
Ho . 70 . 

My darlinr; little f)weetheart , 

11342 Church Street 

Chica~o 43 , Illinois 

Seutember 1, 1948 

Doris darling, this is one of the most important letters I ever 

have uritten and I want you to read it real carefully . I want you 

to know tlat before decidinr to write this letter, I have thou~ht 

much about and prayed much about what I am about to sa;T . In fact, 

you probably would have heard frorrl 1'1e a cou ")le of 'weeks ago concerninrr 

this matter, excent I decided that I needed more time to think it 

allover and ilio be mora sure af myself . And before -rou answer this 

letter , I want you to think about it and pray ab011t it too . I am 

sure it will help for you to taU:: it over with Roy . 

Sweetheart, I believe we both are sure that it is t"le Lord ' s 

will for us to become -.nn and wife . It seems that the Lord, himself, 

has placed real love in our hearts for each other . And also it seems 

that over the years He has molded our nersonalities and made us very 

much alike - "made to be just one . " Our likes and dislikes are 

almost identical and even our tl1inkinr; is very much alike . But most 

important, we both are Christians, seekinr- above all to do the will 

of our God . The Lord also has rriven us both a e;reat interest in 

forein;n missions and stranrely He has shown us both the preat need 

in China . Tlave you ever thoupht of the importance of our union as 

far as the mission "''lork in China is concerned? Right now in North 

China there are two very important missions servinfo the Lord side 

by side: t 1e S\ledish Baptist and the American-SwedIsh Baptist miss ion. o 

Your Grandfather started the Swedish mission and he was well-knovm 

among the Swedish Baptists . My Grandfather assisted in the orran-
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ization of several American- Swedish 5antist Churches in and arou~d 

ChicaGo and also was well kno\'m , but amonr the American-Svledish 

i3a)tist . Althours:h he has been dead for a number of years , Many still 

tell me about vfhat a fine nan he \"las . And even I am gettinr- to be 

known a little amone; the Swedish Ba )tist in this countr;T . Just think 

of the im ortance of the union bet\leen the daughter of the Swedish 

Baptist of SVleden and the son of the $wedish Baptist in Ameri ca . On 

the mission field there are few things of ~reater im ortance than 

cooperation between missions . And , Darling , what would brinr about 

rnore cooperation than our marriage? 

Have you ever thought how marvelouw it is that the Lord is leadinrT 

us both to China? Here, not only are we deeply in love , but we both 

are interested in mission work in China . I love the Chinese peonle 

and want nothing more than to return to China as a missionary . :even 

lon~ before Gain"" to China myself , I was keenly interested in the 

Chinese . I can remember hovl often I would go out of my way to assist 

a Chine se person that I vlould meet . Jus t the other da,r I was -;oing 

throu~rl some old high school papers and caMe across the name of a 

Chinese friend I had in high school . . 11ile I still was in hiph sohoilil 

he returned to China and I kind of forn-ot about him . Then just the 

other day I remembered what close friends we were . -Ie 'was the only 

Chinese in the school and rather lonely . One day I vlant up to 'Lin 

and introduced myself . Until he left the States we \Jere friends . 

If I remember correctly, I believe I even at that early age expressea 

1l,T desire of beeoming ~ ·missionar- to China . I guess that is the 

reason for his kind of liking me . 

Darlinp, I am sU1'e that I could find a nice Christian f"i;L~l 'W~lO 

\lould be vlilling to ['0 \lit _ ne to China . Bu t I don't want ny Vi' fe 

to ro to C" -l.na only because I feel Iparl to go; but I want a wife 
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who 'lerself feels the need of mission fork there and herself feels 

the call of the Lord to China . . .arvelously, Darlinp-, in you not only 

have I found a girl who wants to ~o to China, but in you I have found 

a girl that I LOVE VERY DEJ:;-:PLY . "nlen I consider how r.;ood the Lord 

is to me and to you in btinr;inc; us torether, I cannot 'lelp but raise 

my head in thanksgiving . What a \Ionderful Lord 'iife 'have 1 

And it is the same 'iIi th you . I kno": there are all 1 inds of 

fine fellows you could e;et . Eu t ~10W many wouln be vvillin ~ to return 

'Ii th you to China? TAaybe you mi~ht find one who \wuld be willi r: 

to go with you; but would he be interested in the Chinese peo le and 

'Would he be oinr because he \'las lead of the Lorel? Or per'laps you 

could po alone . Eu t that 'would be a tremendous sacril'ice . T ere are 

l1any men on the mission field, lostl arried; but t ere are any ore 

ti,1eQ as I'mny 'Wonen , most of who ha.ve to remailtl. s;i;t.J.o;l13, " . Truly the 

Lord is \londerful to us ; tn.uly He has brouvht us to et'ler; and truly 

He Hi ll Iflad us into the field of service ~Ie has planne 1 for us . r raise 

. is -{ol y llal11e 1 

Yes , Sweetheart , '\'Te are alike inersonality and alilre in intere'l'lts . 

But we are al1ke in many o.fher ways . Our back -rounds are very siMilar . 

Both of us were brou0'1.t UJ 1n deeply sJiritual Cnristian homes . Our 

parents and we :just thj.nk ~like . All my life I have assoclated with 

few peo..-,le besides 1..)\[ec10s . In ot er \Torels, Darlinc- , I can understand 

,rour customs and actions better than the avera ~e American . Your customs 

and ways are my cUst01S and ways . niis fact is nore im' orta ,t than 

most people think . As R. Swede, :r do 01, consider myself better than 
t)f 

anyone else; but I just have li ... tle in CO"1l on " i th r)eople ~h other 

nationalities . And most im'ortant 0' all , I could not be ha y with 

aJ'.','1ife VillO is of a r-rea tly different na ti onali ty than mine . Perhaps 

in Sweden 1)eorle don ' t realize tlis fact . But here in America . where 
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there are so many different peo )les , \ e see the im ,'I ortance of marrtinh 

so "'eon e ' Ii th a similar ancestory . .1'he ( ifferent races in A~:lerica 

eveiltually mu")t be Melted into one; but t' le process must be very, 

very slovl . So it is, Darlinp, that to be most hap)y in mrriare, I 

must l1arry a (1' irl of Scandinavian backgr01.md; and eaually for you to 

be most happy in marriage, you must marry another Swede . Ah, and here 

I am, ready and vlillins and wanting to cooperate . 

Sometime ago you mentioned that we must not only '1ray for the 

Lord's will , but we must do somethinp about bringine; His will to pass. 

I believe that in the past , Darling, we have done all in our porrer 

to brin!" His will to l)ass . I prayed that if it should he TUS Vlill 

for us to become man and wife , He should rive me the power to love 

you more than I ever lave loved any other girl, and that He should 

pi ve you the pOTI'er to love Me 'nore t 'an you ever have loved any 

ot ler fellon . And , stranr-el"lr , though we 11ave not seen each other 

f or two y ears , \Ie have become to love each other more t lan we ever 

.i.la ve loved anvo le • 
" 

Ie did do somethin' about our love affair: we 

started to write many , many letters . And even my two or three letters 

a wee)5. were not enough, so you demanded that I write more often . So 

I staI'ted writing avery day . Then we decided that before we could 

detei"mine v1het ler we should marry or not , we woule' have to meet once 

more . Darling, we know that if it is the Lord's will for us to marry, 

He will brine; us together . In the 3ible we read , II •• • .Ask , and ye 

shall receive t'rJ.at your joy T'lay be full . 1I Truly our joy will be full 

when Vie are br01.l.~ht torether . And Vie did somethinp; about bei11(" brou[!'ht 

tos:;ether . I wrote to a number of shippinr.; lines and even went to see 

the Swedish COUJlcil . But wherever I Vlent , I receive cl al negative 

ansuer . I was willing to talee the '.r 101e sum.l"1er off froPl school so as 

to see you , DarliYlp; , I even \las willinn- to ta e additional tL1e off 

before mnd after my Christmas vacatlon if only I could see YOll . 
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Yet , every \lay I turned it seemed that it was not the Lord ' s will fior 

me to (';0 to Sweden . At first I c ould not understand why Te should 

not want Me to take this trip . But then I started thinking that it 

probably is the Lord ' s will for me to finish school at a certain date . 

And if I took the time off for the trip to Sweden, I Vlould not finish 

school when He wants me to . Darling, listen, maybe its the Lord's 

vfill for us to'meet even thout:;n I don't go to Sweden . All the time 

I kept receivinv irhose negative ans':18rs, I was so sure that the Lord 

would nave us toe;etler as 1an and wife . I knew that the Lord expecited 

me to do all I could; and I did do all in my pO'.rer . But, Darling, 

there is somet linr: else ; the Lord also expects you to do all you can . 

And we both know that 'TOU have lot done all you can th,t we might be 

brought together . 

Sweetheart, I believe I know vrha t you should do . For so lone; 

you have been indecisive as to what to do . Hel~ is what I want you 

to do for me; so hold your breath. Because it is impossible for me 

to get to Sweden, I want you to dome to America . Boy, that sounds 

like a lot , doesn't it? Yet , if you love me and want to become my 

wife, you must do just that . I don ' t \'Tant you to vo back into nurse's 

training; but I vvant you to COPle to America as soon as you can . After 

you get here and we are tOP'ether, we can decide whet1I=Jr \fe should 

be COl:le Plan and wife (and I am sure of "\ hat our decision will be . ) • 

Darling , I YilO\! ~-ou ar afraid and are ot sure W"!a t to do . But this 

is not as bad as it sounds . Let ne explain it in another way: 

You are e;oing to go back to Stock 101m to get your clothes 

and things . Then you ' ll visit your friends at tle hos_-ital a'ld with 

a big smile on your face you l ll say , f1rruess what, I've decided to go 

to America . 1I Then the girls \Till tell you how lucky you are . But 

then they ' ll say somtthing else; it \rill be somethin[S liLe this , 

"Dodo, I'll bet you ' re [';oi'1[" to Anerica to 11arry Bernie . 1\ Then 
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you ' ll blush ana s ay that eventually you ho e you and Bernie will be 

married ; IIbut for now , 1I you ' ll say , "I ' ve n'ot another reason for 

going to Alllerica . II Then you will tell them tha t yOUl~ brother Roy 

-ill be leavinp' for the States in a few months and that you are goinp" 

on a:lead to prepare the \lay for him. You ' ll tell them hO\1 you need 

a rest after ~Tour Illness and that t is is a ""ood chance for such a 

J.est . Of course , you mention that you have many friends and relatives 

in the State s with whom you ' ll stt;l,y, (of course, you I 11 live vii th yOU1~ 

friends and not your r81atives - in other Vlords , you ' ll l i ve ,lith us) . 

I'll be in s chool , Sweetheart , and you can have my room . The folks 

will be tickled pink to have you . Darling , even if we never larry , 

there is not areason for you to stay In Sweden . If we decide not to 

marry , you can enter any number of hospitals in the states free of 

charc;e . If \Ie marry and you are nell , and wish to , you also can 

re - enter ..... . . 
vralrlln~ . rou need a rest now an}~ay and a couple of months 

off will not hurt you at all . I am sure that you can transfer your 

training time from ~weden to the states; so , Harling , you see lOW 

you loose notllin - and gain everyt'ling . And why should you )e In 

Sweden when Roy is in the States 'l And there is no need for you t 0 

wai t ·1.mtil Roy comes to the States . You NIUS'f C01.le right nO\[ ,'hen 

you can afford to take the time off from or.;: for a rest . 

Here is what I will do for you . I will ~ive you the money for 

passage to the States and transportation to wherever I am . If we 

don It ltlarry , you may pay me back the money whenever you are able. . If 

you feel you can never afford to _ay me back , that will be alri~ht to~ 

But I am sure that we ";/ILL marry uhan -.Ie meet . You may stay with 

'Ius folks l.ll1til we do yet married or lmtil you get another position 

as a nurse . 

Darli _ T, mybe I:-hi8 see:rJ.s Ii re a lot for you to do , but I don ' t 

t ink so . As I said, you have nothlnr-; to loose and all to gain . 
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I knm -?OU Hill like Ameri c a and I knm' everyone in America cannot 

heln but lila you . And best of all , \ffi shall be to~ether . 

Sweetheart , ullen ...... le are man and \vife, we'll have so Much fUm 

tor-ether . I don ' t believe aofello" an(l his riife s lould s tick around 

t 1e house and Il ac t married . " Hatler, I believe they should be 

Ilplay-mates . ll \le ' ll be outside much of the time, eatin"" in the .. parks , 

l·lavin· tennis , takinrr rides , and so many other th~.nr-s . And I believe 

a fellow and lis wife should be togetler always . I don't like to see 

a man r'o hi s way and the \life ler ' s . Ra ther , uha t they do, they 

should do together . Darlin·.. I want 'ou for not only mv \life , but 

for My '!pal . II Lillfe is 8erious; but that doe!ln ' temerul life is note to 

be enjoyed . Sweetheart , if you ' ll be my Hife , we ' ll serve t_e ~ord 

with all our mirht; but \ve are -oin,,!; to en~o:~ Christian Vlork, because 

it is the Lord ' s work and because we shallobe servinv im tor-ether . 

And every minute [e c an 8"are \Fe ' ll be out doin things tor-ether -

day and ni ht (wO\ ) . 

I kno·.i you ' ll want to write your ,arents about t lis and I \'lant 

you to . But before you write them, lease five me '-our ans\-er . 

Re.1ember, I want your answer before you write your arents . The 

reason 'for tld.s is t1J.at I want to write theI1 the same time you do 

end exnlain to them. .'ust where I struld and assure them that I still 

love ;rou . Darlinr , our three "",ords , "I LOVE YOU . " 

Sincerely , your 

c"}ng hUbb:e , 

)~ 

~ '----
Xx 


