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Copy.
February 12, 1895.
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I have. th® h

onour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
and to inform you that I aceept the propnsals which yvou have made
to me,accordingly 1 shall take possession to-morrow of all your
ships,forts and other war materials,which are left in vour hands.As
to the hour and other condittons,l shall be glad to make arrange-
ments with you to morrow at the time when I shall receive a decisi-
ve answer to this my present letter.When the above mentioned mater-
ial of war have been delivered up to me,I shall then be willing to
makes any of my ships conduct all the persons mentioned in your let-
ter includdng yoursclf to a safe place convenient for both parties
in perfect security,but were I to state my personal views and feel-
ings to you,l would beckon you as I had done so in my last letter
to come over to our side and wait in my country the termination

of the present war,not only for your own safety but also for the
future interest of your own countrwm,l consider it far more prefer-
able that you would render vourself to my country where you are sure
to be treated with care and attention.However if it is yvour inten-
tion to rejoin your country I leave it entirely to rour choice. /8
to your desire to make the Admirel Commanding in Chief of the Brit-
ish fSquadron as a guarantee on rour behalf I consider it unneces-
sary ,it is your military honour in which I place my confidence.In
conclusion let me inform you that I shall be weiting for your ens-
ver to my present letter at 10 o'clock to morrow morning.

({Signed) I.A. Ito,
Viee Admiral--Commander-in-Chief.




[Doc. No. 24]
TKRMS OF CAPITULATION OF VEI HAI V¥EI.

Admirel Tirns,Cormandsr-in-Chief of the Chinsss Squadron, having
sant. ,on the morning of the 12th of Febrvary,1R95,%t0 Hic Majasty's
Ship "Metsushima®Captain Ching under a white flag,#sith the letter
ef Admirel Tinc,of the sams dute,addressed to Admiral Ito,Communder-
in-Chief of thes Japaness Squadron,to the affact that Admirsl Ting
will deliver up to Admirel Ito zll the v;sselsbfort.s ,and materizl
of war row present, on tha Islerd of ‘Lm Tun 'I":\v on tha condition
of Admirsl Ito agresins to save ths livas of the Chinese and foreign
officars srd men belonging to the Chinese Army and Nuvy,und--

Admiral Ito having agraad to %he terms on tha whols ard pro-
posire 1o make errancements for fixing tha hour and othsr numsrous
cenditions of carryine ovt, ths Capituvlation,at 10 o'clock,z.m.,
13th of Fabrvarv,1895,in a letter given as ansver to the nbovo_-‘-('d"h':.
lettar of Admiral Tirg: and--

Admiral Tins sgain sending Coptain Ching undar a white i‘l g
to this His Msjesty's Ship Matsushimz,on ths morning of the 13t.h
of Fabrnarv 1895 &ith Lhe lettar of Admirzl Tirng dated 12th of
Febmrarmr (1RAh of Jenvery Chinass Celsndsr) sddresssd to Admirsl
Itothenking him for havire sgreed to save the lives of men urder
him nrd asking him *c postpons the dsliverv of the vascals, forts,
erd meterials °w}'§.‘l‘.':3f,d the antrance cf the Japanese forces intn
the Island of LinTun Taw ti11 tre 18th of Febvyary (22 Jervery
Chiness Cslardsr) in order to givs him time end the suid Chiness
end foreign officewsand men to prapars for their daparturs,assvming
gt the seme time that tha said vassals,forts,ard materials of war
to ba daliverad shall ta kapt in their pressrf, condition and that
the provisions st&ll be punctvelly fulfilled: snd-

.Lh" commurication hevine baan mads vertslly by Captain Ching
thet, Admirsl Tirg and the two p"i“t‘irel officers naxt to him rave
committed svicide on the night of the 12th of Fahruarv,1895 (18th
of Jenvery Chinsca tfalendsr) after hsv irg yritten the zhova lattar |
Admival Tte geys to Captsin Ching o written proposal to the follow-




in- effecti-
13th Fabruary,1895/
His Majesty's Ship Matsushima.
To the
Officers representing the Chiness Fleet at Wei Hai Wei.

I hersby acknowledge the recesipt of the letters of Admiral
Ting dated the 18th of January of the Chinsse Calendar.

The report of the death of Admiral Ting last night,communi-
cated verbally by thes messenger who brought over the same lettiers,
I receive with great personal regret. As to the postponing the
reaceipt of the vessels,forts,and othe materials of war until the
22 Jenuary of the Chinese year I am ready to comply with undsr
conditions. This condition is that some responsible Chinese officer
shovld comes ovar to this ship,our flagship Matsushima,before six
o'clock pem. this day,the 13th February,according to the Japanese
vear and make arrangsments with vpon saveral points which have th
be fixedwith certitude regarding the receiving of said vessels,
forts,and materials of war as w2ll as the escorting of the Chinsse
and foraign officsrs and men out of Wei Hai Wei. In my last letter
to the lamented Admiral Ting it was said,"As tc ths hour snd other
minor conditions I shall be glad to make arrangements with yeu
tomorrow®,ard now that he is dead these minor conditions have to
be &rrangsd with somsbody who can deal with us in his stead.

It is my sxpress wish that the seid officer who comss to this our
flsgship for the abovs purpose be a Chinase not & foreign officer
and be it undarstood I am willing to receive him with honor.
(sipned) Admiral Ito
Commander-in-Chief Japansse Squadron.

Towaed 5 o'clock p.m. of the 13th of February,1695,Taotei Neu

sccompanied by Captain Ching cams under a white flag to this His

Majssty's Ship Matsushima and Taotai Weu introduced himself s the
raprssentativs of the Navel snd Military forces of Wei Hai Vei.




Hs wus raceived with honor Ly Admiral Ite

Admirsl Ito thsn propossd to Tsotai Neu several conditions
relsting to the rsceiving of vassels,forts and muterials of war,
the escorting of the Chinese snd foreign officars and men out of
Wei Hai Wei,etc.,and aftsr a consultation of seversl hours Tuotai
Neu and Captein Ching laft the ship on condition that they rsturn
to the ship again bafore 2 o'cleck p.m. on the 14th of Februsry,1895.

Teotai Nsu cams sgain vrder s white flag,sccompanied by Captain
Ching,sat 2 o'clock p.m. of ths 14th of Fsbruary,1895 and was received
with horor by Admiral Ito. After further consultation the follow-
ing terms wers agreed ujon betwcen the two parties as conditions
of capitulation and were signed by Admiral Ito and Taotai Nsu,this
selfsdm@.version in english being to serve as the criginal taxt:-

Art.l. That a list of namss,of functions and ranks of sll the
naval and military officsrs,both chinese and forsign,required to
bs trinsported in safsiy,should be produced.For forevigners, their
nationglities should also be mentioned;us Lo soldiers,clarks,etce
only there numbsrs should be given.

Art.2. That sll1 naval snd military officers,both native snd
foreign should pledge themselves by a formal writing that they shall
not, re-sngsge themselvas in the present war between China and Japan.

Art.3. That all the weapons powdor,ar_}d froj ectiles for use
of the lsnd forces on the Island ofiﬁ?;';:;rT:; should be collected
in fixed places and those places made known to us. The soldiers
of the said land forces should bs landed at Chu Tao und from thence
they srs to bs conducted by the Japanese guards to the outposts
of ths Japansse Army now occupying the localities around Wei Hai Wei.

-ths larding to bsgin from 5 o'clock p.m. 14th of Fabruary,b1695,

(20 Janusry Chinese Calendar) and end befors noon of the 15th of
Fabruary,1895,(21 Januery Chinase Calendur)

Art.4. That Taotai Neu,reprasenting the Chinsse naval and
military forces at Wei Hai Wei with responsibility should appoint




a suitable number of committies for the dalivery of the vessels

and forts. Those committies are required to send in before noon,
15 Pebruary,1895,a list of the arms and forts in their charge with
the number snd kinds of guns,rifles end other waapons now contained
in those vessels or forts.

Art.5. That the Chiness nabal and military officers and men,
native and foreign,shall be allowed to leave Wei Hai Wei after
noon of the 16th of February,1895 (22 January Chinese Calendar)
in the steamsr Kuaung Chi sailing out of harbor under condition
stipulated in article X.

Art. . That the Chinese naval and military forces both native
and foreign,shall be allowed to take with them their personal prop-
ertymovable only,with the exception of weapons which are to be
delivered even if they bs private property. Whenever deemed nec-
essary the things they take away shsall be submitted to inspection.

Art,e7. That the pe an‘gnt. residents,i.e.,ths original inhab-
itants of the Islard of Lin Tun Taw shall be pursuaded to continue
their residsnce on the Islard.

Art.8. That the landmg of ths raquisite number of #fficers
and men on the Island of &1nf:;1an in order to takeposssssion of
the forts and materials of war on the islard shall commence from
9 o'clock a.m. of ths 18th of Fabruary,1895,(22 Janusry Chinese
Cslendar) but that Admiral Ito raserves to himself the right to
send in a cartain number of Jujunese Men-of-War into the harbor
whenever the necessity occurs anytime after the signing of the
prasent, stipulations. The naval officers both native and foreign
on board the Chinsss vessels may remain therein until @ o'clock a.m.
of the 15th of Fabrusry,1805,(22 January Chinass Cslendar)/ Those
marines, soldiers,and seamen,sta. on board the same vessels that
wished to be escorted out of Wei Hai Wai,inland, should be landsd
on the sums place and escorted in the same way as the land forces.
The landing being to beginfrom the roonm of the 15th of February,l895




(21 Jenuary Chinese Calenda~) that is to say after the landing
of ths land forces is finished.

Art.8. The women,childran,uged persons,and other nen-com-
battents that wish to leave the Island of %ﬁﬁf&a‘i"‘a{v should be
allowed to sail out of the eastern or western mouth of the Larbor
in Chinsse junks any time after the morning of the 10th of February,
1895 (21 January Chinsse Calandar) Their vessels are however to
be examined by ths Japanese naval officers end men in ths terpede
boats or othsr bezts posted at the mouths of the harbor,the sxam-
ination extending over both persens and baggage.

Art.10. That the coffins of the lamented Admiral Ting and
the officers next to him should be allewed to be carried out of the
harbor after noon of ths 16th of February,1895 (22 January Chirese
Calerdar) and befors the moon of the 23rd of Fabruary,1895,(24 Jan-
unary Chinese Calexdar) in the steamship Kuang Chi which Admiral
Ito desists from takingpossession of and lays at the disposal of
Taotsi Neu as repressnting the Chinese mmdy and army at Wei Hai Wei,
solely out of respect to the goul of Admiral Timg who did his duty
toward his country. The said stesmship Kuang Chi te be inspected
by the Japanese naval officers en the morming of the lith of February
1895,(21 January Chinese Calendar) to assure that she is mot equipped
as & war vessel.

Art.11. That it be always understeod that the Chinese maval
snd militery ferces at Wei Hai Wei are to give up all hestile eper-
atiens sgainst the Japanese naval amd military ferces amd that the
momant such eperatiens are made the previeus stipulatiems shall
lose affect at onceand the Japanese naval und military forces shall
~asmie Lostility,

igne i N

(signed) Tastal,¥eb.

Dons on the 14th Fsbruary,1895 (20 January Chinsse Calendar) on beard
His Majesty's Ship Matsushima.
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[Doc. No. 25] |

No. 28. :
8.R. {
JSIATIC STATION. |
OPPICE O THE COMMANDERIN-CHIEP. |
U. S. Naval Sorce. )
U. S. Flagship Baltimore,
Chefoo,China,
February 13,1895,
8ir:-

1. I have the honor to report that a combined land and sea
attack was made upon Wei-Hai-Wei by the Japanese forces on the 3oth
ultimo,and that the "YORKTOWN" was sent to that vieinity to obtain
all possible information in regard to the operations.

2. Pending the fall of Wei-Hai-Wei,and during the interva Ay
occupied by the numerous engagements that have taken place,the Q.'\ ‘
vessels of the various nationalities that are represented in che‘fi;"" 5
have been constantly going to and from the scens of the fighting,
bringing suesh news as could be obtained. Reliable information as to )
the definite results has been very diffieult to get,owing to the
fact that the neutral vessels,naturally,were required to keep out
of range of the belligerente,and the heavy smoke caused by the dis-
charge of the guns,soreened the actual conditions from the obser-
vers.

3. The appended sketch of the vieinity of Wei-Hai-Wei,will
be pf assistance in following the movements of the combatants,and :

in understanding fully the conditions that existed.The points to

the eastward and westward of the entrances,toghther with Leu Kung,
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the other small island ,and the hills back of the harbor ,were str-
ongly fortified;modern guns of heavy caliber being mounted. The
channels to the harbor were supposed to be more or less filled with
torpedoes,vhile the eastern one was further barrieaded by a boom.
The Chinese fleet composed of six or seven men of war and thirteen
torpedo boats remained in the harbor,protected in a great measure
by the gunsof the several forts.The battle ships "TING YUEN®" and
"OHEN YUEN"were most formidable antagonists for the unarmored ships
of the Japanese. On the morning of Jamuary 30th the Japanese army
with siege guns,attacked the forts on the eastern EThree peak)point
while the Navy threw forward(close inshora) a division of seven
smaller vessels and a number of torpedo boats,the main fleet ecompo-
sed of the "MATSUSHIMA®(Flag),*CHIYODA®, "HASHIDATE®, "ITSUKUSHIMA®,
*FUSO" (Second in Command),*HIYRI®JKONOS®, *TAKAO®, *YOSHINO®, "NANIWA®*
YAKITSUSHIMA®,and "TACHACHIHO®",was formed in three divisions well
outside,and apparently simply watehed the aection,for it was noticed
that the covers were not taken off the guns of these vessels. The
Japanese stormed the eastern forts,the firing beginning from fleet
and shore at about 8.30 a.m. One of the forts was blown up about
12,10 p.m. and shortly after this the Japanese were in possession
of the two remaining ones on that side.After they had manned the
guns of one of the saptured forts,a Chinese battle ship steamed
eclose up and by a well directed fire silenced the guns that the
Japanese had opened on Leu kung island.In this engagement it is ro-‘

ported that the Japanese lost about 300,and the Chinese about 700.
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This ended ths day's engagament,the flest returning to an anchorage
for the night. On January 3lst,the Japanese flest of twenty seven
vesselsa-in all-renewed the atteck,firing at long range,the Army at
the same time operating fyom shoreward;the firing contimmed until
about 1 p.m.,but the heavy smoke prevented the obgervers from see-
ing the result of the fire. In the afterncon the weather beocame
very threaténing ,and the flest stood to sea.A heavy gale from the
Nd. and Wd. set in,and gontinued until the morning of the 34 inst-
ant ,with bitterly cold weathsr,and heavy blinding snow squalls at
frequent intervale. This weather interfered very much with the
operations;the torpedo boats im partisular suffering from the eff-
eots of the cold,being covered with jee from end to end.By a smeries
of land operfitions-the fleet assisting with heavy gun fire,the for-
ts wers taken one by one,until on the afternoon of the 4th,the Jap-
anese held 411 the forts on the main land;the Chinese retaining
their fleet and the island forts. On the seme night the Chiness
batlle ships opened on the forts that had been captured and manned
by the Japanese and drove them from the guns,and one Japanese tor-
pedo boat was disabled.The Japanese had succeeded in towing away
the obstrueting torpedo boom,and on the night of the 5th,their tor-
pedo boats made = dash into the harbor and succeeded in torpedoing
three of the Chines fleet;the "TING YUERN®(Flag),"LAI YUEN",and

*TSI YUEN",also the training ship "WRI-YUEN®".The *"Ting YUEN" was
run into shoal water and {8 reported sunk to the upper deck;while

the other vessels are either sunk or disabled.The Japanese fleet
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on the morning of the 7th,made an attempt to finish the work but
retired before penstrating the harbor very far,the "MATSUSHIMA®
having -as reported-a casualty list of fourteen people,wvhile three
other vessels were struck.The small island fort was abandoned by
the Chinese,and the "OHIH YUEN" was sunk by the fire of the forts
that had been captured by the Japanese,so that practically Wei-Hai~-
Wei was in their possession.The Chinese torpedo boats deserting
their comrades made gn attempt to escape,and left the harbor in a
body to seek refuge elsewhere,of these boats ten were driven on

the beach not far from the port-these it is reported have been re-
ecovered by the Japanes. -while two were seen at about 10 a.m. coming
up the ocoats at full speed with ths "YOSHINO" and "TACHACHIHO" in
pursuit.They rounded the bluff on the other side of Chefoo anchor-
age,and the leading boat succeeded in reaching the beach,but the
second one,that eould not keep up the necessary speed,was sunk by
the fire of the "YOSHINO" It is now but a matter of time when the
Japanese will take possession of Leu kung iasland and the remnant

of the Chiness fleet. Admiral Ito appently considers that the Chin-
ese ars in a position from whisch they cannot escape,and he does not
care to risk his unarmored ships unnecessarily to the fire of the
"CHEN YUEN" and the fort;when the opportunity offers he will proba-
bly end the affir very quiekly. Absolutely accurate information in
regard to the details of the engagements and the damages inflicted
cannot be obtained until such time as the Intelligence officers oan

be sent to gather the required data.
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About twenty five hundred deserters from the Chinese forts have
appeared at Chefoo,but everything was prepared to use strong meas-
ures with this supposed disturbing element;these men however ,have
given no trouble.Probably they were aware of the preeautions that
had been taken for International cooperation,and econcluded it would
not be wise to give any cause for a use of forde by the foreigners.

Se The excensively eold weather with the Northerly gale
caused a great deal of ice to find its way into the harbor,rendsr-
ing boatimg exceedingly diffieult and even hazardous. A boat from
this vessel and one from H.B.M.S,S5EVERN,were caught in the ice,and
the erews were weather bound on shors for Torty-eight hours.The
*BALTIMORE'S" boat reteived no damage.

6. On Pebruary 6th,I received from the United States Consul-
ar Agent at Chefoo,a communication (copy enclosed marked 1.) relat-
ing to some Amsriean missionaries that desired to be rescued at
San San Saddle ,and brought to Chefoo. The "CHARLESTON® sailed at
4.30 a.m. February Tth,in response to this request,and returned to
Chefoo at 2 p.m. February 8th. Although the assistance of a ship
had been requested,and the missionaries had been directed to assem-
ble at San San Saddle by a certain day-when a vessel would come to
their assistance- only a part of the large number expected,appeared

to take advantage of the opportunity for resoue. I enclose ( marked

2 ) a copy of the report of the Commanding Officer.Captain Coffin

performed most effieient service on this oceasion,and evidently
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handled the *"CHARLESTON* most ably. On the 9th instant the follow-
ing telegram was received from Consul General Jernigan: "Missionar-
ies want ship at Nantung-wei 13th for transportation are in danger
Jarnigan®. Nantung-wei is shown on H.0.chart 1443 about 280 miles
to the 8d.of Chefoo,but no charts show any soundings at that place;
in consaquenee of whiech a telegram was sent the Consul General to

that effect,and directing that the missionaries \?.go to Tower poi-
nt a few miles up the coast.This information could not be communi-
cated as the party had atarted for Nantung-wei. The *YORKTOWNY
sajiled at 4.10 a.m. February 12th on this mission.

T In connestion with the subjeet of Ameriean missionaries,
I beg leave to eall the attention of the Department to the Aiffi-
culties experiencsd in endeavoring to get these pecple to place
themselves out of reach of danger. At best the obstacles in the way
of rendering assistance are numerous,and these have been increased
in a great degree by the missionaries themselves. As a class they
are thoroughly helpless and ireesponsible as far as taking preecaun-
tions are concerned,and by their lack of unanimity of aetion would
defeat the best laid plans for their rescue. The Consular Agent in
Chefoo,and the Commander-in-Chief have been most urgent in their
reiterated admonitions to the missionaries in the outlying distri-
cts to seek refuge in Chefoo,wvherample protection could be afford-
ed. That this should have been done bsfore the rigor of winter made

traveling a hardship,and the advent of the Japanese inereased the

danger from the ignorant,disorderly element of the Chinese Jower




classes,requires no comment.The missionaries appear to have no eon-
ception of a state of war. As long as the danger appears to them
remote they disregard all advice,preferring to remain to eare for
their worldly possessions,rather than to prepare for possible con-
tingencies., When it becomes almost too late,and they f ind themsel-
vea confronted with dangerous eonditions,they sppeal with pitiful
energy for assistance,and start aimlessly for the éocaast hoping for
aid and sucsor. To them the presence of iee along the shore and the
absence of soundings on the, shart mean nothing,as long as they rea-
ch the seaboard at any time they spparently think their responsi-
bility ended. The hazardous duty for which the *CHARLESTON®" was
ordsred could only be justified by the supposed imminent danger
to a number of defenssless fellow countrymen and women. Within
twenty-four hours of the return of the party on the *CHARLESTON",
the Consul informed me that some others = that had not thought it
necaessary to go to San San Saddle,would probably require assistance
Some of those that wers brought from Teng chow by the *YORKTOWN®,
have returned to that place,notwithstanding their recent experience
and the unsettled conditions that still exist. I forward for the
information of the Department copies(marked 3,4,5,6, and 7.)of
certain coomunicatione that are pertinent to this subjeot.

8. H.B.M.S.PORPOISE arrived from Chemulpo t.m the 34 instant,
and reports everything quiet in that vieinity. I have had no com-

munications of any deaceription from the United States Minister at

Seoul,sinee the “RBALTIMORE® gailed from Chemulpo,
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9. The American residents at Ningpo were alarmed at the con-
dition of affairs there;the Taotai having informsd the Consul that
no American man-of-war would be permitted to visit the oity. An
outbreak was feared during the Chinese New Year holidays,as during
this period the steamers plying from Shanghai are hauled off. This
was the cause for the application by Consul General Jernigan that
the "CONCORD" might be shown at Ningpo. That city had been declared
elosed to foreign men-of-war,and torpedoes had been placed as a
means of defense in addition to the forts. H.B.M.S.REDPOLE,had been
permitted to visit the city after this deolaration,but the Chinese
suthorities stated that this was to be considered as an exception.
The "CONCORD® appeared off Ningpo and was informed that the port
was closed. Commander Craig quietly but firmly insisted that as an
English man-of-war had been accorded the privilege of going in,the
same pust be extended to a publie vessel of the United States, that
he proposed to take the "CONCORD" up the next day,and desired to be
furnished with a pilot for that purpose. The pilot was forthcoming,
the "CONCORD" went to Ningpo,end reamined during the holidays,evary
thing being quiet. I enelose a eopy(marked 8) of a commnieation
from the U.S.Concul at Ningpo that expleins itself.

" 10. Neo later reports,other than those furnished the Depart-
ment ,have been received from the "MONOCACY® or *PETREL',the natuaal
inference being that there is no shange in the existing conditions

at Tientsin,or Newchwang.
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11, The following men-ofwar are at anchor off chefoo,British,
*CENTURION® ,UNDAUNTED"  SEVERN", "EDGAR", "PORPOISE" and "ALACRITY",
*BALTIMORE" , CHARLESTON" ,French :"ISLY" K BEAUTEMPS BEAUPRE'":German;
"ARCONA":Italian "UMBRIA'Russian "KREITZER".

12, The mail ecommunication with Japan is still a matter of
the greateat uncertainty,and it is through the courteay of the
Commanding 0fficer of H.B.M.S.EDGAR,sailing for Nagaesaki that I

am enabled to forwvmrd mail,
I have the honor to be,Sir,very respeetfully,

Your obedient servant,

Cg’é g a ué\.

Rear Admi -J..U.B.l..d

Commanding U.S.Naval Force on Awiatic Station.

The Seeretary of the Navy,

Washington,D.C,

(Bureau of Navigation).
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