Kisohslen, Shgtung, China Sept. 23, 1947.

Dearest Editn, -

In my last letter I promised te send you a "fuller" report
of wnat we have been through and witnessed. I'u sure iother hae written you
about nearly everythlng, 1f so, you can just throwskxthis letter away ,

should gou find something that you haven't heard before, you can pass it
on to Margaret!!!1] rizal -

s
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I should really write thnis in Swedish, my English being so poor, you
would pet A better story it I wrote in Swedish, but Egron thinks I ought
to write Engllsh, 80 uere 1t goes and you have to exXlse all my missmtakes
as you always have to do, =
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Ever since the Communists got driven out from nere in Aug. 1946 Wwe nac
P0we sutiouallst soldiers in our city. G1ae firsi grou» that cawe was a fine = = |
growd. Alrter some t.me they left our place and were sent to welhelen. Then
we got what they called " the Communication Pollice" and tney'were statloned .
in different places on the railwey line betwesn Tseingtao sud Welhselen. . )
The Commaunistswere very strong everywhere in the country and ofcourse they sl
would do all they could to desttey the railroad. During the Summer of 1946
they destroyed part here and there and all bridges were blown up, but &s
go0on as the Government's soldlers Rusapured recaptured Klaonslen and Kaomi
the rallrdi got under repair and the whole line - from Teingtao to Teinane
was rebullt with Amerlcan materlal. The Communicatlion police were to npro-
tect the new rallrdi. How did they do it? They made their quarters in the
towns, lnetead ofeftne railroad stutions,and they made themselves a merry
time: drinkiog, gawmbling, stealiug and looking for girls anma lel't the ralle
road -o "tae :r"-uL‘:%:". Lverybody was fed up With them. They Were gtebtrible
get. sgron can wtficss to that too, bLecouse he had te try to keep them out
of our house in Hankuan. He talked and talked but they muved in all tha
game and went through the boxes theag, K belonging to Huloa, and stole some
of her thilngs too.

Ag long as the renairs of the railroad went on there were plenty of
people on the line, but rignt after Christmas the line was compleay and
they were only working at some bpidgee here and there. Then the "reds"
got busy axaln end mxeyx every night there were vaerts blown up. The Com-
munication police didn't care, They stayed where they were and nad a good
tluwee 10 the wladle of Febr. the line between Tsingtuo and Tseinan weas open :
for a weekl - but then the big destliction sat in and trains would rum only °
betWween Telngtuo sod Kaomil and a few days later only to Lantsuen, because
the bridge over Tee-¥o hoe had been blown un. During Febr. tue rumours
about the cormunigts' drive towards our towns were muny and people began
to be afrald snd many fled to Tsingtao. In & few days our "good" soldiers
began to urge the people to leave the clty and soon tney ordered them out.
It was very cold X®E& those days and the suffering was terrible. The road
betwecn Tsingtao and here was crowﬁd as a market gtreet,for days, and many
died before they reached T. At Tsanko there was a kind of a gate, everyonc
was stopred there and asked 1f they had permits for entering Tseilnglao.
Ofcourse they had not. Well, then.they were not allowed 1n and out there
was no shelter what so ewer and lots of people were freeglng 1o death
those c¢old nights. It was terrible with the smaller childexn. They got wet
and during the nigats there clothing was like a girale od ice agd gegorg
morbing they were dead, The soldlers ordered the people to leav
Teingtao did not take them in. Nothing was organlzed. Later on Tsingtac
had to take them 1in, but they had no-where to put them. Each one had to
find a vplace tor themselves.
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inished I don't know how 1t 1s. We don't have anything to do = no schools

T very little amlseion work - but I keen busy from morning till night. Of-
ourse 1 saw and prevare for our trin nome, but all tne same. We pérnana

ilecp 100 much!! It's awful to Xsaxex live like this. Now I hope to write

ble story down anyhow. wita things happening all arround us, from day to day)
nls will be & never ending story. ----

This was now the lust week of Febr. 1947. Johnny was in Kaomi for his o
ehooling and Lally in Teingtao. Our Chinese studente went avay like a smokee. rﬁ‘;
he Bchools were emntied out in an hour and all running to Teingtao. Satur- ke 2
ay #as the first of March and then the Kaomie-car drove up here cramed full
f peonle - tne Jansson family, Jophnny and some Chinese. They didn't like
.0 etay in Kauomi. Still we hade the Communication Police nere and they told >
8 4 they would nold our city etc. Durlng the first Week iln March we began piin i
9 understand that our place would certainly also fall into the hads of the |
ommunists. On the third of March,Martinx and I drove in to Telngtao just
Or the Cddy to get a few thing settled there. Later in thd week Egron deve- o
oned toothache and began to be 80 swollen in nis face. 'He had to see the o A
octor about it and we also had lettere to the Board and some money=-business "
0 do, 80 we declded to make an_other Teingtaetrip. We understood that we U
ere faclng a time of isolationm here. OUn the 8 of Larch we started out real
arly. As we didn't dare to stay ln Tsingtan over ningt, in case any change :
ould take place herg we had devided up our errands to be able to get back e v
Yy evening. The travelers were: Egron, Martin, Johnny and myself. When we PRl
ent cut the clty gate Just little after 6 o'clock in the mornbng, the guards: '
éere just smiling and waved ue away. The day before we hao asked them apout .
he Tsingtao road and had gotten the znswer that -going east is 0.K. - Nk
@ hadn't gone more than pernaps two Chinese 1l when ve. sa¥ the teléfbn lines
ere cut. Egron said - the 'reds' hawebeen here. ke better turn back home.- .
ariiln salo somethlng aboul the 'iedxms’ wlways bedug busy at unlgihtl and Luey X
‘8ually didn't do much during day time. - We went on, Egron murmurlng sowe=-
alng about the 'cut' belng too near the city this time. Coming to the first
1llage & counle of sold lers neemed ofit tnrough a door. Johnny sald - they
‘err communists soldlers, let us go back home quickly! - Martin agatin re-
larked 1hat some new soldlers had come up from the south &nd perhane they
ad uniforwms somethling like the reds. - We wwent on. e did get 1n to the 3
lext village before we were stopped by some eoldliers, and then we understood
-hat we vere right in the arms of the communist svuldliers!! - wWell Egron and
lartin had to walk to thelr Head Quarters whlle Johnny and I were allowed
.0 stay in the car. After a while they came back and sad that we were not
1llowed to go to Tsingtuo, but we could return nome. Very well, we turned
-he car and were 80 thankful to get away from them that quleckly. Golng past
-bat viilage there Johnny nad sesn the 80ldlers, We now sBaw sowe more sol-
!leps coming out frow the houses. It was etlll early in the morning. Leaving
.he village benind us we had only 18 1i to Kilaohslen, and we certanly were
anny. But - right across the roac they had put up some farmers' tools to
iinder us from speeding away and looking aside we saw & man throsmzing a
ed flag up into the alr and after that tnrow himself down on the ground.

0 1@y same minute suots bepan to whidle arround us. They shot llke mada » -
Lron and wartin went out of the car and waved thelr RsgE nandse over tnelr N
@ac 6, Dut they <ent on shating. Johnny and I had gone down on the floor

intae car. I could see how Egron kxixe went down into a dich to take cover

ind I saw a shot just golng over his nead, 80 near 1t could go without

1itting ndm, and then ¢o into the bank. Still sheting tney walked up to

ur car. Thney acted very nervous and yelled at us llke mad. kgron tokd them

that theilr Head Quarters had glvén us permission to drive back td Klaohslen.
fell, they didn't listen to that, they said that they had their own flead

Quarters ané we nad to go tuere. ( Ve understood very well that the man,

100 gave us the permisslon to go back home, had phoned these soldiers and

told them to capture us.) After some talk tuey took Egron and ~artln along

4ith them and left 5-6 guar@s with Jonnny and me. . . .. o sitting in the car

L]
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The guards were very rude at first and they asked me If [ wssa't afraid.

I told them that I was not, because I never hac been afrald of Chinese and

they were Chinese too. That answer plessed them and then Johnny pegan to

sbeak to thew 1n real Klaohslen Chinese and they just laugned and had a good
tlme. Tney are just like children. If you can lead their interest gway on
sometning, they Just forget why they should be there to wamkekx wgthm& you.

We walted for two noure and then at last we saw Lgron and Martin gomlingi our i
way, well guarded by soldlers. Right away I understood that they é¢idn't bring
€00d news, &and soon Bgron nac told us that we now wereprisoners!!! The car
Wwas turmed the other way agaln and with guards on the running board we were
taken to the Head Quarters. Nexlto their house was a small nouse, 3 rooms,
and we were taken to the west room and were well guarded tuere. We crowded
up on the 'kung' but it was so cold. The old lady, who lived in the nouse,
had been so scared during that night when the 'reds' came in, and now, when
they brought foregniers to her houge as prisoners, sue dldn't dare to stay RS0
4t nome but ran away. It was a very cold day. : , E

b

fe were gestioned the whole day long. One or two soldiers, some
af them were Offlicers, but you can't tell that by thelr uniform, but they
are a liltle bit more clever and have at least some education. Everybody
zave us the same gestions. Pernaps they wanted to find out if we gave the .
same answers or not. They asked us,and we asked them when we could go home. Ak
30 i# went on tae whole day and it began to be late atrternoon. inay were 4
flgating with tne clty soldlers and we could hear the fight goling on. The A
nly answer we got was that 1t was war and too dgdferous for us to travel.
I went up to one of tnem, an Officer, and asked as kindly as I could 1f we
touldn't be allowed to drive home before dark, because we have our old wWother
and a small child at home and they were exqpecting us home this evebbpg.
the only answer I got was a smile and some words about them also having i3
dothers and small childeen at homs!!!! B

we B¢ no food along and in that village waa nothing te be had
oecause all the people had fled when the soldlers came in. But Lirs. Feng had
sent some Chlnese bread to her cnlldren 1in Tsingtao and I brought 20 eggs
for ~ally and seeing that we couldn't get home we asked 1f we could have
ilittle bit ofstraw frosm the yard and make alittle fire.-we bolled some eggs
and ¥ate some’dry bread, but we were not hungry. About 7 o'clock they told !
18 t0o sleep!!! we tried to make us as comfortable as we could on tnut harc
cany ' - well knowhy tnat 1t wouldn't be much of sleep for us. Even thougn
it was dark tney kept goming in tn our room and £lagnfh light in our fuces _
and counting: one, two,three, four!!!!In the next house¢, thelr Head Quarters, | -
they Wwere having a Conference about us the whole day. ( Here I must tell some .
thing . #when the Yatlonallsts came in here in aug. we had a visit from one 4
f thelr Officers, who sald that ne and his soldlers were on the other side
>f the river that day when we were taken. They had thélr spi8el out, and even
in the village where we were kent, and they knew everything about 1it. He told
18 that some of the 'reds' wanted to kill us in order to get tne car. luey
talged tne whole day about 1t, but some were against 1t beg§use we were )
Poreigners, und because of tpat they compromised,and that I'1l tell you now.) .~

»
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At ten o'clock & man came in, not an Officer, and’ told us
that we could go homel!!! We haven't traveled at night here in China, perhans
for twenty years,and now, when everytuing was upside down, we certalnly
iida't like to do 1t. Kexak Ve gred him if We could stay till towards the
worning becsuse we didn't like to travel by nlght. He went away but came
oack witung order, that we had to go. The reason was - they sald - that they
sere all leaving that village and if new tropps came in durilng the nlight,
4¢ would be taken prisoners by tueme. In the evenlng we nad witsnessed how
tneir spife-came in from different placee. It was terrible to be in 1it, but
afterwards you are glad for tne sexperienew, because We saw BOm many 'inglde

things' during our stay with them."we nhad to leave, tnat was all to it,
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We felt very bad about leaving, and felt like wWe would be walking in to some
kind of a trap. It was a cold night and we couldn't Fet the car started.

"e neated some water, but the car stood where it mxmax was and dldn't secanm

to nave any intentlon to move. We also worked very slow because we felt 8o
uneasy aopowt drlvimg away at that nour. It was a moonlight nignt. Gorgeously
bright and wonderful. #e wouldn't nave to have the lights burning on the car,
Which was a good thing. Ve again told the 'reds' that we didn't feel like
going, but they sald that their soldiers would all be gomllg north that nigat

s
g
.

and that they who nad been a the bl road had already left. Lut the car e

didn't move and our friends left us,and ‘we were just alobe in the outs<irts Wkt
of the village weRking on the car. Tne clock was almost 12 at midnighte = b
Toen we saw som snad§owe coming up frowm thne roads and the dithes towards the b
village. They walked closed to the houses and walls and kePt very qulet. w e | i
understood that new troops were comlng our wWay and We also made as llittle noisicd
as nosslble. After a few minutes we were all surrounaded by soldiers. They bl

were also nervous, had been fighting the whole day, and saw enemies in every 4"
ERREXENRXX corner. He t@ld thew our story, which we tnought they all knew be- .
fore even 1f thev act@d differently. I supposc we Were very near to be cap=
tured again, but one young fellow knew how to drive and ne got interested
in the car. Egron told them that if they only would give us a 'push verhans
#¢ would be able to get away, and talklng and playing with tne carthey didnSt
know tlll toe car started and we guickly in to it and drove away. Before ve fgiing
got the car etarted a wman walked up to Egron and sald:" You know you shouldn't &
drive out now. It's very dangerous." - He was a bit older thun the rest and '
looked llike & de€cent fellow.

Passing the first village the guards tnere didn't stop us. They knew
the story!!! I can still fuel tne mowments of the car and also near the nolse
from tne englne! We felt we would have gone absolutly soundless, but in the
stillneee of tne nlgnt tonat car made such & nolse. The soon snread it's lignt
wer the flelds and we gsaw far sway over tine flelds to small villages arsound.
[ don't %now if you are able to recall that road at alla, Just 12 lie from
our clty is dtemnle wita a pagoda. %e¢ haé just 1¥fthed tuat spot when tae
shots began to wulslle again and this tXime much Vorsetuan the last. I aadn't
oeen afrald durlng tne whnole cday and even when tney suol at us I sort of upad
3 reassuraneetnat the snots would not nit us, but We hadn't exp@rienecd any _
thing like thle last sanooting bpefore. Soldiers rughed up from every difen and “
came running over the flelds towards us. Bgron and udartin went out again into
the shooting and wavalng thelr madx nands. Johnny sald to me:"Now they'll
€111 us, Mother." Johnny and I were still in the car and if I ever nrayed 1in
ny 1ife 1t was then, and 8till I can't understand that we came out of that
inferno ané back home again. Nothing but a wonderful answer to our prayers.
Jurdrede of shots were fired at us, but noneof them were allowed to hit us.
I'nose soldlers were real bvandits, 1They neld bLgron and sartin on tne roau tusre
anile they searched them. Egron lost the golden wakn! dis preclous gift from
Yatner Rinell. --- Whlle they went on belng rude to the men, they took Johnny
and me Uup to the papoda and we were not allovwed to walk, we bhad to run, as Xx
fast as we could and witn their guns in our backs. Coming up to the teavle
two Officerd received us like We would have been their xm very best friendas.
lhey aac a fire in the middle of the room and they urged us up to the fire ‘.
ind said, in a most kindly voice:" How 1s 1t that you are out at nignt, when .= .
fighting 18 going oB@ Aren't you cold? Please come right un to the flre! etc. -
[ was talking back to them as nice as I could but trled to keep an BEYEX Sye
)n the road to f#wnd out what naé nanpened to the men. The soldlers were busy
sremaring strechers and I tnought that Egron and wartlin nac been wounded after
1ll. After a while the wen came, walking on their own legs, and thet was soue
thing to be tnankful for. ( That Officer, who came to tell us all about that
jay, he also told us @yt when they couldn't get majorlty among thelr own
seonle to kill us, they had finally decided to send us out in the widdle of
the night and they would shest and the whole tulng would be an --- accudent.)
Well now thie group eald that ﬂhgy had nothing to do with that group who had
qeld us vprisoners, and because of that tney would take us to thelr Head Quar-
tere and see& now to handle thls question. Agaln bgron and wartin wereé gone
and Johnny and I sitting in the car, well guarded, and walting, walting.




r gusr@e wWere just very young bovs and they soon began to talk to us and
lhey Were very hungry they wanlted sowelaling 10 €d4l. we Qa0 401l LI'edd

ft, tnat Chlnese bread, and they were so nleased. After a wnlle I asced Xng
en wnere tinelir Head Quaréérs were and was told ~-- 60 lis from aerel!l!]

11, taen our men can't be back before toworrow I said. The clock wus goling

wards 2, but the night was as bright as a day. Then one of thelr soldlers !

me and told our guards that tney had order to go north. All were leaving

@t nlace. One of tnem, allttle fellow, perhans 16-17 yeras old, walked un

»mé and eald ln+«a grim and stern wolce: " If you start the car, since we

ve lert, ym both you and your son will be shot. Do you understand? "

told nim to “"fang sln" - I had no keys, sartin ha¢ taken them along, so &/

Would be tnere alright. In my mind I wae thinking - who would enwt us,
" they all had leftl!!!!! They went and Johnny and I were all alone on the
)ad. I was 80 hanpy to nave nlm along and he was very brave the whole day
Id a8 he has a very nleasant way in dealing with people ne made friends

(th our guards and made the Whole sltuatlon mucn easier. Just after two &

‘cloc: Egron and sartin turned up, and now I must tell you tuelr story.
loey hud been taken to a village north of the ralilroad., when they

sked wnere the Head Quarters were, tney Were told that they nad just moved

> Kuomi distr i@t that day and they had to walk 60lis - Exax exactly as

ir guards nad sald. Ofcourse our men wWere not willing to do that and they

ilked all they could about our wEmmy nlanned trin to Teingtao and how we i

sre taken and now we novw had gotten the promise of returning home. Then
ae of tne soldlers sald that they had a emall Office in the village and
¢ took them there. Coming ln there they met two young men and one of t.em
8ked 1f wpron knew iMr. Culpepper of Hwanghlsen. wnen ogrowm aauj"méi;u,
ne fellow sald: " fNe was my teacher". Vell, that was somethning to ‘talk
bout and after & while ne aleo told Egron that 'ne nad been here in Klao-
#len when toe Communiste cume in here 1946 and he knew Egr‘on and &alseo
alzed .bout our Schools etc. Talking like that they finally got to the &
olnt about our trip to T. and 'man-man-dl' Egron asked if they couldn't
rant us the vermission now to go back to Kiaonslen. They did. Then Egron
nd “artin wanted escort back to the ¢=ar, but theyv were not very willing
.0 glve tnat because tney hac order to gu north. The men insisted an it
ny how and thney got some guardse along, but when tiey nad taken them part
if the way they returned leaving the men alone. Egron and wartin protested,
>t they said that all thelr soldiers nad gone now, 80 they could easily
/alk alone. That was & terrible feeling for them - walking all alone in QY
1lgnt not knowing 1f some soldiers were hidden among tne graves and bushes.
3uddenly they saw a group of mem coming towards them, and they were calling
Jut to Egron and =artin asking for the 'patch word' - and tiney hao nonuG=--
jome minutes past, fllle¢ of tensnesd ang RaEx fear. iney could near now
they nac¢ thdir guns prevared und 1ln tnat way they came closer L0 sach other.
igron thinks that that 1.me wae +4% very dangerous moment during our whole
trin. what a vlessing that Egrén was there with hls good Chinese! and even
this tlme ha talked till he gotd them calm and agaln our men ssked for es-
cort, but they were not willing to glve 1t because they had to go north, but
thie time they sald that nobody would be coming after them, they were the
last party.

what a relief to se¢ tne men coming! HOW We @la tnank iLne ~ura for nle
wonderful orotectlon! After thnat we naé to push that old car ( the batteri
#as tyo low) for some lis and wnen we at last got it started we drove up
to a village, 3 o'clock in tnemeorning, waiting tnere till about 6 o'clock
pefore we dared to drive near the city. Tne @ity gate was closed witn sand
bags and on top of tne wall our wonderful Communicatlon Pollice nad thelr
gusrdse. They told us to walt a moment and they should take away the sand
bags and open the gate for usx. They did and we drove in without them
asking us a word about our trip - although 1t had been flgnting godng on
the day before. They looked as dumb a& even. You would think that they
should bDe very eager to Enow about the situation east of the clty and even
wanting to uear where we had spent the tilme because they must have under-

gt00d that we couldn't get through to Telngtao. --- we ot home i the mor-
ning before kother and Anna were un. They had been a bit anxlous, but
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8 ‘tnought that we propably didn't mace the trip in one day knowing also that
f{:grmn nad to see the Déntlst. That was Sunday morning.

donduy we nesrd the figating golng on ouside the city and people had
lef't now, s0 there were not many left, but stlill the soldiers were here.

In the evenling, Just as we had our Supper, we headdterrible exploslone and
ruaning out we saw big fires in four different places. Qur nelghbours filled
ovr yards and everybody was scared to death. Soon we rea-lized that our
v:zloved Comunication Police were destroying their munition and it was a most
tremendous noice when all tn@se things exploded. When they had burnt it all
up they just walked out turough the east gate and left our nlace to the 'reds’
In the morning we had a new rezime here. ; :

Tnen it began -*our long lsolation time. For eix months we didn't
nave any mall. Now and then We could get some small notee through to T. our
Chinese frlends kindly carried them for us, wostly hidden in the broad hems
of thelr clothing. In that way we viere also able 10 get woney. We got the
money from peopnle here and they could draw i1t in Tselngtao from our folks there
It would be too tiresome for you,should I go in to all the small happsnings
during thouse six wonths. [ shall only m#ntion some of it.

The soldlers came all t@p/time. They come-right ln to your house and
they go' te every room and they open your drawers and everything., Sometimnes
they came early in tne mornig before we were dressed and late “Hi— they
sat here and tne whole day long too. One good thing - they didn't come at
night. That they did 1in Chuchéng. watilda saild that sne hardly undreesed fop
a long time because¢ when they came you had to open right away, other-wise
they broke the doors open. Some of the snldlers were very stupld, some were
rude and terrible and some were nice, country boys who just simply came along
with the others. We always felt that those soldlers coming from Chuctiéng were
a bad set. One day a crewd came¢ in. They were everymhere and all of us had
to watci and follow them arround. Mother was then living in the downstairs
i livingroom and 20e &xny had vieite a1 the tlne. Fgron and I had to move XEREax

arround uand 'entertain our guests'. [ didn't notice tnat one of them went
ungtalre and was very surorisec, wnen I after a while went up to the bedroom,
to find one there in frodfof the mirror. nhen I came he went away, but out
in the Hall wae a great blg fl®d!!! I suppose he wanted to shew his dlegrace
and fe¢lt that was a good thing to do. I had to laugh, the wall was wet far
un and the floor was like ajllittle lake. --
' Egron was wonderful durlng that tlme. Those men came in great flocks
p and Egron received tnem as they would have been his most beloved friends.
;L He talked to them for hours, anc you had to Know what you sgld too, pecause
*ctoey nad lots of questions to put up. Bgron's mind is Jgick, anc 1t certaldly
¢ had to be durlng those days. When they came llke that I felt as L would have
like to disapear somewhere, but Lgron was wonderful.
Jargareta also helped us a great deal. “any of them had never scen
gla white child before, #nd thney couldn't get over her lignt halr aud tuoen
*F 2t the same time listen to her Chinese. Tney Just marveled and often we
[§. ® felt how they sort of forgot to be rude when “argareta was there. We also
f. have a pretty bilrd, it was glven to =~argameta by an Officer in the Latlonalist
S army, and that bird also took thelr interest. Tlmes when Joanny was at home
b ) he also helped a lot. Tnere are many small stoples frow those days. If I ever
$&8¢t time for it I would like to wrlite them down.
S
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. Fut - even thow u wWe had tnelr unpleasant visits, we aian't nave to
20 tarough woat our Culnese frlends nad to doe. All the rich homes, from whom
we nave nad the chlldern 1n our Schools,ané tpose families, who nad been so
fréendly and kind to us, Were now absilutly luoted. we dldn't go out very
}» mucn during those wontue, but you should huve seen the vonderful tulnge, in
Cainese furniture and Chinese decorations and Leautiful thinge tnat were
3013 Jut in tie market or taken away to Tsibgtiao! I never thought that this
I'q\.town nad anything like 1t. It was terrlble tJ see now they ald Its ALY the
- Lac nevple they - could get hold of both in the clty and from the country,
nelpeé to rob and steal. ‘he communiste themsel®s first took whut they wan-

ted, as gold and things like tnat, and then the mob could take the rest.



7 Jdos*t of the rich puaple had left before the Communiets came in, but some
were :tlill nere und some of them were killed. [ could talk on here for a long
time about tnose tulpgs, but L1'1ll just mention a little «Pisode that hanpened
fere just pbefore Chrlistmas. - One day a young, nlcelooking fellow cawe in
bere and asited 1f we nad seen his lother. He went all over the vard and even
cawe 1n 12 the kitcnen. He sald tnat ne had dreamed aboat ner Mother that nXx
night and that she would be 1in our garden, because here it wWas nice and warna,
ne Beld. - That boy #as the only son of'a 1rlch counle nere in town. His fatner
wae beneaded and nad to be burried viltuput his head, whicn is seomethlng terrd :
ble for & Cninese, and they also Killuqﬁia wife.The som went crazy when he saw  ©
thege tnloygs hapvenling and now he 1s walking arxound here looking for ule wotar
er anc¢ also talking about that they never dld find his father's nhead. Tuis 18
only ONE story. Thea are ‘hundreds of tluem. =

o=

A48 yQu know we have as® houses B0 scattered here in K. it was & great
Job for Egron to look aftem each place. We have 8 different pluces, and LEToOn R
ran like a Watch dog between those nlaces. The soldiers wanted to live in tAy |
nouses Or to go in and have a look etc. etc. I think those montus were much :
harder on Bgron than ordinary School work, even if né& carries doubble as much
as anybody elsé would do. Just the fecling that you didn't know what they
would find out to do to you the next mlnute, was, an awful tensewmess. In the 2
beginning of July we saw tue 'reds' run like rats and ihe nationalists tropps 4
coming ln. what a joy! But after € days we saw the Nationullsts run and the
trece' cowlng pac«. Tnousande of peonle had comeé back frouw Tsingtao during
thoege Ccays. Now they aad to run again. Such a signt! It wase raining like the
8<ye would be open, and people wading in the mud to get away from here again.

An other wmonthe brought the Watlanallstse back agaln and then they Btayed here
ta the 21 of nov.

&nd 1pat bringe us up to thie t'me2., We had lote of soldiers here during il
toe Autuune. we also heard that the Communiste were very strong arsound here, %
put we hoped tuat the ~#ationalists wouldn't geve up tuls nlace again after
fixing the wulls etc.and alwoye talklng apbout how iwmportant this place was
for Tsingtao and 80 on. But we were told that several of the tows were left
oy the Nationallists, and soon neople began to leave frou nere and Kaoml in
greatl numbers. The soldlers were ¢till here and KkKept telling us that thls
place taey would hold, whnatsover. On the 16 th of nov. We Lepan & Weess mee-
tings nere led by a young vastor wang from Tslngtao. He stayea wita us. He
lsa such a nice fellow, Well educated and speaks good Libpllegh and le as a
Jhinese young man when ne 18 as best. We had good meetlings, and nad even our
3chuols going again and felt like coming back to normal again. About Tuesday,
Vednesday that week our students beran to leave for Teingtan and the neonle
fron the city left in crowds. Still the soldliers sald they would not leavae.
are Hang huad tno be back in Tsingtao Friday nignt and I wae to take him in.
{hureday nearly all our peonle had left and we asked Lir. “ang wnat he would X
Like to co. well, De sald that as lony a8 toe soldliers were elill uere, ue
1180 could walt till #riday. Fpiday morning we found the evakuation golng on
ind were told tpnat the troops had begdn as warly as 3 o'clock in the morning.
ihat should we do with our guest! we qulckly had some breaxfast and at the
table we eald that we would bring nim over the river, because tunen he would
¢ on the 'safe side' and we could get back here before the 'reds' came in.
sgron 4idn't like me to go alone, When things were as tney were, 80 he came
tlong too. It took us 1 HOUR to the east gute!! The roads were blocked witn
rivillinane, soldiere and mlilltar cars and =-=- wuudlbarrowggnd everythnlng
:lBes  Mr. Wang knew now to drivVe; and as we were golng out to the gate we
inderstood 1t would be lmpossible for us to be able to go out 20 1lis and then
'eturn before our new set up would be in. we asked Mr., Wang if he wae wllling il
‘0 drive the car himself. Yee, ue wae, but was afraid of all the pesovple, "
& toought they would just load him down. Egron quick}y ran out §nd got hold
)f 8n Officer - we were just in the middle of six militariy trucse - and he

as willing to take toe responsiplllity for our car and hne nad two ladies



:% avd a body guard wpom he took over to our car. Egron and I walked back -
‘1iting for the 'reds'.

_ Later Ve pneard about sr. “angs trip. ihey had driven very slowly, the
ouce belng filled or neople, and then they came to the river. Three blg trucks
eut flret on the bLridge and after that came our Ford and 8o three more truck
€ll on the bridge the first truck went absolutly dead. Taey ¢1d what they
ould, but the old tnlng would not start. What should they do! They already
eard some shooting behind toen and tne soldiers wanted to get over and after
pst dstroy the brildge. After tdking it over they all unelped pusilng thne
ruck into the river - and after that they drave away to Tshngtao.

In the afternoon we nad some 'reds’ here. Just band itex. For three days
hoze bandits kent coming here and trying to get thines. Sunday mornlng toey
ame 10 get the car!!! Ve told them it was in Teingtao. They ordered us to
pen the Garage - and then they saw tnat 1t was true, They told Egron to open
gcar 8 store room, but he talked them away from it. Thney took all our ximisfa
elephones ( 5 of them ) and sald that tney would go turoupl all our roows
n the compound etc. (They never nad time for that though.) Those bandits had
firee days here before the real troops came in. Evedently toey Were sent here
0 take thlngs they needed before the army got in. I wae so scared that tlilme
O I felt ae I couldn't stay here. Pernape I got a bit too much last Spring
nd I felt my neart besting and my whole belng Just sick when tuose bandits
ame ln nere. But I had to stay and I prayed tnat.the Lord should take my
ear away, otnerwige I couldn't do a thing and would evll have been aburden for
gron. I didn't sleep, wae just walting for them to come in etc. But I prayed
nd got a wonderful answer, All my fear went awaf and now I don't mind a bit
elng nere. o
Telllng about how wWe have now, we must say that we have it much better
han last time they Were here. They don't come very often to see us and those
ho nave been here nave been pollite and 0.K. Perhaps a couple of taem have
een & bit rude, but"the whole they have been good to us. Their great leader
@8 aleo glveu out.sume kipnd of proclamstion now telling nis pwople to belave
nd it looks like they are cnanglng thelir taetic a good deal. -

kverybody ls walting now tg see what Lhe other side will do. ['m sorry
0 say that we nave not gotten very good lapressions of the “atlonallst elther,
hina 18 1in a terrible mess. Stlll we nrefere the Mationalist to the 'reds'
11 the s=ame. fe know that thev are friendly towards us and we have 1t much
seler when they are here%™ne rosd“ophg to T. e.tc. But the peonle suffer
homsoever guverns tuls nlace.

You «now by letter from Mother that ~ally and Johnny were able to
pend UPristuas 4t n0lles ne were su nappy becauss of tuate. luelr trlp uowe
éent O.Ke. but they got into the middle of fightling Just before they crossed
hé river. ine bridge is no more, but now there 1s ice 80 therefire bridges
verywnere!! luat makes 1t very easy for the soldliers on both sldes!! wargin
00k the citld@n by car as far as ne dared to go, and after that they went on
neelbarrow. Coming cdown to the river a group of 'rede' nad ogpened fire at
0me kind of soldlers and people comln}from Talngtao came ri into the Xine.
ally said tnat they tirgeh thenselves down on the ground, but the soldlers
rged tneu to meve on and get over the river. They didn't even have tlme to
otlce tnat Lally and Johnny were "whites"!{! When they lay tbeAt flat in the
and they saw a man falllng downe Peonle wnom walked that " way later found nim
sad., e had gotten & shot through his head. Egron met them by the river and
wo bandits get hold of ném and taking hiw to be an American, and that is the
lggest crime now adays. Tuey sald that they could see on his halr that he
as Amercan!!!! Egron had permit and everything for his trip, but they couldnt
ead!!! Sucn a mess. They were very rude and prepared tnelr gune and like that.
. think it was Jonnny walking up and firing of some Kiaonslen-'to-wna' tnat
.aged the sitmat.on. When Lally and Johnny went back to Tsingtao they didn't
ant bLgron to go along with tnem. They wWent alone with a servant. Also that
Ame they heard somefighting, put were just passed that very place and came
hrough O0.K. Well, I must ston my talk. It's a never ending story, but you
uet pet-tired of it all. vie are tosnkful for the Lord's protection and help

juring these dagerous times. : ‘
Kiaohslen Jan. F, 1948. Gerda R.
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