
My li ttl. Darline , 

Wheat on Coll ege 

Wheaton , Illinois 

f,jay 26, 1948 

I have just arisen from off my Imees . And now I am trusting 

the Lord to give me wisdom as I write this letter . 

Your eight r aP'e letter arrived this afternoon . I was exr ecting 

it and beat a path to my Plail box all morning lookin/l for it to arrive. 

You can I t ir1'lgine how Dleased I Vias to see your honesty . Since reading 

what you ' had to say, I have been doinr: much thinkinO' and much r raying. 

I have been tryinc; to study Oar a very important philosonhy test all 

afternoon, but my mind has been far, far fro. here. 

You know , sweetheart, I have heard much said about the United 

States not havinr; a forei gn policy . And I am afraid that ~rour lover 

has. n l t had a "f oreign policy" either . Further, I believe I have 

been rather inconsiderate of your position i n our whole l ove affair. 

You see , I believe that I love you, and I cannot bear t o t h ink of 

you apart .from me . I lmoVi you understand. I would f ive anyt hin g to 

be able to hold you in my arms . And if I could but v~ap My arms about 

~~ou, I dn believe t 'lat I ',',ronld l1f> Ver let you !"to . 

My Darlinr: I believe I know ':here I stand now . Finally , I t hink 

I have a sensible solution to our ~roblem . Your letter presented 

!"roblems that I knew existed, but was un'/:ill inrr to acknowledge. 

Primarily, though vIe are sure of our love for each other, we must be 

!'ar more patient , waitinB, always waiting on t he Lond, and trusting 

HiJ'll as well . 

First of all, let me say that I was happy that y ou have con-



fided in Me about Herman . Truely, I can realize your great feeline 

toward him and tl-}e heartache you have suffered . And I know that vou 

still retain much of your feelin~s for him . I realize t~is a,d I 

shall continue to love you just the same . I alga realize that 

HerMan May at ti.Mes occupy a more predominate place in your heart . 

As "tTou look at his pictures ann see the little thinr;s that remind 

you of him, you are bOlUld to thinl: of hin again . SOr:l.e times you 

will thil'Ltc that vou love l1ernan more t'l-lan me and some times you 

w111 t~1.ink vou love me more than Ferman . Dearest, reMel!lber, always 

rerrtember th?t I understand . I am so interested in knowinp just hovi 

you feel about ever·rthing . Tell me all that is on your heart - every

thinG _ Tell 1'1e eX:.:>.ctl:" how you feel about Her[l1an too . And fUrther 

more, please don ' t destroy all your lttttle reminders of him . At 

present , DarlinE , there is a void in your hp.art . This void or 

ePl:,tyness rras left by the absence of Van . I have come alone and 

have ::-artiall-v filled th'=-lt void . But t'Le Me"lOry of Herl~an is still 

there . ]low Sweetheart , I shall never be satisfied to lust talce the 

place of qerMan in your heart and life . .hen '.:e are !"arrifld, I 

-want you to be sure that you love me more than you have ever loved 

Berman . This sounds like a lot~ doesn't it Darling? "<3ut bv trilstinp, 

the Lord it caj"1. and will be that ·way . All love oririnates in Him 

anY'·ray . I don ' t want you to throw FlWay your memories of Herman 

because vou are tryine to forget him . Eventually I v/ant you to 

throVi av!ay your memories because you then HAVE for(l'otten him . 

Understand? SOMe day, the Lord \'IillinG, I shall push Hernan f'rom 

your heart . And I s:J.all occupy nrominence because vou love me more . 

So, dontt even remove his initials from your towels . Leave every-

thinr as it is W1til ~rou ftrst have reI'love"d l-).in froPl your heart . 

Doris, I Plean 'r'I:lat I say . And most in;-ortant of all , ~11ease tell 

:r1e exactly how you feel . rr'len you f~el like sheddinf7 a fe'.'! tears , 



sit dovm and drop me a l:l.ttle note , tellinr Me everything - evervthin/? _ 

that is on your heart . I sha)l not be iealous and I shall be so 

happy to have ::rour confidence in me . SOlie day I shall ?lace a ring 

on your finr.;er ; but I shall not do it until. I am assured that I 

occup: f irst place in ;.r0Ul"' heart . You will have thp. rine on vour 

fin~er in the Lord ' s eood time . 

r realize, too , that we cannot rush into marriage . EVen if I 

do ret to see you this Sll.TJ:l1"l.er , it perhaps would be very unwise to 

bf'coM.e one so soon . YoU!' sugl'l'8stion about tryinr to get to Sweden 

for Christmas is a food idea . And b~r that tiT'le we ' ll know better 

what to do . Uevertheless, I shall try to see you this S1.l..'rlJmer . But, 

I do need to \"lark inorder to earn a bit of mone'T"" . You mentioned 

that in SVleden one usually goes steady for one or tWf) "<Tear:. and then 

are engaged for one or t~o years . Yes , r do realize this . Even in 

the states the Swedish people are rat'1.er slo\'l in such a matter . The 

Americans are usually different .. Personally, I believe that both 

we AT'tericans and the SViedes ,- 0 to an e x treme . One is too slow and 

the other is too fast . But you have a good point . It certainly 

would look bad for you to rlUl orf and eet married so soon .. F'orqive 

me for being so hasty . I know you \,1111 understand, though . Sut, 

don I t ~rou think it vl11l be needless for us to VIal t t "'le whole t .. o 

years . If :!)roper arran~erlents can be nade in the States, I believe 

it v/ould be wiser f'or you. at least to ftnish here . In other words, 

maybe we could con, romise - instead of sta - '~n!7 in Sweden for t\VO 

years , you could stay onlv one year. I realize t"-le importance you 

r,; lace on graduating frOM a IIRed Cross Hospital . 1I Of course, I do 

not believe it is the distinction t he y claim it to be . In other 

words , to me there seems Yiittle difference what hos~ital you graduRte 

from . In fact, I am sure it would be better to graduate fror'1 ';Vest 

Suburban , which is connected to the COllege . \/heaton College is 



known as t h e finest Christia...T'l school in America. I don i t say this 

because I attend here; but ! came here because I knew that fact. 

Whe aton. also is accented b~T all t h e universities of the country. 

I don't bp.lieve there is a fundamental seminary in t 1e country t hat 

doenn I t have h''he a ton I s p.:radua te s on the facul t .. r as teachers . I!any 

V/heaton eraduates are even college presidents. If a nurse completes 

a course tLon nursing at t he hospital, Shfl may enter the college f' or 

a -ear and a half. At the end of t h R.t t5me she "'ill receive a 

re rrular colle r:e degree (bachelor of arts). So~ in t hat Deriod t h o 

~:lrl not only bAcones a nurse, but she receives a degree in an 

0utstand 1 nc: C ~ tI' i stian collere. You mentione d nbout con tinutn r 

trai1inr in a Red Cross l{os p i tal in t his count ry. I 8...11\ one step 

ahead of' you. I called the C'1icago ch a n ter of' tl,.e An'erican Red 

Cross. They have no hospitals in t he Chicago area a nd I am sure 

thev have no hospitals at all in t he U. S . Listen, vou sweet litt~ 

nit-wit, n O i"' why in s8...111-'1.il1 can.'t y ou c one here after at most '\ a 

year J huh? If I VIal t a year J can :,TOU 1"1aybe come a "rear early? 

I am rather reluctant about eOing s teady . I feel that I l1.eed 

t o ~et nut as l'1.ttch as . ossible. And 1f ! go stead~ ,"' ith a ['1rl, it 

:rteans that I cannot take any ot:'1el"s out. Yet, most fello'lls and p'lrls 

do r,o stead:, for a time. RiCht nOH, if 1 t is alright v'1 th you, I 

s hould like to be free for t'le 31.Ul1ner. I'll be out much of 'the time) 

and to ('0 ' i t :, the rest of t 1"le fello\"ls .'11111 have to do as t h e-' do, and 

date. And I believe it is a li t tle earlv f or u s to start go inr 

steady . But i t everythinG soas alr i_ fI'h t, and vou are sure you want 

to i.n the fall, then :)erhap s \'Ie too can start goine steady. That 

sOlLl'1ds kind of p'uffy . \,Ie s h ould sav llcorrespond steady. II By t hen 

I'll knoVl more about if' I can r.et to see you at C~ristl"1as. Then Vie 

can see eaC ~l other at ChristT'!.as and can decide if' we want to H q:O 

steadyll for life. Perha-, s ~-ottr Christl?J.as present Vlill sparkle . 



Sounds pretty ~ood, doesn ' t it? Please tell me what you think about 

it , Honey . Then the Lord willing , perhaps you can come to the States 

in the late sUt..."Ill'11er . I ' ll meet you at Uev, York, we ' ll be Married and 

live 11a~py evp.r after . It probably \'lon I t be quite as snooth as that ; 

~Tet, it is not inpossi 0le , considertng t'l1.e power of !Tod . And after 

all, vie I ave c011T1itted t he metter to hin. 

As :'or !-lyse lf, I s'1a11 remember all sumner my little blonde 

sVlsetheart . And as f or y ourself, you had better not fall for some 

one of' those dumb Swe des (oops , forgot, I ' m a Swede Jl1vself t ) . Darlinr , 

believe me, for the I1ntire sununer my heart shall belong only to you . 

I ru~ reasonable sure that you are mine forever; and I shall not fall 

for another . I have been quoting much of !lour!! little poem . Some 

day, the Lord willine;, I shall alter it a little . I shall change the 

last line so t i1at it read as .follows : 

ifi thin my heart there dwel13 a i oy 
That has its source '1bove ; 

But God did Make i t incom~_ lete, 
S0 I would neeri. your love . 

Onr f'ait'1. in Ch!'ist _as brou .... " t us ner>~r ; 
In 't°i!'!! \'Ie -oath abide . 

_fl.J,d vet we each a~.art do t.r>ead, 
And should :)e side by side . 

Are ne not made to be iust one, 
To serve in unity , 

'.'li th hand in hand and heart in tune, 
Just God and vou and me ~ 

So ask do I and ~lrEl.yinf~ thus 
! n all sincerity, . 

Will you accept my life and love , 
n:~t DARLIHG \fIFE to be? 

Non to look at ;Tour letter so as to nnswer ever~~thi nf' . You ' re 

not the only one who wishes to have been at t 11at a rtv Ylith y ou . Boy , 

I ' el h ave (" iven anythinr to have been there . You belonr to !'Ie and I 

belon:'? to YOu; rle can never be con tend while n art . Listen, toots , 

be careful \" i t -,1, :"ou r health. aon ' t c~1ance ? nervous brea..1{do\'m ~ I ' ll 

be -"lra~inr thr.t the Lord ...,il1 res tore ~rour strenCJ'th . But, oh, be 

careful ! 



Doris , M.y uarling , there is cnf" t":infT I Must J'1ention . vou need 

some one to lean uron . Li t tle (':'irl~ are all like t 1a t . Please 

confide in me . I shall tr~r ~ to do t -1e t '11nr t'mt is the ver~ r 

best for you . Up to noVi I have been a little hasty . But nov" I do 

knoV/ where I stand . Let me leno'" ever~r one OJ..'" you "Jroblens . Remember , 

VIe are no longer children . I underst"1nd V_fe flrett~T 'i'ell and wil] 

tell \TOU '11'l1at to do in every little de tall of' your 15 f'e, E"T'so!'Hl.l or 

ot!'erui,')c. T'"1ere:'s no one more interested in you than I . Rven 

before !"1.~r arm de~ires, I s"la11 cf)l1sider YOll, Sweetheart . RemeMber 

t'1at t Don l 1~ YiOrr- ab ' it ,--".:,v, ~, "- - . J j llst trust me ~ t nust : alwavs 

trust ; and I S111:\11. trust t h e'> I ,ord f or wlsdon •. Concerninr fian e'T for 

· au to cone hel~e : that will be mv \·;arr1r . Trust ne , Darl'" nr , because 

I love ~~OU . 

Sincerel-:r yours , 

;'tour 

I -< 

)( l<.. >< '>1;< 
P . S . Dodo , on ny fin~er I Vlear my Martne Cor- 5 rinp . It V!aS riven 

to 'Us b 1
• the fol1""s . And, of-:cours~, I value it very much . I S11Rll 

not force it OP you . 3ut if you really ',:onld want to r'ear it all 

t' lC ti..Jl'le , I' ll make n deal ~~·it"1 you . If :'TOU ','lill send me on!': 0 

vour rines (not a. real !:Tood anA), I f 11 :send 'lOU t 'lifl one . '. rnat do 

you say? In that way , I ' ll have some t i.nf of your~ . Ii th me all the 

time . If vou don ' t care to do this , just iO'}1ore \"That I have sai d . 


