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ITis funny, Sweetheart, w~~t a ga l can d o to a fellah, espec -, 

1ally when he is in love with that gal . Love , I guess , is s omething 

l ike t he flew. The symptoms are very much al ike . Maybe the flew 

t ha t I re cently had was jus t a bad case of love- sickness . ?/hat do 

you t h ink? You aught t o ~ow ab ou t s uch t hings . I felt kind of 

d izzy , my heart pumped Ifks mad , I was hot all over, I e ot t erribly 

weak, and I didn't feel like doing any work . Swee theart,:r know 

t:1at I don't have the flew no\'l; but whenever I think of you , I feel 

exac t l y Ii'ke t l·at. And t hen I f eel like I want to grab y ou in my 

arms and j us t never let '~rOLl f~ O . Tell me , "hat do these symptoms 

mean, do you know? 

Honey , y ou can I t ima e- ine how important it· is for me t o have 

you a t this time of the year. \'/e' r e e1 t he r ltaving tes ts or studying 

for them day and night . Its so easy t o become tot ally Datigued and 

discouraged. And if we try to take a test under t h ose c i rcumstance s, 

'vi e are fl efeated before we begin . This mornine; I had two exams, each 

two hours long . One was in Bible and the other in Speech . As far 

as I know I believe I did sa tisJ;actorily . \"Ie ' 11 hope so anyway. 

Tomorrow I have another in psychology, which wi l l not be easy . Then 

on Thursday comes my final exam, one in archaeology , and that will 

b e a Ttcorker . tt \"'/ell, I ' ll have to stUdy like t he dickens and trust 

t h e Lo rd to help . Lik e they tell us in school, tl lf we seek t h e 

Lord's glory , and study faithfully and trust Him for help , He will 
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assist US; but vie cannot expect Him to reMind us of somethin~ we 

have not learned in the first place . II Sow1ds pretty reasonable , 

doesn l tit? 

I was 3uI)posed to ride out from Chicago this mornine; with a 

friend . His name is Joe rleeks and had graduated from Wheaton in 

1942 . At present he has rented one of the school's ch !&mist r y 

laboratories and is ?ayinr: for the rent by tea chine: a few classes . 

Joe is using the lab to organize a chemical business . I met Joe 

throuO',h his wife , Carol rl.nderson from our church . At present he 

drIves out to Hheaton daily and whenever I care to go in, I usually 

go \"lith H!i!m. But last night I became so lonely that I couldn ' t 

baar waitinR another day to look into my mail- box . So I hopped 

a train and arrived out here about eleven o'clock . The post office 

door at the school was still open and I was able to get nhe precious 

missile th:. t I was seeking (s. letter from the sweetest little girl 

I have ever met) . If that letter was not there I would have been 

the most disappointed man in Wheaton • 

.Ks I r read"_over your lines, I was very deeply touched . And I 

must confess that it \las my turn to find a fevi tears in my eyes . 

First of all you mentioned that you would have liked to hav e been 

lIi th me on the farm. And I would have given anythinR to hav e had 

you there vlith me . I had a e-ood tilne ; but it just wasn ' t c omplete . 

"Ie would have had such a good time, Darling . But I realize h O\": 

important it is for you to continue your training at least . for 

the present . And yet , Sweetheart , I ~m terribly concerned about 

you . Doris dearest , tell me , do you think you are wOl'kinR too 

hard? You mow , we must be sensible about how Vie use the fine 

bodies the Lord has given us . We like to be so busy doing t h ings 

that we be gin to think the Lord can ' t get alon without us . But , 



No . 18 - 3 . 

Sweetheart J if .... /e wear cursel ves out , how can \/9 be used in the field 

for \'lhic:1 the J-Jord is prepal'ing us? My first duty is to prepare 

myself to be the very best missionary possible; your first duty 

is to prepare yourself to be the very best nurse possible . I know 

how you like to be busy in church ... lark and everything. But if you 

break doym in health, we nill be delayed for many months if not 

;¥:9Rrs from accomplishing the task the Lord has for us . And 1Jerhaps 

we will be forced to not go to enina. You lrnow , the mission boards 

are v e ry particular ab ut the individual ' s health . I knov! many 

p eop le \'lho have been refused entrance into a foreign field for that 

reason . Darling, I am wondering if you are not trying to do too 

much . I am very, very proud that my ~irl is so talented and so 

willinr: t o serve; but I Vlant her to save ~er strength so that she 

aOnd I can serve for lonr years together . Some time ago a Youth 

f or Christ representative for China (Bob Pierce) asked why we 

should remain in America where so much means so little when we could 

go to China "here so little means so much . I imagine the same is 

the circumstances in Sweden . You mentioned that one of "four 

patients has T. B. And there are many other deseases around the 

hospital . If you are in a weakened condition, you will catch these 

des eases too easily. And heire is something else: I feel that the 

Lord wants me in China . If He sees that you are iIacapable of ~oing, 

He may f ind it necessary to keep us apart . So , Honey, for the Lord , 

f or ~.rourself, for me, oh please take care of yourself • My heart 

",ent out t o you as I read t 01e letter . I am a man and am sunp osed 

to be t ough . :r have seen Men die and have even killed men . But 

I realize how hard it would be for Ple to care for someone lJho vras 

on t h e very brink of eternity . I would dread Raing into his room 

at nipht for fear of fl 1dlng h im dead . And the fact that I have 
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lmm'm the person would add to the difficulty . So, I can understand 

just a little of how you feel . As I l~ead your letter to me, I could 

not help but lay the letter aside and lift my eyes to the great 

Comforter , asking Him to p,ive you the needed courage and strength. 

I felt stranvely touched by the needs of your patients . My prayer 

was that His will mlght" be done concerning them and that they might 

find Him before leaving this life . Sweetheart , you can't imagine 

11.0W I covet your position , being able to deal with men before they 

slip away . Its Idnd of lik e p: iving t h em a life-preserver as their 

ship is sinkinG _ It ViaS as I leal~ned of' your interest in th..: souls 

0.1."' dying men that I could not restrain the tears . Dearest, I love 

you for everything you are, but I love you most for your devotion 

to our Lord . I want to know all you difficulties . Share them 

with me . I want to bear both y our patients and you , my dear, before 

the Throne of Grace . Let ' s bear one another's difficulties up in 

prayer . If you cannot tell your troubles to me and I to you, who 

in all the world are we to go to? 

Mom received a letter from your I\!other yesterday . I guess 

things are pretty bad in Shantung . I admire the devotion and faith

fulness they have to their task and to therr God . I like your parents 

veI'y much , Doris . \111en they were in Chicago, they gave me a picture 

of themselves . Ever since then I have had this picture on my desk 

at ;lome . 

Yes, S"eetheaI't , I ' m crazy too, cI'azy about you . I hope that 

we won't have to wait too long for that cottage and to see abOLlt 

that bed situation, don ' t you? The way I talk, I should have my 

mouth uashed out vdth soap . But then, He both kno\"l what marriage 

consists of , we no longer are children; so why not talk plainly 
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and frankly . What do you think? Many people of the last generation 

think the facts of life should be concealed . But God would expect 

nothing from us tho t Is not honorable . Yes , our tongues (and type 

writers) must remain clean j but there is nothin unclean in honesty 

and f'rruruo19ss . Do you think I am right? 

Hey, I think you are pullin a f ast one on me . First of all 

W9 agreed to have t\'l l ns . That was wonderful . But I \/B.nted tl'Tin 

boys . So you suggested that it should be a boy and a girl . I 

said that it would be O. K. (as if I CQuid say) . liow you are taking 

advantage of me; you are saying that we should have twin girls . 

Now , listen here Mrs . Holmquist , do you think that i s fair? Gee 

wizz , I ' ll have en ough trouble handling a wife , without hav i ng 

a set of twins. Without &nattIer man i n the family , how coul d I 

ever hold my ovm? You just had better be careful or I ' l l demand 

tVlin boys . How would you like that? Seriously tho ' Hon ', I' m 

hapPY that there is such a good chance for our having two YOllnF'sters 

a t once . I love children and to have one would be \'fOndel~ful , but 

t o have two would be Il vronderfuller . 1I Just this morninl2: I \"las 

noticing some swe l l kids rwminp: about and thouyht of you and what 

the Lord mi p;h t s ome day give us . My Dad had twin brothers, but I 

guess that won ' t h e lp us a ny , VTould it? With twins , Hon, we ' d be 

'the pride of the relation , both sides . And there Vlould be a 

pretty proud Mama and Papa too, wouldn ' t there? 

No , don ' t hope for me to come during the conference . My plans 

now are for C:b..ristmas . In fact, since I can ' t ..get to you this 

SWR~e r , I h ave de cided t o go t o school and get a few more subjects 

out of t h e v/ay . ',ut I ' ll keep tryln" to boolc passage , for I want 

to see you more t han I want anything else in the world . 
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Formerly, SVlsetheart, I thought it necessary to rest this 

summer . How I feel able t o attend summer sch ool. Why do you 

suppose I am now able to go to school? There is only one reason , 

Darlln . I am able to do what I am doing becaus e of your love and 

interest in me . I ' l l try to exp lain what I mean . Armmd Christmas 

time I was discouraged because I was not gettinp; quite the marks 

I wanted . The marks were not too bad, but I felt that I had more 

ability thail my reports sho\1ed . Consciously I wanted to do my very 

best for the Lord ; but subc onsciously I was ready to quit . I Vlould 

sit down ' to my lessons and want t o do t hem but s omethi nv inside of 

me :would make. me t hrO\l t h e book s aside . Finally, in desp eration, 

I went to my f riend Dr . rlarquart, the h ead of t h e p sychology 

department and the school psychiachrist . I told him my difficulty 

and asked him the solution. I asked , "Am I stupid or am I lazy? " 

He gave me a series of tests and came across some in eresting results . 

He told me that my difficulty was neither due to intellectual reasons 

n or due to lazyne ss . Rather I was a pessimest and a fatalist , life 

had no value nor pur!,os e for me . He found that in the military I 

had seen so much suf'fering and sorrow, and so much excitment, that 

the daily life of colle~e was too uneventful . He told me that the 

best wav to overs orne my fatalisti c outlook was to acquire some 

outside interest . something to live for and to work for . This 

could be church work or it could be somethin~ else . I had a Sunday 

School class , but that was t oo simply for me and offered no challenR; e . 

He said that he would rate me iniintelli~ence as superioc (sounds 

like a snow job) and that I would have to have something t hat would 

comp letely fascinate me . As you know, I saw the heed for orRanizin~ 

a church and knew that I could do it . Such Vlould completely 
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captivate me . But there was only one difficulty with this . At 

rlheaton it is practically impossible to retain a average level of 

\'fork and have a church besides . Some schools are sufficiently easy 

to permit t he students to carry churches . But Whea ton doesn ' t 

recommen t it . S o, i n ord er, to or~8J1 1ze a church, I was willing to 

carry l e ss SUbje ct s . This Vlould ,mean that it Vlould take a little 

l on R:er to ~raduate . Now , I r e alize tl;lat I can serve the Lord l;l efore 

f inish inp; college; but if the Lord has some s pecific task f or me , 

it would be benefitial to complete collere as soon as p ossible . Yet , 

I need ed s omething to cap ture my interest so that l:tfa would have 

puru os e . I tried go i ng out on dates often; but found that the ~ lr l s 

were not suitable . None of t h e g irls ever sui ted me completely . 

Then, Sweetheart, we started to correspond agEl-in . All of a sudden 

everythino; seemed to live again . lione of the girl s around here 

captured my admiration because I always compared them with you; and 

of course no one can came up to t h e standard of the one I had long 

l oved . You alone cautured my i n tere st, l ove , and adm~ration . I 

was still in love with y ou and did not kn ow it . Vlith out y ou I 

would have been a failure, be caus e I jus t did n ot care anymore . 

"gut now I have somethinp; - some one - t o strive f or . So , mv little 

blonde, do you see h ow importan t i t is 'for me t o love you and be 

loved by y ou? If I suc ceed in l i f e, you will be a ver'f real part 

of my success . Though we are mile s a part, I'll live for the 

day when we can b e in each othe r ' s a rms . Sweetheart, you are the 

most important t hing I h ave in life ; i n fact , y 'u are ray reas on for 

l i ving . 

Say , in the conference at your church, see if y ou can find any

one f rom Chicago? Maybe by chance they "rill know me . I I m a member 

of the Enp;le wood Stledish Bap tist Clmrch {now called Emerald · Avenue 
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Baptist) . I know quite a few people in Ch icago . You might mention 

that we were in China 'with Sten Lindberg . I have written a few 

articles in the lIStandarc1 lr about Sten e There is a p" irl t ha t I 

know .ho is t o be there . Her name is Sanja Hedltmd . Will vou 

see i f' v nll rlP1 f ind h er :tf vall have time? 

Sweetheart, how I wish I CQuld be with YOu ; boy whA t I wouldn ' t 

l •• • .. .... ·· , I t I I I , I I T' , I I I I I , I I I I I , 1 I I I I I , I I I I I , 1 I I I I .............................. ...... .. ..... 
An d r emember, Darlinp; , this day and every dav ! keep look ing 

up . If \'Ie ever are brought topether, it will be a miracle ; but our 

(}od delights i n t h inps t h oupht i mposs i b le . 

All I am to the one I l ove , 

9.-------t- S: I , 




