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My darling Sweetheart , 

11342 S. Church street 

Chicago 43 , Illinois 

August 20 , 1948 

It is a beautiful evening tonight, Darling . I am sitting by 

the dinning rooPl table with the window next to me vlide open , listen

i n g to t h e crickets chirpinr outside . My Darling , if only you were 

here, it woule'!. be a pel~fect evenine: . Tonight , as alvTays, my heart 

burns vTithin Ille .Lor my love for you . And you knOYl , I don't believe 

I ever could be happy and contented again vii thout you to love and 

without you to be loved by . Darlinf", y ou are 1110re than life to me . 

Not only do I love you , but I an very , very proud of you too . I 

am proud that you are such a fine Christian girl . Honest, I mean 

it , with my whole heart . 

A short time ago I wrote a letter that would pive you reason 

to believe that I no longer had faith in you . Actually, all alonq; 

I never stopped believing that you were the wonderful firl t~at you 

are . Yet , I had to ask certain questions and I had ~ood reasons to 

ask then . Tonif"ht I shall try to tell you the reasons I had f or 

askinr: them . But , first of all , let 1e tell vou a secret . Before 

I received !!that" letter , I had already written in outline form 

exactly what I am q;oing to say in the followinrr lines . In other 

words, I was so sure of ~etting t he right answer that even before 

;receivinp; your answer. I knew what I VIaS going to say in this letter . 

So you see, never once did I l oose faith in my little f"irl . And 

because I did v/ri te you those questions, I have learned what a s tronp; 

character you have and I love you all t he more for it . 
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As I mentioned before , I believe I had good reasons for askin~ 

those very uersonal questions of the pirl I want to marry . Darling, 

if I did not love you, I nevel ~ould have dared to ask such things . 

The very fact that I was interested in knowine about t}~ose thin~s 

is good evidence that I am very , very fond of a certain pretty little 

blonde . In fact, Sweetheart, I can remember no time when I wasn't 

very, very foncl of you . Do "<rou remember when we first met? I believe 

it was ~Tour aunt that first introduced me to your father and to you . 
&. '" tro d IA (.. Q d t" 0 

1fnen I was " you, I had the funniest feelinr~ inside of me . This never 

happened to me before . Even vlhen I first started to ~o out with 

Jeanne, I used to {!et very bored .. But when I met you, you little 

dope, my heart started jU111Dincr allover the place . Then your father 

asked me if I could talk Swedish . Althou,h he asked in Swedish, I 

answered, "not very much" in Enrrlish . Then I can remember when I 

asked you to p;ive a testilTl.ony at our first meeting . Boy , was I ever 

nervous 1 You said somethinp like this, " ,/ell, I don't want to, but 

for you I ' ll do it . " And then did my heart ever take a leap - V'low l 

It all seemed so stranp-e that I s~ould come all the \"lay across the 

world to meet you . And somethin~ seemed to tell me ripht away that 

you vlere the one for me . And I s uess I told you that . But all the 

time I ViaS vlonderinr many t ;~infs about you . I was wonderinr: hoV! much 

you knew about hmv to act with men . 

I realized that you had been born and raised in Jorth China 

and I realized that little Doris would not have had as much chance to 

~ o out on dates as some of us wolves . I knew that you would want 

to do only what was right . But I 'was afraid that you would not ha.ve 

knovm exactly what ViaS rir-ht . This fact is no discredit to you: 

we learn how to act only by being with others . I figured that you 

only could have had few dates before the IJarines landed , if any da.tes 
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at all . Then all of a sudden there are several thousand American 

troops in Tsin~tao and little Doris can have a date with almost 

anyone of them . .ith sonethinp; like that happeninn:, anyone \lould 

get confused . And I was afraid that you had pot ten too confused . 

But tl:Bortunatelyll for Doris, a certain Chan1ain Sherley became 

interested in her . Maybe many people trusted Chaplain Sherley, 

Sweetheart, but Bernie Holmquist knew him too well . I wasn ' t too 

sure how f;ood his intentions were . But what could I do; he was a 

chaplain and I only was a private first class . It was not only 

Chaplain Sherley that worried me, but also all the other service nen 

that dated me . I was plenty jealous and also I was fearful for you . 

I knerr what kind of men were in the services . Darling . do you realize 

that bf all th.e men I knew, .:there was only one or two (except the 

Christian fellows) who did not have intercourse while in China . Hany 

of them committed this sin over and over again - usually with professionE 

Chinese ir1s . ''lJhen I realized the situation, my heart burned within 

me for the fel10'llls . I am sure most of them would not have done it 

if they didn't see others doine- it . But they too Vlere confused and 

thou~ht such t h ings were only the proper things to do. I knew, 

Darling, th!J t most of the fellows went out with you for only one 

reason - to force you to do this too . The men needed help and the 

chaplains were not helping them . ,Jhen they needed bread , the chaplains 

were givine; them stones . That is the reason I started Y. F . C. I 

knew the Vford of God was the only thing to help the terrible con-

ditions amonr the service men in Tsingtao . What I was not sure of 

vvas rvhe ther or not one of the service men had even induced you . 

And then knov/inp; Herman, I realized that even he might try to do 

thinp-s that he shouldn't . Herman neve!!? would ask you to lay with 

him unless his passions were aroused . But I was afraid that he would 
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do things to you that in turn would arouse his passions and then 

mirht make the slin . So you see , Sweetheart , I really had "' ood reason 

to ask you those questions . 

But I had another reason for asking you those questions . Do 

you remember when I was askinv you about how you felt about the use 

of artificial meallS of preventing conception? In answering me , you 

made a peculiar remark . You said somethinp like this: IIOf course I 

believe in using artificial means ; otherwise anyone could have a 

baby even before retting married . " Then you said, "Or, what do you 

think?" To me yo sta:tements meant one of two thinp;s : either you 

believed in intercourse before getting married, or you were just 

trying to discover how I felt about the question of intercourse before 

marriage . How, if you approved of intercourse before marriage , I was 

sure that you already have had intercourse and that you were having 

it right alonp . Then you also mentioned about your doctor comine to 

your room often and stayinr-; awhile . I didn't have any reason for 

doubtin~ the doctor , but it all seemed to aat up to Dodo being a 

bad little rirl . Yet I could not believe such a thing; but I just 

had to make sure . If I hadn't of written you that letter, Dar ling, 

t ~le question still would have been in my mind . now I know that you 

are entirely honorable and I love you for it . And now we can write 

plainly anything He wish and we vlill not doubt each other at all . 

I suppose you have been V'londerinr: why I said some of the thinrs 

in my letters that I have . I shall tell you . In reality I had two 

reasons in mind for writing as I did . First of all I too was tryin~ 

to make you talk about personal things so I could discover how far 

'T OU had gone . If I was personal, I vias sure you would be . Then the 

second reason was that I believe a couple in love can and should and 

must be ver- r personal in speaking to each other . Because we were so 
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far apart, we had to write what ViaS on our hearts . In beinp' personal, 

Darlinp, Y/e need to keep our minds and vlOrds clean. It is very 

difficult to know ,just VI len to stop . As far as I can see, as yet 

we have not gone too far in our speech . rrhat do you think? 

I suppose you wonder what I would have done if your answer had 
1\ /I 

been yes concernin" intercourse . As a matter of fact, I don't know 

what I would have done . Before going into the service, if my pirl 

had said'llyes l1 to such a question, I Vlould have dropped her faster 

than a hot potato . Now I am a little broader and a little more 

considera te . I realize that a fellovi or rirl can make mistakes and 

still be fine persons . As you know I have a teacher at 3Clo01 who 

is a personal friend of mine . He is a psychiatrist and a fi e 

Clristian man . IIlost Drobably I would have gone to him with my 

Jroblem and asked lim for advice . But even if he did advise me to 

continue fYoing with you, eventually I am sure I would have become 

discusted and v/ould have found another girl. You see, Sweetheart, 

I want it to he the first time for both me and my \life . I knoVl you 

understand . And somehow I can't stand to think of MY wife havine: 

offered her body to the lustful pleasures of men. I know you l..mder-

stand , DarlinC' . 

You can ' t J.mow flO\{ ha py I was to see that your answer ViaS Ilno. II 

In fact, I almost \iRS afraid to read vour letter. And then when you 

began the letter, you started b~ saying that vou didn't }Ql0W hoVl you 

rfere going to say what was necessary to say . BOY, my heart almost 

jumped into my mouth . Then \"/hen you said, Ilno ,11 I nearly lea":>ed for 

joy . !Tow, \Thy do you suppose I should feel that. way . Do you suppose 

I could he in love ? :Tes, SVlCetheart, I am in love - cleeplJ; in love. 

~1\Ieetheart, we will have to be strong and careful when we 

are broufht together, won't we . The flesh is so weak . Of course I 
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will want to hold you in my arms and I will want to press your lips 

close to my own . But I must rruard against letting my thouf,hts aYld 

my hands wandering to places Wlere they don't belonp- vET. Surely 

we will be able to vlai t for a short time mtil the~e will be nothinp 

to hold us back . Al1~ight? And Vie must keep out nalcedness concea.led 

until after narriar;e too . I don't nind your seeine: me in ny shorts 

or something like t:lat , and I shall enjoy seeing you in :our[J &~. 

That won ' t be any Vlorse than a bathinr suit . But that is as far as 

we shall go . Is that alrip:ht vii th you? 

Darling , I ' m so glad I asked those questions and I am still more 

glad that you p'ave the right answer . And because of my questions, 

I feel tlat I have been drawn much closer to you . 011, how I do love 

you, Darling . 

Yes , Darl:tnr; , there is a slight ehance of our twins havin~ curlie 

lair . Elaine , I believe, has hair that is slightly curlie . I!aybe 

wi th you and even with me , the tv/ins can have curls , huh? 

I received a very welcome letter as I returned from Wheaton 

toda~r . I '"laS [,"oin, to answer it also tonight . But it is better 

tlat I write no more on tlis letter . I am sure that you will 'want to 

burn at least a 'Jart of it . I still llave your letter number 52; but 

I shall burn it right noVi . Alrivht? Vou just wait a minute, you little 

done . There , Sweetheart , I just took it down the basement and burned 

it all up . lTow you don't have to have the slightest worry . But what 

if I should tell . Mavbe I should hold you for black mail - Make you 

pay me to keep quiet . 3ut maybe if I did that, you would burn me 

too . You know what they say, "Many girls don't have husbanas and 

other p'irls have husbands to burn . " About burning letters, what do 

you say that we real! over all our love letters on our honey-moon 

and burn the ones we won ' t "-lant ot lers to see? And then too, when we 


