
Hi Sup:arl 
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May 7, 1948 

'Tis the close of another day and another week. Tomorrrnv 

morninp I have one class at 7:30 (you can imagine how I love t o 

get out of bed for a 7:30 class on Saturday). Then at about 

10:00 I will .1umo into one of the school's station wagons and take 

off for the stables where I will RO riding. Each Saturday morning 

a group of us fellows and p,irls RO horse back riding. Then after 

being bounced around for two or three hours, we return to a good 

hardy dinner . Somedays we take a lunch along and ride all after

noon . And other days we leave in the afternoon and eat supper 

out . I would Rive anythin~ to have y ou along to ride with us on 

some of the beautiful moon-light ni~hts . I guess you know, we 

would do more than ride, v/ouldn' t \'le? The farm land aroillld 

\'/heaton is very fertile and beautiful . The farms are some of the 

finest in the middle west. Thus our rides are thoroup.hly en joyab l e . 

You said that my letter to you was welcome . I am glad . Ann 

I can say the same for your letters to me . E~er since receiving 

your last letter I have been be~ting a path to my mail box, hoping , 

hoping, ho"Oinp; t 'lat t here is word from little Doris . But so many 

times I come away disappointed and discouraged . Then I will say 

to myself, "Well, Bud 0 boY, I guess Doris ,just don't love you 

anymore . 11 Then .iust subconsciously my eyes will start to roam 

toward the many examples of the fairer sex strollinp; about campus. 



now, I somehow believe that we have been in love all alonR. I 

believe I can understand the circumstances that occurred in China. 

You were one of the few girls in town and surely the most pretty. 

I was only one among five t)1.ousand Marines. Yet, I believe the 

Lord brouRht us toeether . And it is remarkable that amon~ so 

many men, I should find you and you me . I made clear my feelinfs 

toward you . Of course you knew that v/henever you wished to, you 

could have me, didn 't you? now , what would be your natural re

action? You ,'!ould naturally say to your self, "Oh well, I can 

have Bud vhenever I please ; but I wonder if I could eet a date 

with Bert, Pet, or maybe Herman . 1i \'/hen Bud found that he was 

loosine his pretty little Swede, Vlhat would he do? He Vlould 

fight like the di ckens to keep you and Eert, Pet, or Herman apart. 

And that is exactly Vlhat he did . Bud did not l{now no more t han 

it was the evil one who was trying to defeat the Lord's will (And 

who knows, perhaps it was) . Finally you were convinced t hat 

,the one you wanted to date didn't want to go with you, weren't 

you? You were humiliated and disappointed . The more you thought 

he did not want to go with you , the more you wanted to go with 

1.im. Finally you were deceived into thinkinp; that you were in 

love with him. This is only hUl!lan nature. You can remember that 

when your mother told you as a little girl that ~rott could pot h:;o_v e 

sOT'!ethinr: . you wanted i_t all the more . The best \'/av to get a 

younpster into a cookj.e ,iar is to tell her she cannot have a cookie. 

So you thoupht you were in l ove ; I would say that you were only 

infatuated. If you vlere in love with anyone else, y ou would not 

have become interested in me again so soon. Dor i s dear, my GMe ~s 

is t'1Rt you have been lnterestad in one :Darson all along . Think 

about what I have said, pray about it, and see if I am not ric;ht. 



When with a last determined ef'fort I approach my mail box. thera, 

to my surprise and delieght is a letter f'rnrn TT1V Swede Sweetheart. 

As I read the lines and see your devotion, I inevidibly rebw{e 

myself for not keeping my eyes where they belong. So, the moral 

of the story is, Doris, if you want my heart and mind to be 

focused about yourself, I must hear from you often. Understand? 

But seriously though, Doris, when I do find a letter from 

you and read it, my heart burns wi thin me. You say we are not 

in love vet; maybe so, but I do think an awfully lot of you. 

You mentioned in ~rour letter your need f'or l ove , seeing so 

much sorrow. I believe you are doinp' a preat work there, and 

I am proud of you. The Lord has made us to love and be loved. 

The desire of a felloVl and p:irl to have each other is .iust natural. 

And sometimes, as in your case, a person needs another more than 

at other times. In fact, Doris dear, I believe with my whole 

heart that we can serve the Lord better united than apart. I 

lmow for myself, there is little purpose in life. True, I do 

live for the Lord and His glory; but it is so hard to keep going 

froN day to day without another to he l p one. It is so easy to 

become discouraged. The Chri.stian walk is often one of persecution. 

We are much alone in the world as i t is. Therefore, Vie do need 

someone f or encouragement and love. Do you f'ind it this wa~? 

That is why the Lord chooses for every p"irl a fellow and for 

every fellow a ~irl. And that is perhans why the Lord is bringing 

us together . 

Doris, you know J often we really don I t realize the things we 

<want most in life . It takes the Lord, through persecution and 

heartache, to p:; ive us the things vie really desire and need . Maybe 

this has been the case with us. If by chance We love each other 



The Lord has used a vast sea and a lonp; period of time to show a 

silly little girl what she has wanted most in life all along .. 

But, Doris, do remember, that my reasoning is on11' f inite, 

and I may be wrong. But, if I know anything about ps:vch ology , 

I believe I have hit the nail rir-;ht on-- the head. 

Yes, my dear, I did remember vour birthday. But I wasn't 

sure whether it was on the tenth or twelfth.. And I hope that I 

can be in Sweden at that date for you. Doris, I hate to say it, 

but we must realize that there is actually little possibility of 
-t e "lI\. "1:"'-

my p;ettinp, to Sweden at all, and much less by July twelf th. There 

are so many men trv ine to get employment for the summer aboard 

ship . And wh o knows, perhans it is the Lord's will that I should 

vlork and s ave a Ii ttle money (we may need it). 3ut I shall try 

my utmost to get to see you, and that bv your birthday . Pra~r for 

the Lord's will to be done. flave you ever thought of compl e t i ng 

your training in the states? I don't think that \·'e sh ould connni t 

ourselves until we have seen each other and had a chance to talk 

it allover; but we can decide much through correspondence. I 

believe you menti oned paying a certain amolmt to the hospital in 

Sweden. If you s 1.ould decide not to co!"'!plete the course, could 

y ou p'e~ a partial refw1d? If Roy should come to this country, 

why couldn't you come along . If we should decide on anythin~ 

definlt0 concerning marriage, I am sure I could finance y ou 

at the college hospital. And i f we .ould not Poet serious, you 

can alv:ays fi nish nurses' training near Rov. There is always a 

definite shortage of nurses a r ound Chicago. And besides, you 

would want to be in the States near Roy. 

About China; neither you nor I can say definitely \~'hat the 

Lord's will is for our lives. Our first responsibility is to be 



willing to do his will. Doris, if it is His will that you do not 

go to China , would you be willing to stay home? Actually, you 

are not consecrated to qim unless you are willing to do His will, 

even if it means that you are not to return to China. It is for 

us to pray for His great and wonderful will for our lives. But 

Don't worry about my interests. It is my sincerest hope that the 

Lord's will for me (for us) is China. But I am not going to 

set my heart on r.hina or anything else; I only am going to seek 

to !mOl. His Viill. 

Doris dear, it is far past my bed time, and I have a busy 

day tomorrow. Before going to bed, I must have a s hower and 

my devotions. So, you can see that I must close. 

First, t here are a few lines from the t hirty-seventh Psalm 

that I want to share v!ith you: 

"DELIGHT tnyself also in the Lord; and he 
shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 

CO MMI T t hy way Wlto the Lord; TRUST also i n 
him; a nd he shall bring it to pass •••• 

REST in the Lord, and wait patiently for 
him •••• II 

Doris, lots of love to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

-13~ 

...J' 


