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11342 Church street 

Clicago 43 , Illinois 

~eptember 9 , 1948 

Tello Beautiful , 

. Hi Dop1s1 Guess what? I received both a letter and a package 

from you today . You little dar1inp , why do you have to be so thourht 

fu1 of me? ,/11en I 0 ened the letter with the ackage in it , and saw 

that it contained a little box, my heart almost missed a beat . find w en 

I looked inside and saw that the box DID contain a ring , y heart 

almost stopped . All of udden I realized that this is Leap- year 

and I was terribly afraid that my crazy little blonde had gotten one 

ste ahead of me . Darling , don ' t ever scare me like that . It was 

Vlonderfu1 , Sweetheart , and it fits my 1110ve'l finger perfectly. Thanks 

a rain and again . I ' ll be sure to wear it all the time . Saaaaaaay , it 

isn ' t an enga-e1ent rin , is it? You know , I ' ve never seen a Swedish 

ene;ar-e1ent and ","edding ring . Wow , now I am worried . (how wonderful to 

be worried 1 ) . And you said that you had a question to ask me when 

yo heard ~~l I liked the rin~ . Yeow l I had better mo~e fast . Listen , 

Sueet""leart , will' ou marry me? Now , at least you can ' t "pop the 

question I before I do because now I already have done it . Seriously , 

Dar11n - , I am daep1y in love \lith you a~ld Ion for the day when you 

shall be my wife . And I am serious when I say that I want to marry you 

rif,ht away . I am real proud of the rin you sent me and just as proud 

of the one that sent it . I am so glad that you had your name put in

sIde of it . That way it makes it all the more personal . Its a 880d 

rine: too , D"arlin~ - 1'le11 made . Do tell me all about where you "'ot it 

and so on . And be sure to ask Me that question (whatever it is) . By 
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the YlaY, can I ta.ke the other rin'" o:'f my' finger nO\l? It is rat'ler 

bir and often gets in the \lay . If it is alri t witl YOU , I ' ll kee'-' 

it on my key chain . Alright? ,Jarlin· , I love you . 

No, --roney, you had better not take a 1Ibig jump in the lake . " 

.Lhere's enough fish in the lake already (ha, ha l ) . Nope , you ' re not 

getting any symJathy from me . You deserved that scoldinr conderning 

that stupid naval officer . You can ' t imapine how I disliked that 

I jack-ass . " Ooops, 'where is your bar of soa , -loney: need to \'lash out 

my mouth a~ain . ut I mean it . Did he ever make my blood boil (not 

in the same way you lake it boi1 11! ttl1 ) . And boy , ~rou had better 

Ipave that pen in Sweden when you come . Send it to the Russians ! 

I'll have to ~ive you a new and better pen (and don ' t think I won ' t 

do it l ) . Yep , you bet I get jealous . And I think I have Romething 

(soleone) worth getting £i;ealous over . Yes , Darling (I sound "hen- . 

pecked ll already) , I must "forget it . " l'here aBe thins more important 

to occupy my mind than thinkIng of trash as he . And 'when I look at 

some of the things I have done to gal-friends , I luess you are not 

so bad as I make you to be . In other 'Nords , "people in glass houses 
• 

can ' t (shouldn't) throw stones . ". l ~is all forgot . Happy now? 

Alright , quit scoldinp me for being so jealous . I ' m sorry . I 

promise I'll try to be a good boy from now on . Seriously , love and 

marriar-e is based on confidence in each other . Darling , we must try 

to build our conlflidence in eaCl other , won ' t we . But I fueRs that 

comes with tiMe , doesn't it? Darling , you are not only a T!hot potato , " 

but a mio.;hty 'sweet otato , " a d I most certainly don ' t intend to 

drop you . And more over, if I can llelp it , you ' ll have a hard ti1e 

making me drop you . SeeeeeeeeeeQe T 

Nooooo , I won ~t ive Elaine a big kiss ~ Ra , Bernie ol'1quist 
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kissing his sister . Do you want -)eople to think I ' m a sissy? I'll 

loose my ~ood (what a lie) reputation . On top of that , I'll even loose 

my self - respect . Hope , if Elaine gets a kiss from Dodo , Dodo will have 

to come over here and give it to her . And if she comes , there would 

be S01"1eone else she would have to kiss first (ME. l ) . 

Now, wouldn ' t I look pretty carnine dovm the street VJearing a 

sweater as long as a dress . I'll bet you ' d just stand in front· of the 

house and laugh at me . But, Darling , I am waitinr patiently for 

that slip- over to be delive~Bd . / len I do'get it , I ' ll ("0 around 

wi th my hea:d in the air and tell ever"one that my ("al dade it for Me . 

You little dope , I love you • 
• 

Doris Rinel l , you mean to say that you ~o to shows? I am 

ashamed of you . Do you think I'll ever.marry a wonan who has ever 

defiled herself by sittinr in a theatre? I should sav I would not t 

Slame on 70u l NOW , I want -y;ou to ro to confession and confess that 

awful sin to the priest (t1e one at the Baptist Church) . Darling , 

what do you think I think about shows? Remember , one of the first times ----
I ever Vias with you, I took you and your fa tner to the rerTimental 

theatre at the 22nd I' arines . And besides this , I lived in back of the 

theatre wit'l the Movie 0 erators . 

Let me sa first that if I \Tere .ever to go into the ministry as 

a pastor of a Swedish Ba tist Church in America, I would never go to 

a show . You will ask, "Does t is nean you think r-oin - to a s OVT is 

wronr"? 11 M~r answer would be , "No , not in itself . 1I Darlinr" , man:y fun~ 

aJ'1ental Christians in AJ1eri c a do not believe a Christian s 10uld go to 

a shoVJ . But , of course, there are l1'lany , many , many exce~ tions to this 

rule . If ~rou were to attend 7heaton College~ or Bethel College and went 

to a SlOW , you would be considered a poor Christian or a back- slidder . 
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In fact, before you could be admitted to \,heaton Collep;e , you 'would 

have to sign a pledr;e that you 'will not attend sho\'ls while p'oinr to 

school there . But , Darlinv , I have long thought as you do , that 

there is little or nothinr wrong with attendinr a show . It has been 

hard for me to COMe to this opinion . You see , my folks and relatives 

(on Dad's side) are strictly arainst sows . nnd besides this , our 

church, as well as all the Swedish Ea tist Churches , are ar,ainst 

them, alt ou£"h Many of the people now attend . Of course , I believe 

that there some Sl1.0WS that Christians should not attend . There also 

are many books a Christian should not read . That does not mean all 

books are IIsin . 1I Nor does it mean that all s 'Ows are wrong . Some 

C Jristians say that theatres are IIworl<lly . II Darling , worldlieness 

is not what we do , but what we are - a condition that prevails within 

us . I,le may never eo to shows and yet be very worldly . There is a 

gogd tract on this subject I want you to read . If I can find a copy , 

I ' ll enclose it with this letter . It was written by a former 

Australian WIlO now works among Christian college students . ..Jut , I 

shall hl1.ve to admit that as far as S'1.0WS are concerned , tn.ere are 

some that are excellent for amusement and for educational PUI'poses . 

How, I suppose you wonder Vl'ly I believe a Swedish apti st 'as tor' 

1n America should not ,go . I'll try to explain . If I slould go t o 

a show , Darling, certain Christians might see me and rep:ard me as 

a poor Christian as a result . ~his sounds' foolish; but it is a fact . 

More than anyt lint:" else, I ,.jant to be of service for my Lord . Yet , 

if I went to a S'10W and friends saw me go , they would not allm. l" e 

to assist in Christian service . So, inoruer 'to be accepted amonr; 

the people with whom I must associate , I must refrain from attending 

theatres . It is just lik~ anything else . Ie do many thine'S not 

because it is c;ood sense, but because it is the custom. Like bathin~ 
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suits ; it is alrie;ht to \lear them on the beach; but a person caught 

'-earing then in dmm- town Chicago would be arrested for havinr too 

little cJwt '.1.es on . Its crazy , but that is how people are . Christians 

also have 1 any custo. s - good one~3 and bad ones . Over a period of 

years there has ~rown the custom that shows are wron- . 1herefore , 

one would be an outcast in certain crowds if he went . 'owever , I will 

admi t that most of those \"Tho say shows are a 11 sin" either don ' t 

understand much about life or have never gone themsel:i1'es . 

On the East coast aT'long Christians I understand the situation is 

a little different . Paul Smith and .hme e;o quite often and so do most 

of their Christian frin ds . The sa e is true in otner parts of the 

country . But I am afraid that the Swedish Bapt_st are rlUch the same 

the country over . So, /'len you \'Ir1. to t o the States (even the folks) , 

don 't .. ent ~ on th t you attend t ' e th.ea tre . As far as I am concerned , 

I want 'ou to ro o "You are alone '1.nd need somet inp; to do . len" ou 

core here, \Ie can 0 if you wish . ut it is ood to 0 v-here no friends 

can see you . I run not asha led of my gain because I am sure it is not 

wronp . But there is not reason to cause trouble . _y sister La Verne 

oes and thinks nothing of it . Just t e other day Roy Anderson and 

I were talkine; about t is very tl~ng and I told him t e same thin~ I 

am telling you . I \vas surprised to have him arree it 1 me . I have 

known for' a lonE! time t at Shirley "oes once in a whIle . Jeanne and I 

used to 0 occasionally . She is a s7ell Christian girl and I was 

president ,of youne- peoples . And if peopfue ever ask me what I think 

ab out shows , I an -lad to tell then . 'Yet , to be beyoncl reproach, I 

t .ink it is better not to 0 if there is any '')ossibili ty of hinderinr 

l:- testimony . 

lC 1 the sane is true of smold G, any 01' t 1e n;reat C lristian 

leaders of the past sma ed and thought not liner of it . In t 1e ~outhcrn 
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art of tllj.S country (south- east) , the poe pIe raise tobacco and most 

of tne Christians think nothinp.' of smokin~ . Yet , if a ood Southern 

Ba tist (and there are alot of them) should li~ht u a ci'""arette in 

one of our rorthern churches, a Northern 13a_tist would doubt his sal-

vation . Then again , in the Harth nothing is t lOurrht of men and women 

swimmilW at "':l1e sa, ~e beach. Yet , if a good ·orthern Ba tist s auld 

do won South and s ould ·0 bat-ling \/here there are \"Ionen bat 'li P' , he 

would become an out- cast an.on· the good Soutl'lern 3aptist brethern , 

80, Darlin -, the lOral 0_' t.8 ,story is that i f a Southern Baptist 

smokes , he should be considerat'e of' the tender conscience dlf the 

llorthenn ja'1tist brot ler; and if I s .ould ,0 swi:rmnine; in the wouth , 

I s ould be careful to swim where t e Southern brot er t inks I should . 

lou know , as St . Paul said , lIA Roman to the Romans . II 

Does t lis answer your ques-tion It is Much more complicated 

t, an I have I'lade it; but some day I ' ll ex lain more carefully where 

I stand . 

I ' m lad :rour cousin took you out . I t ink it is very nice of 

him . ""omeday I should like to Meet him; I believe I an learninr- to 

1 iJ:e rim already . And if ;"ou are fond of hi~n , I am sure I shall be 

also . Be sure to c;reet hi" for me , will you? And tell him that I 

said , lit anks fl for takin[" such p'ood care of My little wifie . 

I1ust eet ready to hit t e sack . 0 0 , a t1ain, let me assure y ou 

that I love wou with all my heart . 

.our own hubbie , 

X"I.x'txxt 
"1 0 X 70 'I 


