
Practical bet ufJ 

Roy Jewett injects a 'note of humor-ironwood 
burl at right is Sputnik with a hat and on the 
left he has a watchbird watching for the- ~ep 
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SEARING sun and blighting drought ... out of these 
fierce elements in the far-flung deserts of Califor

nia and Arizona a new form of creative art has been 
perfected. 

It happened because the right man at the right time 
saw the possibilities in long-dead pieces of desert drift
wood. 

Now, after 10 years, Roy Jewett of Yucca Valley has 
won recognition for his inventiveness ano originality in 
fashioning lamps, clocks, wall decorations, table ar
rangements ·and many other appealing objects from the 
heartwood or burl of many trees. He is known as "The 
Desert Lampmaker." 

His creations have won increasingly wide favor and 
use among decorators and homeowners. Assisting hiin 
in design and production is his wife, Margaret, to whom, 
in fact, Jewett insists upon giving all the credit for the 
delightful verve of the ob~ects they tum out. 

Strangely, Jewett is an e1ectrical engineer who actual
ly was fleeing from work and responsibility when he be
gan the craft with woods as a hobby. Now his chief fear 
is that the whole thing is going to turn into too big a ". 
business project and cease being fun. 

Part of the fun consists in the wide-ranging expedi
tions Jewett makes in the deserts and mountains of Cal
ifornia and Arizona for the raw materials of his art. 

These trips sometlimes produce adventures. 
One hot day, in Arizona, Jewett spied a particularly 

handsome piece of ironwood burl far back in a tangle of 
brush at the base of a tree. He got down on his hands 
and knees and crawled into the thicket after the prize. 

Just as he put out bis hand to grasp the ir-onwood. he 

Left, Joshua tree ·wood 
i,a decorated with piece 
of ironwood to ere-ate 
an attractive lamp and 
right, the raw material 
from which he works
ironwood, red shank, 
desert apricot, honey 
mesquite- and turbinella 
oak are some he chooses 

by Ed Ainsworth 
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from desert waste 

Jewett polishes an ironwood. burl preparatq:ry 
to fashioning some desert-flavored creation. 
His work is sought by decorators, homeowners 

suddenly saw the unmistakably wicked pattern of a 
giant rattlesnake. 

His reaction was ao qui'ck that he propelled himself 
backward with terrific force and almost knocked him-: 
self out on a projecting limb, as well as spraining his 
elbow. 

"Then," he recounts, "as I tried to get calmed down 
and take care of my head and elbow, I took another look 
under the tree. The rattler was not moving. Actually, it 
was -0nlythe skin-0f a rattler - but it was so fresh I'll 
swear he hadn't shed it and been out of it five minutes 
when I started under the tree. Yes, I finally got iron
wood but niy elbow didn't heal up for a month." 

The heavy-duty military truck which Jewett uses for 
his wood-gathering expeditions is equipped with 250 
feet of heavy eable on a winch attached in front. With 
this equipment he can hitch onto a tree or big boulder 
and literally pull himself out of almost any kind of 
trouble if he gets stuck; but the truck is so powerful 
there isn't much danger of that anyway. 

Often, he makes his trips alone. 
Sometimes he permits one companion to go along -

Capt. Claude Conlin of Twenty-nine Palms, retired Los 
Angeles Fire Department officer. They take along 
blankets and cots and food and water. 
"W~n it's 123 in the shade in th~ daytime the nights 

don't always cool off too mueh and you can r~ally be just 
a one-blanket prospector," Jewett says. 

He dismisses such trivialities as sidewinders and Gila 
monsters with a wave of his hand. 

"Sure, I run into them," he remarks, "but they are 
just a natural part of the desert." 

Continued on Page Sixty.,reven 

1 OF THE TOP 3 POOL BUILDERS 

Can't help splashing with pride folks in announcing our top 3 rating which we've earned by giving 

you, our customers the very best pool built regardless of cost You'll not be diving in over your 

head with our prices since they are within everJ. family budget Enjoy your climb up the ladder to 

luxury now at no extra cost (lncidently you'll catch yourseH whistling at the UNIQUE shapes of our 

original de~igns !) So no need to jtaddle around any longer fishing for that pool of your dreams, 

just drop us a line and latch on to the best catch ever, a UNIQUE PQOL! 

tall far Fr-ee Estimate Prices Begin at $21~.00 
r----------.-----------------1 
I UNIQUE POOLS INC., 17220 Ventura Blvd., Encino, Calif. I 
I san fernando valley los angeles southwest ventura county san gabriel valley orange county I 
I ST. 8-8125 ST. 3-1-303 NE. 1-6121 Santa Paula .1351 GI. 3-2264 U . 8-3512 I L ________ -_________________ _j 

our newest 
contemporary 

sofa, 249.5·0 

Save a good $50. It's a full 7 ft., with excellent choice 
of fabrics, at far under its actual market value. Or if 
you wish, we can build it any length at a correspond
ing saving. 4,800 fabrics and unlimited choice of style 
'and size. This is the sensible and thrifty way to buy 
your living room furniture. Budget terms (18 months). 

FATHER & SON BUILD TO ORDER AND SAVE YOU $30 TO $500 

FBEE catalogue! 
RUDIN'S Dept. T420, 1369 Washington, L.A. 

Home Magazine provides its readers with latest information and developments on home construction. New architectural 
ideas and home decorating suggestions make it valuable to everyone interested in better homes and better living. 
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/JUST SLIP IT ON~~\ 
I ---------------------
\, · ZIP IT UP!) 

' ----------;;.--"" -----
At last! A figure-dimming all-in-one 
YOIJ can slip into as eosy as o 
coatdreul This marveiOIJs new 
two-;ay stra-tch conelette 
hos a full-length 20" it:iPP:'r that 
doMts the open front from very 
lop lo very bottom, to give your 
form the smooth unbroken line 
the new glamor01Js fashions 
demand. A bctiste lostH inne" 
shieJd gives extra stomach 
conh"ol. Embroidered nylon sheer 
bra tops, with two-ply satin 
under cups. White only. 

$ 
oNlY 

'f!!:~_..L-_.~ .... ,.... [ WILCO FASHIONS, Dept. CC48D· : 
•: OUR 1• : 35 S. Park Ave., Rockville Centre, N. Y. : 
t FAMOUS I I 

GUARANTEE >-: 0 Send 0-P·E·N FRONT C.0.0 . plus postage. : 

: O-P-E~~·~~ONT : D l .. enclose $ ' You pay po,toge. J 

: :::,:::, : : BUST SIZ CUP I 
SIZES 

A Cup ..... 32-36 
8 Cup .. ... 32-40 
C Cup, 34-48 . $4. 98 guorontH af t : NAME (print), ______ _ 

aatiafaction I : 
or you( : .ADDRESS (print) : 

----~~ .. ~;;;;··;··;;;;·ba;;:.~k-.. ~: L_:'~~-------_____ !:'-"::-=:~~~T_E==:J 

THERE'S ·A WORLD OF COMFORT 

IN FURNITURE MADE WITH MARFLEX 
'1r/~ CUSHIONS 

Choose furniture cushioned with Marflex, and you'll actually 
find a new world of comfort, a never-before experience in 
seating pleasure. Super-resilient MarflH cushions subtly 
mould to body l!Ontours for gentle support and luxurious, 
buoyant ·comfort • .. unequalled and everlasting. 

NEXT TIME YOU BUY FURNITURE - BE SURE IT'S COMFORTIZED WITH MARFLEX CUSHIONS 

A Pr o du c• o f 

MAR SPRIN G CORPOR A TION, LOS ANGEL ES 

Atl construction 
by our own crews •.. 

No sub-contracting. 
CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE-NO OBLIGATION 

C. IRWIN T. JOHNSON 
See Display· Paa/ at poot4 

11713 Gilmore1 North Hollywood, Calif. 
one blocK north of victory 

just off lankershlm 
Me.,ber Buildin1 Contractors Ass'n. 

Quality 
considered--

we will 
not be 

undersold! 
BUILDING POOLS 

SINCE 1946 

fr•• 51595°0 
100% FINANCING 

PO. 6-3849 
ST. 7-9867 
Antelope Valley 
Carl WI 7-2166 
Victor Valley 

Write Box 452 
Hesperia, Calif. 

Southern California's foremost horticultural experts contribute to l:lome Maga
zine. bringing readers the best and most authoritati1·'\ in garden information. 

Desert 
Continued from Page Sixty-five 

Richard Fish 

The desert lampmaker has 
used an ironwood burl as 
a base for this creation 

A little more disturbing 
was the ocoosfon w h e n he 
encountered a lot of tank . 
t r a p s left over from the 
days of desert troop train
ing by Gen. George S. Pat
ton Jr. 

"It's the little th in gs, 
though, that bother you 
s o me t i m e s on collecting 
trips," Jewett admits. 
"Once I got all chewed up by 
mos q u i toe s or gnats or 
something but I made a 
wonderful discovery - by 
rubbing beer on the welts I 
got relief right away. Now 
I always carry beer as a lo
tion." 

In his studies of wood, 
Jewett has added much to 
the rather scanty available 
information on so me of 
them. 

He works chiefly with 
ironwood, red shank, desert 
apricot, honey mesquite, 
turbinella oak, evergreen 
buckthorn and manzanita. 
In addition, when various 
creatiQn~ are put together, 
Mrs. Jewett utilizes 25 or 30 
different kinds of "weeds" 
- the word used for leaves, 
bark, flowers and seed pods 
of desert plants. 

By all odds, ironwood is 
the favorite wood of Jewett. 

He becomes almost poetic 
about it. 

It is incredibly tough and 
durable. -It fights baek at 
the special saws used. to cut 
it. It is almost alive in its 
vitality. 

So says Jewett. 
He :figures some pieces of 

ironwood he gathers may be 
500 or 1000 years old. 

After cutting it he pol
ishes by hand, never using 
any artificial coloring. This 
holds true for all his prod
ucts. The woods range in 
color from blond to almost 
black, many of them combin
ing ·beautiful combinations 
in concentric rings. 

The burls used by Jewett 
usualty are caused by some 
injury to the tree, the burls 

- Continued on Page Sixty-nine 

Caltemp, Inc. proudly presents 

for Home and Industry 

AIR CONDITIONING 
IN ACTION 

Don't Buy on Hearsay .•. Visit Our 
Huge Display and Learn First-hand 

We. believe that the purchaser of air conditioning 
equipment-like purchasers of any other precision 
machinery-wonts to see what he is buying, how 
it works, and who he is going to look to for ports 
and maintenance in the future. Only at Caltemp 
will you see a comprehensive functional display of 
all types of air conditionini;r-from small home and 
car units to the largest mtilti-hu-ndred ton equip
ment for commercial and industrial use. The re
frigeration cycle of each is shown in o manner al
most anyone can understand. Courteous, trained 
personnel is on hand to solve the simple as well 
as the most tedinicol problems you may hove. 

COMPLETE DISPb, . F AIRTEMP BY 
CHRYSLER CORP., devi. 1 exclusively to 
. the engineering and pioneering of air . 
conditioning units for home and industry. 

CAL TEMP, INC. 
.. CONTRACTORS • Alll CONDITIONING .. HEATING 
Pico Blvd., Los Anples, Bit. 2·8308 • CR. 4-8591 

PILLOW ARM WING SOFA 
Dreaming of o beautiful sofa, with qual
ity construction in charming, durable fab
rics? Now it ·con be yours at a fraction m of its normal value. s143 
SAVE $121 NOW II( 90" . > 

GIANT BIRCH DROP LEAF TABLE 
Opens to 54"x74". We're proud to offer 
this unusual value. Authentically styled 
colonial design. Expertly crafted in glow-

;~ ~a~e~~i;ish. NOW $78 
MATCHING WINDSOR CHAIR SAVE $9 __ NOW $15 

see our 
SllOWrOlllll 

lftd 
Visit Our 
FactOl'J 

• Finest Quality and 
Construction 

•Terms Available 
•Lorge 

Selection 

Write for 
FREE Catalogue 

Open Dally Mon. 
thru Sat. 8-5 

Monday evening 
tiff- 8-:811 fl.M.-

67 



TRAVERSE DRAPERIES 
in exquisite 
NUBBY 
TEXTURE 

That's right! We make your draperies without c o 
when you pur~se the fobr-ic from us .. ~ dreper-ies 
be 81 inches or l6nger. ·We'll even send our decorator-Co' 
sultont to y.our home - day or evening - with o wonderfu 
choice of samples. There'll be NO COST or OBLIGATION to you 
for this service! Wherever you live--within o SO-mile rodius--<:oll 
us today! ABSOLUTE SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 
EASYIERMS-FREE ""ESTIMATES 

'UPRIGHT 
J DRAPERY STUDIOS J 

2613 Crenshaw Blvd., L.A. 

f TOLL CAW CAU COLLECT 
RE.· 3·0163 

COVINA ED. 1-3017 
VALLEY ARIA ST. B-3733. 

ORANGE COUNTY 
Kl. 7-2529 

-----------------.. Limited Quantity of Magnifl-s P E C. I A L ti J cent French Provincial Chairs 
with Solid Cherry Frames, 
Spring Seat, Upholstered In 

P U RC H AS E Fine Quality Fabrics. Avail
able In Sage, · Mauve, Rose, 
.and NatJ!rown. Values to 

.Exquisite "French", "18th Century", 
and "Provincial" furniture for 
every room. Cholce of Decorator 
CQlors and Fabrics. 
Large selection of Occasional Ta
bles, Cocktail 'Tables, and Com
modes . . . Manufacturers: Milano, 

BUDGET TERMS 
LAY·AWA)' PLAN 

In Los Angeles 
$101 Santa Monica 

Oldfield 4-7080 
Mon. & Fri. Eves. 
In Pasadena 

1162 E. Colorado 
SYcamore 5-6767 

Fri. Evening 

$102.50 $6975 
NOW ONLY 

Welmafl, Mastercraft, Etc. Imported 
Lamps Custom Shades Imported Ce
ramics and Custom Re-Upholster
ing. Free Estimates. 

Custom Madf! 

(!fl.ounJ c!JJeds 

More than 88 °lo of Los Angeles an_d Orange County 
nurserymen report that HOME Magazine influences 
their sales. No other publication- is rated so highly by 

either wholesale or retail r. -~c.Aryrnen . 

Desert 
Continued from Page Sixty-seven 

'Richard fish 

Practical as well as 
decorative is the desert 
wood base for a clock 

being the "scar ti s s u e" 
around the wound. Mistletoe. 
in ironwood trees sometimes 
cause the burls, which may 
weight up to 800 pounds. 
The ironwood is known as 
Olneya tesota after Tha~er 
Olney,· naturalist who 
studied it early in the last 
century. The "tesota" comes 
from the Spanish "tiesa," 
meaning stiff or firm. The 
ironwood seeds were eaten 
by Indians. 

Birds, strangely, do not 
like ironwood trees, Jewett 
says', and rarely nest in 
them. 

Jewett himself likes the 
pungent smell of the iron
wood oil, which remains in 
the burl even after many 
years of drying out. 

In his back yard, Jewett 
has huge piles of his raw 
material on which to work 
-woods of every kind . 
. An oddity in the whole 

matter is that Jewett is a 
-New Englander born in 
Maine and now transplanted 
to the heart of the 4.merican 
desert after a distinguished 
career in electrical engi
neering in China, Alaska 
and many other places . . 

He admits he is compiling 
his observations on desert 
woods for the benefit of fu
t ure generations, but mod
estly disclaims being any 
kind of an expert. He co
operates closely with the re
search laboratory of the Na
tional Forest Service in 
Racine, Wis. 

Jewett and his wife work 
in .close harmony on figur
ing designs and special uses 
for oddly shaped pieces of 
wood. 

Picture frames are made 
of Joshua. tree wood, but it 
is too soft for most uses. 
One frame was made recent
ly by Jewett for Dr: George 
M. Hollenback of Encino for 
a desert painting by John 
W. Hilton of Twenty-nine 
Palms. 

"Such uses of wood are in 
keeping with the sp:irit of 
the paintings," Jewett ex
plains. 

He has enough wood for 
years ahead, and he's busy 
every day turning out -some 
new art object. 
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AT JWR YOU' LL FINO 

WONDERFUL, WASHABLE 

WUNOA WEVE 

LUXURIOUS FLOOR BEAUTY IS ONLY ONE SIDE OF 

WUNDA WEVE'S STORY! LONG WEAR IS THE OTHER 

SIDE? AN EXCITING S&:LECTION OF TEXTURES 

AND COLORS. COMPLETELY WASHABLE;: COTTON, 

GUARANTEED NOT TO SHRINK, NOT TO FADE. WHEN 

IT'S BROADLOOM YOU WANT, SEE WUNDA WEVE! 

THEN BUY! WUNDA WEVE •...•.. 8.95 SQ. 'V'D. 

WUNDA TWEED ••..•• 8.95 SQ. YD. 

WUNDA -PLUSH ...•. t0:95 SQ. YD. 

CARPETING, 6TH LOS ANGELES; BE"'.ERLY HILLS 

SHOP MONDAY NIGHTS! L.A. 9:30 TO 9:00 • B.H. I~ TO "'.!30 

with 

STERIFILTER® 
. . 

NOW!-very drop of water returning 
to your pool con be sterilized Cil5 well 
as filtered--doubfY-pure to give your 
fomily the finest health protection. 
Steriftlter Is on exclusive Blue Hoven 
development. 


