
Wheaton College 

Wheatom, Illinois 

Hy dear M. K ., 

I ' ll bet 18ve got you on t hat ona . Do you know what oM . K." 

means,? It's almost the sarne as lip . K. II A 11M. K . II i s a r.1'issionarjn! s 

Kid and a lip . K . II is a ?reache r ' s Kid . Well , enouph of that. 

This"letter really is going to be brief (for a change) . I 

started a:'1.ot11.er letter to you tonight, but will be unable to finish 

it . fut I want you to rePi911ber that I a..:i constantly thinkinr; of 

you and I aM deeply, deeply i n love with you . Another thing, if I 

fail to send some kind of a letter, Ifn afraid 1 111 receive none . 

On Thursday I finish my exams and then 1 111 have a nice lon~ 

letter for you . Alri~ht? 

Hom received a letter from your mother ~""esterda.y . \'/e were 

surpr~.ser1 to hear thinc;s to be as bad as they are . But we do know 

that the Lord has a plan and He knows the solution of every problem. 

So that I mi(")lt study , 1 111 have to s a ''''' , I1Good niC'ht , my 10<D"e . "! 

Your loving husband , 

"'/3~ 
...:P 
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JUne 1 6, 1948 

Darlin , 

Guess what? Your letter just arrived . I have been Vlaitlnp 

for it so that I CQuld complete this letter to you. All Y/eek I 

have been watchins the mail- box. I didn't real ize h ow obvious my 

hopes were until Elaine started kidding me . When I blushed I gues s 

I gave it all away . Oh well, I love you and t hey must realize it 

by now anyway _ 

I' m glad you wrote, but 11m sorry your letter was so brie f . 

I ' ll forgive you if you don ' t let it happen again . We had a 

Conference in our Church some years ago , and I can remember hm'! busy 

I was then. So , be s ure to have a good time and behave yourself (if 

y ou canl ) • 
• 

Yes, Sweetheart , I need y ou too . Your letters are important , 

but t h ey are not enouph. One of these days when I 0 for my mail, 

I hon e that you will be there and I can pull you out of my box . 

Do you think you can fit into it? 

You know , Sweetheart, I often have tried to decide why I am so 

attracted to you. I am sure that there are many reasons, as there 

should be . When a fellow looks at a girl for t he first time, the 

attraction is physical . This is natural . But a physical attraction 

is not sufficient grounds for matrimony . Never- the- Iess, many young 

people marry with no stronger bonds than just that . That is when 

infatuation is mistaken for love . Such infatuation fu§ten 'C ereems 

very real j but with time it dissolves and disappears . Yes, Darling, 

you are very pretty and for me you have a ~ery definite physical 

attraction. But, Sweetheart, I believe our love poes far deeper 

t lum just that . I have learned to admire you and to love you for 
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the swell girl that you are . I n other words, when the years roll 

by and you are not as pretty as you are now, I can and will still 

love you with all my heart, for I have learned to adore the little 

Dodo that is under that beautiful f orm . Understand? I believe I 

love ,you, and if I love you I want to marry you. But love alone Is 

insufficient basis for marriage . True , love is absolutely necessary 

for a happy ~arriage; but a marriage based on love alone seldom can 

be successful . Love , of course , Is the emotional aspect . The 

basis for a successful marriage must not only be emotional , but 

intellectual. I ' ll try to explain what I mean. Suppose you love 

someone, yet that person has a disease t l~' t will soon take his 

life and that you might catch; everyone knov/s t hat it would not be 

g ood sense to marry that person .. Or perhaps the person you love 

is not a Oh ristian ,; the Ylord of God forbids you to marry ' fiim . Or 

again , supp ose the Lord calls you to the mission field, and t he man 

you love refuses to go; would you turn your back on the Lord's 

leading for the sake of love? The Lord may even have allowed you 

to fall for such a person to test your faithfulness for Himself . 

You see , Honey , \'1 e need more than love for marriage . Love is necessary , 

but so i s t he intellectual side - marriage must be sensible as welL 

Then there is the other "9xtreme . Some foolish persons marry 

for t h e intellectual side alone . As with the other extreme , s u ch 

a union se ldom can be a success . For example , you realize that 

you can play the piano rather well , so you choose a fellow who can 

sing , not necessarily because you love him, but you know you will 

make a good team. Perhap s he is a F,ood s peaker and can play a h orn 

as well . It looks like a good deal for you . So you imagine that 

you love him, though down deep in your heart t h ere is another . 

Many preachers marry for this reason . For the~r church they need 
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e pianist; so they marry one (cheaper that way) . Marriage must be 

for more than just practical reasons . It must be based on both 

conunon sense MID love . 

Concerning this matter, it is marvelous how t h e Lord has 

directed our lives , My Darling . We tru'1:¥~are made for each oth.er . 

Personally , I know of no better match . Our marriage VillI be both 

emotional and practical - based on both common sense and love . 

We are very much alike and according to what I have been studying 

in psvcholoRY, this Is esentlal for a close friendship . We have 

similar likes and dislikes . Some claim that we even look alike . 

\'Ie are beta Christians and both have p'lven our lives to the Lord . 

The Lord Sgems to be leadlnr, both of us to China . You can play the 

piano and sing and I have been taking vocal and cornet lessons . 

Though you were raised in China, and I in the United States, we 

have similar backp' Q!;.Wlds : both Swedish Baptist, from Christian homes, 

etc . \/e both would like to have a family, both love children. And 

most important of all , we both have a l'uil'lp-er to win men and women 

to a savinp, knowledge of the Lord Jesus . This, Doris, is the praet~cal 

side of our r omance . I believe the Lord him.self has taken care of 

emotional side . You claim to love me and I am sure I love you . Vie 

already have dedicated our lives and home to the Lord . He i s the 

head of our house . Tell me , how can such a union help but be a 

success ? I am lead to believe that since I was born twenty- rive 

years ago and since you were born t\'lentv vears ago, the Lord has 

in 'lis ovm way been moldinp: our lives, shappinp' them so that they 

w uld eventually f t to~ether. Sweetheart, does it not seem t hat 

we are destined to become one, Just God and you and me . 

There are at least two reasons why one ou~ht to marry . The 

prirTJary reason, I believe, is for fellowshiD - mutual assistance . 

I need your heIr- and encourapement and love . Individually we carmot 
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serve the Lord as well as we can t opeth er . If I am to be a success 

i n life, it will be b e cau se of your love for me . If you are to be 

a success in life, i t will be because of my love f o r you . A lJ erson 

only can do his best when he i s contented and hapny . And who wants 

to see a down- h earted Chri stian? The world would say , !' I f that is 

Christianity, I don ' t want it . lt Because we are made to be man and 

wife, we can never be satisfied otherwise . That's just the way God 

has p lanned thines . That's true f()r us too . \'} e are in love and 

cannot be content until "19 are tOP'sth er . Yes, there are t h ose women 

on the mission field who never marry . I admire t '"l smj I know t h ey 

~1ave suffered poreat heart - ache . I am sure t hat if enouf h men were 

willinr; to ~ive t h emselves t o missionary service, the Lord would 

want most all t h em to marry . I admire t hem for turning a~ainst love 

to do the will of God . But how much better they could have served 

if they had the assistance and encouraRement of a mate . Yes, primarily 

marriage i s for fellowship - for mutual assistance . 

The othSD reason for marriage is t.o satisfy the God- Riven, 

natural desires . In fact, God has placed so much importance on 

intercourse that He has made the sex- drive perhaps the strongest 

of a p~rs on~§ de21res . Sexual intercourse is an honorable and 

necessary T)Rrt of married life . It is not to be shunned, but taken 

part in whole-heartedly. It is as natural as breathin~ . And furt~er , 

it i s ordained of God (see Hebrews 13:4) . Not only is intercourse 

necessary for reproduction, but it is necessary for brin~in~ the 

husband and wife i nto the very closest possible relationship , b inding 

them body and soul to~ether . But, as i mportant as sex is, it is 

sometimes over- stressed. Many are attracted to t h ose of t he oppostl te 

sex for physical reasons and marry because of lust . r do not believe 

this is pl easmng to the Lord . As for myself, Sweetheart, I want you 

to mow that I am drawn t o · 'YJG>U ~rystC'aJ!.l'Y (as you are drawn to me 
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physically) . This 1 s only natural . Yet , p r imarily I want to marry 

you not because you are a girl alone , but becaus e you are a certain 

Doris Rinell, the one I love . In other ¥fords, I donI t want to 

marry 'VOll p rimarily to satisfy the desires of t h e flesh, but because 

the Lord has placed a deep love in my heart f or y ou . The sexual 

part of our marriage, thouph very important, will be only secondary . 

The basic thing is our fellowship - not t he love of our bodies only , 

but t h e lays of our whole selves . 

Sweetheart, be sure to answer me , do you think I have s poken 

too freely on this all important subject? We are admittedly i n love 

and I think \'f9 need to have an understanding on such all- important , 

i s sues, don 't you ? And Vie are not children , but adults . Many 

people are afraid to speak on this subject . I t h ink t hat is foolish . 

It is a nart of us, God- p' iven and as nece s sary as eating . T-:e Bible 

is not quiet on sex, but deals with it plainly and op enly; so why 

shouldn't ),fe? I definitely don't believe in makin r: fun of sex or 

tellin~ filthy stories about it; but to ~ou, my wife, su rly I can 

t/!lk freely . 

Yes, Sweetheart , Hom and Dad do need me. But if I b elieve i t 

is t he Lord's will for me to go to Sweden, T'll go. However, I 

don't believe I should transfe r schools t~is year; perh aps next. 

Eventually the folks will have to get along without me. I have two 

brothers in the city and they will have to help when I go. True, 

t h ey have families; but so vlill I have. a family (or so will we). 

\/e11, I must get busy; there is much for me to do tonight . 

Remember, Darling, I ' l l be thinking of you always. Remember to 

keep a\1ay from those dumb Suedes. You're tdll'lE and mine ALOnE. 

I was just thinki ng , how well do you remel"1ber Chinese? Just as 

soon as we are married , you \7111 have to start givinp' me lessons . 

If I have to depend on the Chinese language to make lovs , I ' ll 
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be sure to learn fast ll! 111 And if I am to knOi: the lanp;uage before 

returning to China , I l 11 have to start taking lessons very soon (YOU 

KF01,i \i1t4T I MEAN! ) . About all I can say now is lIDing_11OwH and 

II Boo- h ow . 11 When I see your picture , I say , UDing- h on l !l Remember , 

Sweet , I love you . 

Your loving husband, 




