froa the womi®,(L9:1-2)

empowsrad,by the holy, spizit who will bring forth justice (L2:1).. He is a,.

&

suffering sexvantwearrying -ths grisfs and-sarrows.of. others.(53:4=5) ..
re mesbs-unbelicf {53:1) and thourh he is of a. sinless character (53:9), - .
he is .condemned -as. a-criminal (53:5~8).. His deatn howsver, acts.as a zuilt
cffering; for qthers (53:10). -His sacrifice justifies mamy (53:11) aad bkis:
life is a light also to. the gentiles~(i2:8).. EﬁEﬁiuain'the Servant will ...
establish ultimate. JustlceLQE L) ™any believed this to refer to Ismael.

The belief that the servant is -to ba identified =with the nailon-of ...
Tsrael-is-due-partky to--the Zact .that. the nation of Israel is.indeed some=,

tines called ms servant.(L1:8£f), and the ssrvant is c-lled Israel(L9:3). :-

Darlr-Jewish.interpreters.said.at.one time that the exalted servant wes %o

be idantiTied as.the Messiah vhile the su”’ering servant was vo te identified

ms

ith the ilebrew nation. Their difficult; wzs.in identifying the coming llessiah

+han

rith oth exaltaticn and with suffering... Isalash 52:13-)3:124dépietathicBuTer-

1fizs " of  the Hebrew:nation .= sufferings which God will use to:r=desm-the world,
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Tnis 7lew Low=ver-is very unlikely Tor the natdon at this time was sufferi
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“or her-own sins tut the servent in 53 was suffsring “or tae sins o2 othors.
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Looking at the characteristics of the servant, the servant could not nos=-
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he can not be Moses (52:13, 15; 53:11) or ery oths> histori a2l figure,
or Isaiah or an’ o his contemporaries (L2:1). 4ctuslly it is difficult
to 2cuate him with an;- m=re human if Isaiah 53:9 means he was without sin.
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Th:»e are hovevar, mamyparallels {tha', c'n “e drawn bDetw-en the
ri~phteous sarvant revealad in Isaish and th. Davidic llessiah. Both are
devinely chosen nd are richteous (Isa ah L2:1,6; 9:7; Psalms 89:3,L).

oth are humiliated (Isaian 7:15, Dan, 9:25-26; Zech. 9:9). Toth witness

to the gentiles (L9:6; 55:L). The spirit of the Lord will rest both upon

th= s%em o7 Jesse, il.e, the Davidic line, and upon ths servent {11:1-l;
h2:1%, And both have the way prepared To- thzir ok (Is. h0:3; Mal. 3:1).

Cre can equate the two hewsver mainly Ifrom the excentional cuality of his

cncrachtor, the uniqusress of his relationship witn Taheh, =nd the nage

nificance of his miristry.
The Firal but so very si: nﬂiicanu evidence that the servent is to

be identi“ied with the Davidic lessiah is whers the uniqueness that they

beoth possess ', the nsture of their lives on earth, and the glorious results

their actions are so ner ¢il- irtezrated and culminated in the 1ii

of
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Jesus Christ. The Jesus of llagerath is th~ h-'manly bon proohet (L9:1-20)
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emporarac by the holy snirit (L2:1) who is sinlass (53:92), who su”fers

(53:5-8; iatt. 8:17), vho is cordamed Tub ~iv2s his 1li“e 25 2 punishment
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Fat. 2:22-25), whose per
sany (53:11) and the Davidic ilessizii vho is ealted and glo—ified, who is
Iswzel, and who will bring uliinate perce ant ju:tice to

’ s

the earth, The “elrew scriptures attestzd to it, Jehn ths _anstist attestad

t

to it (Jne 1:29-30), anc thz disiplss atiested to it. Lastliy, Josus himself
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