
My dear Mrs . Holmquist , 

Whea ton Col l ege 

Wheaton , Illinois 

June 3 , 1948 

When I arrived back at school yesterday, ffess what I found. 

Yep , I discovered two letters from you in my mail box. You can 't 

imagine how pleased I was to have not only one love letter , but two 

at once . 

So, they made you blush at the customs office . Ha, ha l NOVl , 

why do you suppose you blushed? I run sure that you would not have 

f,ott en a red face if they had teased you about anyone e l se, would 

you? You know, My l ittle Sweetheart , t":lat we only blush when some 

one has discovered ons ofr onr secrets - has discovered t'le truth. 

But, don't worry, I B!'l dee ply in love with you too . And if I were 

with you , I certainly would sh ow it - XXXXXXXXX, ami so on l- ? 

Dearest, did you have to pay an-v customs on the gift ? If so, 

will you tell me how much it was . I'd j ust like to know. Why did 

My letter briny the tears, Darli ng? I couldn't quite figure t hat 

out . Yes, you're right , I'm more and more sure each day t hat i t 

eventually will be God and you and me ( and a familyil ) . You don't 

know how happy I am thnt you do want a family of' our ovm . So many 

modern girl s don ' t seem t o feel t~e same way about it as you . I 

believe that we have been made for each other, to serve the Lord 

togethe r . ,'ie can not s erve ,fell alone; we n eed each other . But 

Marriage is f'ctr more than just the f'el l owship, as impl)eotant as t hat 

is . It is our duty and privilege t o raise youngsters in the ways 

of our God . Th e worl d is sorely in need of what the Christian has 



to offer . A close friend of mine at school is to be married this 

summer . It so happens that he and his rr irl do not want children. 

Personally, I t h ink that they are very selfish, don't you? Really, 

I don't consider a home complete wit l10ut little ones . And the Lord 

\Vl1liIlG, we ' ll do our best, won't \l 9? 1 1J As far as my falling for 

anyone else, I'm sure t here is little danger . Just t h is morning I 

was looking around the college library, notining !''tany of' thep"irls 

I lmow and have been out with. Strangely, none of t h em held any 

a ::peal t o me anymore. I treat them well; but m,r heart is far, far 

away . Jllot so long ago I told my friend Paul "Smi th that I iLove.dt 

"them all. And it was truej each one I took out seemed to be a 

swell girl, and t h ey were or I wouldn't have taken t hem out. But 

I've changed. How I l ove none, exce pt one (w, o could t hat be?). 

Sweetheart, I love youl! lIl ! l I n the itates a number of the colleges 

have married students. So, Dodo, why not •••..••••• ? Yes, OUD 

engagement time will be Vlonderful, but we neve r can be contented 

until we are one, can we? II " There is no if about you entering an 

American hospital; there is a shortage of nurses in the States and 

there will be n o difficulty for you to enter. But, we'll let all 

t lose thinr.;s work out as time passes. As fOTnow, darlinr-, remember, 

head up and lrn.ee s down. 

Today, it seems so very long until we can come together; but 

before we know it, we'll both be wa.i.klnp.: hand in hand f'or life, 

be on a ship and headed for t ~e people we so love :f:n China. Then 

we 'll praise our blessed Lord for His remarkable leadership. I'm 

so happy that you want t. bo r e tur n to C'lina, for s o do IJ "ith my 

whole heart. Then t here wil l not only be a t ''lird generation Rinell 

(and Ho1.mquist) family in China, but the Lord wi111n8, a fourth 

penerati on. Have you ever thought of a name for that forth peneration1 

I am sure y ou have. What is it, Sweetheart? 



Doris, honestly, I didn ' t start the rallies in China. I was only 

instrumental in doing the Lord's will . If I hadn't done it, I am 

sure the Lord would have chos9B.."1 someone else fOl"the task. But I 

am happy that the Lord saVT fit to use me. It is so wonderful to 

be in Ris service and His will . I also can remember my asking you 
. 

to give a testiJnony . You were so nervous. And so was I . It took 

all the ste~ I could gather inorder t o talk to you that night ( I ' ve 

certainly changed, haven't 17). 

Sweetheart, I think \fe Mllsn't Judr:e chaplain S"lerley too severly. 

I believe t'1at he T7leant v/ell. Considering the fact that I do not 

think he was a Christian, I think he did rather well. He thour:ht 

our faith was only superstitihon and tried to cause both of us to 

loose our faith . If our faith had been only of a mental character, 

we probably would have given it up . But it was impossible for C·'1aplain 

Sherley to understand the fact of the inner testimony of the Holy 

Spirit in our lives. I am sure h e never experienced anything like 

that . I sup;J ose dancing in itself would be alright if it were not 

associa ted with questionable places of amusenent and wi th the f/ronQ; 

crowd of people. Then too we Must conform to the standards set by 

the average funda~ental American C~ristian . Some of these standards 

are strange. But to be heard' by' 'tbei!l''I arld used for the Lord, we 

Must accept what standards are set. Dancin"" is de.finitely out of 

the question in the mind of most fund~Mental AMerican C'~istioo~s. 

So, i f for no other reason , Vie must not dance. I am, however, 
,,,,.q 

100kinr; foward to beA t"aueht some SYlEidis1"'l dances when I Ftet to Sweden . 

I am sure they will be fun, and I like to have a good time. 

About Earl, Sweetheart, I never have t.,ought of him as gone. 

And he isn't. Earl lives as much today as ever. And we shall see 

him again sane day. Often when I think of Earl and am nraying , I 

feel lilee askinp: the Lord to say hello to Earl for nee This sounds 



kind of foolish . But 11m sure you see what I mean . 

rfo\7 I am on letter nW"1.ber two, tr"1'Ting to answer 1 t . Thanks 

ever ~o much for your interest . I am feel ing Much better nov/ . 

As long as I can reMember I don't eve r remember h.avin~ the fle,,-, 

before . I have been rather touBh I puess . Up until just before 

entering t1le narines, I neve r had a chest cold . lIy colds alwav s 

settled in t h e weakest l"art of My body - my head l Then one day 

the fellows froM church called and wanted me to play some ' foot 

ball ,"li th them. I couldn ' t resist . I had been working in a Vlar 

plant for about a -"ear t !1e n and hadn ' t been doing very much rwminp' . 

T"'1e air vIas rather cool and I ran till I was exhausted . Still I 

k ept C"oing . When we finally quit , I was pretty tired . That evening 

I started t o run a temperature , havinr ter r ible pains i n t he ches t . 

f~om JI1.ade me see or family physician - Dr . Dahlberg (o,mer of South 

S 'ore Ho spi tal ) . Upon exaMination he said that I I-)ad strained ny 
.. 

lunr.-s considerably, but only needed to rest . Tn a fev' da~rs the {lain 

and temperature left , but ever since I have gaugam colds easily. 

As a r ule the w~ole family has strong lungs , so I am sure there is 

little to Vlorry about . 

No , Honey, 1f I could vi sit you, I VTould find little time to 

drink tea . There would be more important thinp: s to do . Do you 

know ,-[hat I mean? 

I was r;lad to hear of t- t.he arrival of the folks from China . Are 

the~T your aunt , uncle , and cousins1 It was a l ittle difficult to 

Make out their names . SOMe of the names are very Swedish and not 

to famllian to me . So wi ll you nrint their neJ"'les on t "l e next letter? 

Tl1.en I wIll know who you are taltki n l'!; about when vou mention t '\.-;tem. 

Sane one was interested in \/heaton. So , 1'''ve gotten a complete set 

of entry 
.,. 

planks and am fOVlardinE'" them 
~ 

on to y.ou . Be sure t he 

ap plications are sent in irnnediately . Each year t here are t h ousands 



turned away from \'/heaton . When I entered there were about 400 

enterinz, but 7000 had been refused adflission. Don't let this 

fr~ght eD: you t hough. I f you know how to do it, it is not so hard 

getting in as you may think . "/heaton also is much more exnensive 

than Bethel . So I suggest that she send for cataJ.o~ues from Bethel 

as w91l . Of course, V/heaton is a mush better school . 

This week and next I am taking my exa~s . So, i f~I miss a few 

letters or make them rfl,t'1er brief, you lmo\"! the reason. Last night 

I received about two hours sleep. This evening I am kind of groggy 

to say the least . As I said , Wheaton is a t ough s chool , but not 

too hard. It certainly will be fine to have her here with liS, won ' t 

it? It'll malre you feel more l U::e home . Sweetheart , you bet I ' ll 

pet to the hos pital and will as]\" them more questions t han they ' 11 

be able to answer . We ' ll work somethinf"" out yet, won't we? Yes, 

I realize that I must visit you in Sweden . I say I love you and I 

believe I do . But before I ask a certain question, VIe must see each 

other . And I know that I cannot expect you t o come to t he States 

unless you are sure . 

About those rings , your slight est \"fish 1s my cOmI'land . Darling, 

l et me know honestly fJhat you will prefer . I am not concerned if 

you wear a diamond or a band for an engagement r in . You tell me 

what you want . If it is a dianond you want, I ' ll buy it here ; if a 

band, 1 111 wait till I get to Sweden. Do you want a double ring (one 

for your boy- friend)? Suits me fine . Row· about expenses? Can you 

affort such a rin""? If not , I ' ll be more t han glad to advance you 

the money for it . As for vle aring t'1e ring in the States, I don I t 

care if they do t hiru\" I am marri ed . If fact, if some people t hought 

I was , it would save me some trouble . They wi l l ask me who my wife 

1s and I \'Till have t h e opportunity to take out a picture and S l OW 

them my darl i ng little Dodo . ~till I ever be proud 1 Yes, quite often 



the band 18 engraved with each ot'1er nMe s (wedd1nr: rinp' at l eas t). 

I would love t o hnve a ring 'with your name in i t , Darl i ng . Bu t dlo 

as you wish. There is a long time before \'re can decide defin1 t e l y 

on this matter . 

'i!hat do you mean you are serious IIsome t imes? n jUss Rine ll , 

you had better be serious ALL the time . Do y ou hear?1 But I am 

glad that you like to be full of fun . So am I . I guess the folks 
l>"" 

and Elaine sometimes wonder if I~not a little goofy . Especially at 

home we laugh and sing all t 'letirne . The folks are a lot of fun too . 

All right II Sunshine , 11 you had better behave yourself and yemember 

that you ' r e not !lour angel , lI but MY angel . 

Well , Sugar- plwn , unless I quit , 1 11 1 miss my supper . And you 

know that would just about ki!ll me . Keep your eyes of f these 

dumb B,wedes and reMembe r that you are mine . 

Wi t h a ll my l ove 

(and kisses) , your 

</3~ 
P. S . As c lose as I can fi gure this is letter number 1 6 (doesn ' t 
seem t''lat many , does it?) . 

Sweetheart, '''~ll you ansVier me a question? You knOVI that I am looking 
for a way in which we may be brought together . The sooner we can be 
brouGht together , the sooner we can decide whether or not we should 
become man and wi.fe . Here is t he question: al'19 you allowed to 
remain in training in the Red Cross Hospital if vou should get wed? 
It may mean nothing , but there is always a possibility of my getti~g 
to Sweden for stUdy. I enjoy Wheaton and am thankful for the privilege 
of studying here ; but if I love you , I am willing to leave Wheaton 
home, and the U. S . for you . ' 




