
Wheaton College 

Wheaton, Ill i nois 

June 4, 1948 

l.!;r little Darling, 

I am aw.fully b u sy , but feel that I mus t write a fe'll linea. 

Last night I was up a good part of' the night a ain , had a test 

in philosophy this morning, .and am agai n in my room at Bar t l ette. 

I think (and hope) that I did r ather well i n t he e xam , prai se 
. 

the Lord . This afternoon Dad 1s c oming out to school to take me 

into the city till Monday evening . My next exam i s on TllBsday 

mor ning . You will be i ntereste d in hearing wha t we are do ing thi s 

evening . Dad and I are going to the Swedish c.antenfulal celebration 

in the Chicago statium . The prince of Sweden wi l l be ther e and 

the f,r es ldent of the United St ates . Governor Green of Illin01s 

( QAf r lend of my uncle Dave) will be t here too w1 th the mayor of 

Chicago . Its t oo bad that Miss Doris Rinell can ' t be t here too . 

r know you would like to be with me , and I Vlould r: ive most any thing, 

to be with you . 

You knoVl , Sweetheart , I must conf'e ss that r am guilty of 

something . You know I like you a l ot . And because of this I 

do get i mpatient . r am sure t hat you feel much as I do . We 

would like t o get together s o badly that we are unwilling to 

wait on the Lord . Perhaps you are a little afraiD. t hat I rn i~ht 

fal l for some sli ck chi ck in the States. And pe rha ps I k ind of 

wonder if you will change your mind again . You will understand . 

In o ther Vlo1tds, we are too anxi ou s . Have you ever t h ought that 



maybe even yet .we are wron£'" and it is n ot t e Lord's will that 

vie marry . Kind of scares one to think of s uch a thing, doesn't 

it? But are we ".T" willinf" to not • T1arry i f tha t is the Lord's will. 

To our finite vision, we could not thinlc of' such a thinp', could 111e? 

But, let us pray that we will be willinp.: to do the Lord,s Vlill, 

whatever it is . Doris dear, with all that I have within me I love 

you; but there is One that I love more . And I am willinr: to follow 

Him even thouP'h it means we mus t part. But the more I think about 

it, the J'l'lore I feel nhat we are for each other. Yet, we must not 

make plans without considering Him. \'Ie have been plannin(T and 

tryinG to devise methods of co~inv tog~ther and have been very 

impatient . Sweetheart, listen, we have cOI!lMitted outselves inttl 

His cnre, haven't we? How, let's not worry any More about when 

we mill Get together or becone one. The LQr d ~as it all fi'-ured 

out already . Let ' s just trust Him. How about it. Don't be 

anxious, j u s t trust. Th is is easy to say, but hard to do. But 

if Yle ask TUm, He will give us f a ith to trust. Yes, we can still 

talk about our COMing together, but we will not corrte topether lll1til 

it is '[Us will. And if it is not His will, we will continue to 

be r,ood friends and tlo:le Lord will provide another for each of us. 

Do I really love you2 I have often Yiondered. But like you, I 

don't know . I rlUst see you f irst. It took a lot for J1le to F a back 

to you . If I did not think it was the L ..... rd's will, I never would 

have done . I am very stubborn. Sometimes if I ask a r : rl for a 

date once or twice and she refuses Me (and for rood reason), I 

j ust won l t bother poin". back to her. Not boasting, but I have 

alvlays been very active in Uotmg eoplas work and rather popular. 

I usually could date when I wandl.ed and v/horn I wanted. And I have 

al,la:"s been rather independent . Some rirls have turned dovn1 nates 

v/ith IT1e and have often tried to r:o-et a date later. It 1s not hard 



to ·tell when a girl wants a date . ' yet something in m~ would not 

let me take th8ITl out again . I have never gone vlith a girl ex

tensively and been turned dOl,m by her , that i s , tmtil you turned 

Me down . Tnue , I was very nervous and not vlell , but it hurt very 

deeply and my pride was hurt too . I loved you as I never before 

l oved and never since and my best friend took you aV7aY ( t hGugh he 

d i d not and could not have loved as I did) . He wanted a girl , I 

wanted none but you. Yet , I have returned . \'fuy I don ' t know . 

Jeanne I liked a lot and once thoue;ht myself to be in love with 

her . She Has not :Drue t o me although sh e al\'lays claimed that 

sh e liked me (and more ) . She tried to be popular wi th all t he 

fellows and I just didn ' t like it . When I had her out (wfui6hhwas 

two, three, or four times a week) , I 'wanted her to be my girl alone . 

And she would glide around , showing o13f to all the fell ows . She 

did , the same thing to all the fellows she went with . I kne", 

almos t all the fellows she went with well . \¥hen I got tired of 

her £onl ong around , a friend took over ; he ~ot tired of he r and 

another friend took over and s o on . She was very pretty and had 

an excellent personal ity (and BOW is a wonderful Christian) . Rut 

sh e vias fi ckled. I knew she l i ked me . I 'tIas the first and one of 

the very few to ever kiss her (and I must say that I enjoyed it ) . 

After re turning from t he service, J eanne tried her best to go with 

me . This was very evident and everyone noticed i t . She is smart ~ 

tal ented mus ically, a g ood l eader and s peaker and Vl ould make anoJ 

excellent preacher ' s wife . And I wondered if I was not in love 

w1th her after returning. I tried to love Jeanne . She h ad about 

everything . Yet, something in me would not let me love her again . 

I j us t couldn ' t ! Or perhaps it would be more correct to say that 

I " ante d t o love her , but \'las afraid to . I don ' t know . Originally 



I thouGht maybe you felt the sane way . Oh VIell l Agajl,n, your 

sli ghtest wish is my connnand . If you should chan~e y our mind just 

s.et me know . 

Should I try to see about education is Sweden . Or would you 

rather not . Or would you rather cor'1e to l,'fheaton ( if \'ie et to 

Sweetheart, one other thing . Always be honest with me and I 

will be honest with you . If anyone else should COMe between us, 

let me lmow and I will do the same . As for me, I cannot see such 

ever flB:ppenin . Will I give you a chance again? I don't know . 

Something inside of rne won ' t let me love Jeanne again. Haybe the 

sSl'1e thinr; \',ill happen to you. Scmehow I am a @De -f:irl -man ~ You 

are t he only one . I am not fickled . I can only love one, only 

want one, and only care t o be true to one . Do you knOVT who 

that one is nov/? 

I am not sure I really want to go into t he U. S. foreign service . 

I am thinking t hat I only long to be an ordinary missiona~J t o the 

Chinese pemple, where ver the Lord leads . I hope i t will be Shantung . 

No you won't have to chase me; but some t imes it helps . A 

fellow sometimes don't know where he stands wi th his girL He 

needs to be encouraged . 

About my birthday, I keep forgetting to tell you . I was born 

on Hay 27, 1923, making me twenty-five . Alright , you satisfied? 

I believe five years is a good 4ifference , don't you? I don ' t 

think it should be much more than that, nor much less (and never 
I 

a ,irl much older than a f ellow) . Hope you I re happy non . 

You dope . When I see you, I want to run too, to you . I think 

those pictures are swell . I knovr, you are j ust fis hing for a 

compliment. O. K. , then, I think they are terrible ( that i s t h e 



I broke up with her . It was very hard to do thi s . And I was billue 

for a long t~ne (before the se~v1ee ) . I smothered my love for her 

and cannot let it arise again . I just Vlon ' t . With y ou it was 

different . I wanted to love you again and it seems so easy to do 

so . Why, I don ' t lmow l But I think I love you . I am stubborn; 

yet the one time a g irl drops me and I do return . F i gure it out 

yourself , I can ' t . 

Sweetheart , let ' s wait on t he Lord . I want to marry you . 

But I v/ant nore t o do His \'1ill . 

Somethlnr- entered my mind . For~lve me if I am doubting you. 

But I am seekin~ the truth . Doris, I understand human nature 

pretty well and i t 1s h ard to fool me . Yet I can be wrong and I 

hope I am v~ong this time . First of all you have mentioned a 

couple of times t hat some people don ' t know t}'l..at you and Van have 

broken up. Why didn ' t you t ell them . You lenOV/ , it is not some

thiI1(" to be ashamed of wh en a f'elloYl breaks up with you . I have 

brol{en up wi th many p;irls (though never engaged) . This was not 

because I d~d not like them . Some of these girls had all my 

admiration ( thou.gh none of my love ) . Here is what I am wondering : 

perhaps y ou are getting serious w1th me because you -...a. want t h ose 

f riends of yours to think you are still goin~ with t he original 

fellow . Thi s sounds harsh, doesn ' t it? I don ' t mind if that is 

true ; but there MUST be a better reason for your p,oing wi t h me . 

About our g oing steady; whatever you say is alright with me . 

In fa ct, it is better for me in college i f I can go out ~tth others . 

I ' l l have a good time and I hope you will . But I thouv.ht t hat i t 

would be nice if we c oumd go steady for a wh ile before ± c ome e:t 

Christmas . I would be willing to deny myself t h ose dates if you 

felt the S8I1,.e way • I have been dating and wishing the~r were you . 

Sometimes I would ,j ust as soon not go out becau se it \"/as not you . 



reason I look at them all the _t.ime, I guess) . I donit lmow wh ere 

my pictures are at . So hepp me, I did put stamps on them. Maybe 

its j ust as well if they did get lost . 

So your name is - ~"Hellen. " That ' s awful 1 How could such a 

sweet little girl have a name like t hat . Guess I ' ll just have to 

learn t o like the nan e "Hellen . 1r Mom never liked the name John 

until she ~arried Pop . SQ., it will be your moral duty to marry 

me so t hat I can learn to like the 'ner.te uHQll!3n .i! A faIT1.er next 

to Dad's farm had a daughter b" that naPle . \'/hen I was a little 

feller, she would never leave me alone and I always tried to p.;et 

aVJay from her . You lmow, little boys never seem t o appreciate 

little girls until they get grown ' up and foolish (h ow I like to 

be foolish ) . Hellen was a little red h ead too . But after I did 

grow up I always complimented myself on my choice because I can ' t 

stand Hellen to this day . Therefore I have never 11lred the name 

"Hellen . II I think we ' ll stick to "Dodo,1I huh? 

Bill is about my height, and is rather good lookine I think (like 

ne you lmovl1 ) . 

Hon, I guess I've been studying toi!:l "lard lately. I am very , 

very tired and a little moody . I know I should tear uT' t is letter . 

If I read it over, I lmO\'1 I will; so I won't read . If I have said 

anything that I shouldn't have, please over- l ook it and reMember 

t hat I believe I love you very, very much. I'd give most anyth ing 

t o have you in my arms iust now . So lonf"' , and be ,(toad (as i f "TOU 

could; _~ha , hai). 

Your loving h usband, 




