
No . 79 . 

Dear Mrs . Holmquist , 

11342 Church Street 

Chicago 43 , Illinois 

September 10 , 1948 

Darling, Darling , this afternoon I received two letters from 

you, one answering number 70 and the other answering number 72 . 

I have been waiting for the '"'1ail-man all day anal when he did cOT .• e , 

I "flew" onto the front porch and nicked up your letters . 

I am glliad that ywu have considered the question prayerfully, 

Sweetheart , It was prayerfully that I asked YOU if you would become 

my darling wife . It seems strange , and yet it is not stranp.:e at all , 

that the Lord seems to have lead both of us the same way . I was lead 

to believe - to be so sure - that you were to discontinue training 

and come to America and become my wife . And now after much prayer , 

the Lord apparently has lead you to do the thing you originally did 

not want to do - to discontinue trainin~ in Sweden. Darling, I am 

9ure you should cone to the States as soon as possible . I don't know 

why I feel that way; but I do . Maybe it will not be possible for 

you to come later on . Many scholars expect war with Russia very 

soon and conditions do look real bad in Berlin. If war comes , I am 

sure Vie never will come together . Even before you knew it , you 

Vlould be a Russian . Darling, somehow I feel t hat y ou must try to 

come to America immediately . 

I am sure that you can remain in America lon~er than three months 

on a visit . SomethJng ha:>pened the other day that I kind of wondered aho&l 
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Last weel I took ~_other to the doctor . 'lhile I was waitin(! for her , 

I went into a drug store . In fact , I went into the drug store to 

call a number of hospitals concerning your trans!'erTing training . 

;Jhile I was looking in the telephone directory two women carne to where 

I was standinR and started talkin ). One of the women was about tnirty . 

It is not often that one sees such a voung woman s Jeaking Swedish in 

America unless she is a Swedish citizen . Quite often one hears an 

older person talking Swedish , but never a younger one . Of course I 

spoke up and asked her if she was visition from Sweden . It so happened 

that she was , and , as a matter of fact, was from Stockholm. She was 

seekin~ a job in Chicago because she 'was not allowed to take much money 

out of S\leden . I asked her how 10nD' she was visiting and she said 

for a w. ole year . I helped her look-lilp some Swedish restaurants, but 

t . .lour,ht little more of it . HOiTever , later I kir~ of uondered if there 

'ilaS a purpose of my meeting her . Now I am almost sure the Lord lead 

me to her . U,le was able to visit here for a year ans. so why can't 

you? 1 111 tell you what I'm ""oing to do . The first chance I t!'et next 

week, I ' m goint to the Swedish and American Consuls (Councils) and 

ask all the questions I can, and see how soon we can get you into 

the States . r~aybe you can file immigration pa'ers immediately, then 

come for a visit . Or naybe you can get here sooner if you come as 

a student . And if you do come as a student , your friends in Sweden 

I'Till think nothing of ;Tour coming before Roy . It is easy to go to 

school and work too , so as to pay expenses . Many fellows and q;irls 

do it . Then even if we don ' t marry (and I KnOW we shall), you can 

be in whe States until your papers are complete . 

Darling, here is wluat I want you to do . Il'1lnediately aPply 

for lmmm~ratlon. And as for ' now , do nothing more . I ' ll try to get 

all the information necessary ; then 1 111 tell you what to do . As 
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soon as I see the Council, I ' ll ~ive you further instructions . 

Sweetheart, I 'want to call ;TOU on the telephone and personally 

ask you to marry me . Somehow, I am sure you will say "yes" to me . 

I don't know why I should be so sure; perhaps its for the same r:eason 

I ' m sure it is the Lord's will you should be mine . Darlinp-, you have 

;:>romised to be "true" to me until you can eet to the states . You can't 

imafl;ine how I apnreciate this . I love you so . You also said that 

we should be enlf,aged for awhile befor'e we ~et married . I agree with 

you. So, Darling, why not get engaged right now? Really, this would 

be the most sensible thing we could do . He don't knOVl how the Lord 

will lead in the weeks and months ahead of us . But when the Lord 

works, He often works fast . Maybe .... the only way for you to get to the 

States will be for the purpose of marryin~ me . Maybe this is the 

Lord's way for you to come . I don't know and neither do you . If so, 

I ' d certainly like to be enraged for lonrer than two or three months . 

If \"le become enrraj;red riU;'"lt now , and if the Lord brings us tOP"ether 

ana r'lakes it necessary for us to marr'! real soon after ;.rou arrive in 

the States, it v'ill not look so bad . '_ou have a~reed to be fait'.ful 

anvway; so w lY not become enraf"l"ed . It is the oruly sensible t'line-

to do, Sweetheart ~ It 'olould have been nice if we could have n'one 

steady for a lon~ time and then been enp'a~ed for a long ti~e . That 

is what youn~ people do in normal times . But today one must do 

thinv.s differently . One never knows whether there will be a world 

a year from now . .le must act fast or not at all . Darling, the only 

reason for not gettina- en~aged is your worry of what people will 

say . Considerinf"l" the circtUlstances, veople will understand and 

say nothing . This isparticularily true in America; ami after all , 

you are to become an American . So, Darling, will you tell me if 

-rou \/ill become enrap'edl: to me . If -roU will, do you want to wear a 
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Swedish or an American ens.a~ement rin~? You sur f."ested a Svredish one 

before and I t hink that is a wonderful idea . I have a Swedish bride 

and I think it would be nice if she wore a S'wedish ring . Besides, 

many American p'Jrls are be~inning to prefer a band for an enga ;:,ement 

rin~ . And don't you t~ink you should do the buyin~ yourself . The 

fellow usuall~:r buys it; but in this case why not get a real Swedish 

rin~ in Sweden1 So, Darling, will vou tell me the cost of a Swedish 

enrra rrement and weddinr rinq set? Pic l( out somethin nice t 1-Jat you 

really like . Don't choQse somet' in~ too cheap . I want my wif e to have 

a rinr S he is proud of and that I rum ~rou~ of . As soon as I know the 

cost, I'll send you the necessary money . I'd a ~preciate it if you 

could rive me both the cost in American money and Swedish money . O. K.? 

Before I telephone you in Sweden, I want you to have the rin!"" 

bouF,ht . And w1:1en I ask you to marry Me, I want you to say lIyes l1 and 

then I ' ll tell you to rylace the rin~ on your finger . ~wsdoes that 

sound to you? 

Darlinr; , I ' ll write to your folks on Sunday . I'll not ask for 

your hand just yet . ~irst of all I ~ust get your answer . 

Sueetheart, I should have taken a lot of time with this letter . 

But Dad has been waitin J"" to a o to the farm . He and I are goin8 alone 

this time . Last week-end we did not f i nish the painting and have 

to ~o back t lis ·week . ', Ie hone to be home by tomorrow ni r ht (Satur&ay). 

One of my Wals at Church is r ettinv wed and I am invited. 

~Ji sh you could be here with us even now, Honey . ve have a lot 

of fun together . There's always someth ina; happenin,n: . Like last ni te, 

for instance . Dad was packinr his lunch fo~today . As he stooDed over 

I dumned a glass of water in his back pocket . Did he ever jump~ That 

sort of thing poes on all tne-time . No. I must run . HOf'e you can 

make sense out of t 'lis letter . Remember, I love y ou . 

Vnll T> h,,'h'h~ 0. n I' ., 


