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I y darlinr, little Sweettleart , 

You know , Honey, we must be a couple of dopes - you a little 

do e and ' I a big dope . ~e are all the time worryin~ that we don't 

love each other . Are all the people in love as crazy as we? First 

I don't get a letter ffrom you and I worry that you are out havine a 

good time with some other fellow and too busy to write . Then I c;et 

~ad and refuse to write you . 

that I no longer love you . 

Then you don't hear from me and worry 

_And all the time both of us are 'deeply 

in love and lonrrin - to hear fro 1 each ot ler . :Jell, Darlin~, to show 

you that I do love , I ' m Eoing to try to make up for those letters 

I failed to sand. I alread~ mailed one today and here I am iNri ting 

another. Toni "ht I'll uri te anot/_er . How do you believe that I AM 

in love with little Dodo? 

.3\leetheart, I don ' t want you to worry about that oem I wro te . 

I understand hoy! you felt when you threw it away . I hate to say that 

I will for~ive you because I am not sure there is anythinr to be for

riven . But if it is forr;iveness you ,rant , you knmv t'1.at even before 

you asked for it, I had already forriven you . OVl can I do otherwise 

to the little rirl I love Yes , and I realize that you \lere very 

young in China . Already I was a man and you were still a kid . And 

besides, when a fellm/ sees as much combat as I saw, he is even older 

than his years . Out at sc'1.001 we have an ex-marine chaplaut:o. . :Jifferinl"'" 
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froTI most mari.ne cha lains, he is a fine 'lan of' God . lis name is 

Chaplain lillaI'd . He is a fine ~entlellan and a famous author . Any

way, Chaplain \lillard and I became good friends . Quite often we would 

talk over old times in the .1arine Corps . Then one day just a few months 

ago he put his hand on my shoulder and said , ~tlBernie , you l re looking 

fine; infact you seem to be gettin~ youne;er every day . II So, Barling , 

even I am gettinrr to be more of a kid each day . As time 'a,' se s and I 

am able to forget the Japs, I feel a whole lot better . Yet , Darling , 

I am sure that you were in love with Me in China . nut you were a 

child and did not knolll your own nind e You loved popularity and you 

disliked being tied down to one J1an . I was ready to settle dOVIn and 
\ 

ex)ccted you to do the same . :3ut as a chilr1, you ,,"mnted to have a r'ood 

ti le . Then H. came alon'" and you imar'in':j,d t 1 t you li ced him. :tUe;ht 
, t 

then I made a mistake . I tried \- ~ H. apart . I knew to kee>J -you an 

that I was deeply in love with you and was so sure you were 
~I+h 
.... 1" me . 

Just as sure as I was that the Lord lead ~e in youth for Christ work , 

so was I sure that we were to be one . Yet I was not willing to let 

you " rrow Up . " The more I tried to keep you and H. apart , the more 

you imagined you were in love \'lith him . They always say that a cow 

likes the grass on the other side of tw fense better . Now, Darling , 

I donlt mean to infer that you are a cow, trot you wlderstand . That ' s 

iust hov'l people are . ~lways they want what they donI t have . And kids 

are less stable t'lan older people as a rule . Darling, let TIP tell you 

somethinr;: if I had not real" zed t.1.a t you were a child all the time, 

I am sure I '.lould have not returned . Usually even if a 8irl refuses 

me one date (and with good reason) , I don't ask for another . That ' s 

.iust the way I am . Jeanne told me that she loved me , but I~Ot rne mad . 

She has been trying to get a date ever since . Something inside of me 
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will not let me go back to Jeanne . But "lith you , Sweetheart, I 

knew that I was deeply in love with you and I knew that above anythinp' 

else I wanted you . And because I was sure you did love me all the time 

ancl were too much a kid to know what you had done, I was willinp' to 

take you back . I uish vou had keut our poem, but someday I'll write 

a better one . Instead of (Will you accept Jl1y life and il.ove, MY 
valen tine to be , II I ' ll .vri te, llWill you. accept my life and love, 

My darling ',IIFE to be . II How will you like that . 

Did you ever \londer why you threw avvay the poem? ost girls 

would' have Rept it anyway. Even I have different notes from girls 

that I have kept . The other day I ran across such a note that a p-irl 

in our church sent me . At the time it was written , I was dating a 

very charmin~ e;irl naar where I live . l{er uncle was our c oir director . 

~he was very pretty and a cheer leader . This gal at church always kind 

of had a crush on me and I never could see taking her out . Guess she 

got kind of jealous, seeinv me out with Mary Lou . So, she sent a note . 

r t read, llnary Lou is a cute kid, bIt isn't she a little too young for 

you? II Actually Iary Lou \fas no more than two or three years younger 

than I . But I kept the note because it. kind of made me laugh. And I 

have shown it to some of my friends for a laugh . Girls, more than fellow 

keep such notes . They enjoy reading them , seein how popular they are 

and showine; others how popular they are . In other words, it would have 

been the natural thine; for you to keen that nottl . But you ask, llwhy 

did I throw it away? II Let me ask you , when you read it, didn't it -
'nake yo1j. feel a little ·funny inside and want to destroy it? In ot '1er 

words , it bothered you to keep it . \ihat bothered you? I believe you 

were deeply in love with me and wanted to kill that love . And every time 

'iOU read the poem, it kind of stirred up that love again . You didn't 

realize that it was love; but if you think of it now, I am sure you will 
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agree "i th me . Whenever you read the poem, your conscience bothered 

vou because you realized that you v'1ere doine; something that you knew 

your heart was telling you not to do . Doris , it is wonderful that the 

Lord finally has )rought us to~ether . Despity yourself , He has caused 

you to bDe.a.~ up with the one you thought you loved and return to 

the one you have loved all along . And des 'Jite all the fine girls I 

have been out with, it is wonderful that the Lord nas kept my heart 

from loving t em and has k~pt in me the ho )e that He would brine- about 

the union of "\Tours and my hearts . 

Sweetheart , it is so iMportant for you to cone to t:le Snates . I 

do need you so . Even the ~ble says that it is not good for a Man to 

be alone . And Adam didn't have any other ~irls to fall for . I need 

you bot 1 for physical and spiritual fellovlshi D . I never have laid with 

any 'Tirl; but I only am human and such an opportunity nay be too much 

for me . Darling , you can take away the danger of my doing anythincr 

\/rong and you know how you can do t is . And then I need , your encourap;e-

ment e I cannot tell you what you should do when yOl,j. get to the Jnates . 

But , S\ eetheart , let's 'take only one step at a time . vVhen you rret 

here , we ' ll know what to do next ( ~i ~~)" 
You say tlat you lonf" for love; well , sV do I . Darlinp, there is 

one I love . But if that one don ' t a ome to ne , I mie;ht be forced to 

seek companionship in another . And when one goes out with another , 

one never can tell how often they vIill 0 out . They say out of si{"l'ht 

is out of mind, a'1d there is a certa ".n amount of truth in it . Shirley 

Anderson is a s ilell girl - very beautiful and rat ler wealthy . Besides 

t h is they are old friends of the family . Shirle,r has been treating 

me very nice lately and so has her mother . This can mean only one thlhng . 

I used to like Shirley long before I knew you and who "nOilS , perhaps 

that love can be revived . Darling , I run not trying to scare you . 
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I believe you love 1e without beinf scared . I am only telling you a 

concH tion hat exists . Darling , the onl-r way Eor us to be sure of the · 

other in marriaee is to get maruied . 

You must ask your Mother for advice and I must aak your father 

or your hand . But nel ther of ua any lon[;er are children. 1,ie must 

not be tied to our .n.rents apron strings . \ie are adults and must think 

for ourselves . More than anythin[; I dislike rOUI1/?; people \l a depend 

too muc}l of therr fol "s . For myself , I love my parents and often go 

to then for advice . lEut they know that I don ' t necessarily accept 

Vihat they say . Certainly I consider what they tell me; ,;' ey are older 

and much wiser than I . DUt I am responsible to God and to l'llyself aruii 

not to them . So , Doris , you must decide whether you are to marry me 

yourself and nust not ask you parents if you will marry me . I am sure 

you will say tves It . J • And when you do , I ' ll 'l;vri te you an "official" 

proposal and I ' ll \/rite your arents too . 

'Huff for now . Darline , I ' m waiting every day for the answer 

to a couple of letters I sent . For your sake and for ny sake , I hope 

the answer is in the positive . 

XXX-Xxv 
XXy,,(O 




