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M:if darling little wife , 

11342 Church Street 

Chicago 43, Illinois 

September 13 , 1948 

S\leet1:leart , I am very tired tonight; so I sl>l.all be rather s.rief . 

T ere is much to write you toni "ht . So forpive me if I am rather 

abnupt . Ttlis mOl"ning I \lent dmrn-tmm to the Swedish Consulate and 

then to the American immi ration authorities . This afternoon I drove 

out to ,{heaton and back . I am not sure the University of ,/ashington 

has exactly what I want . Consequently I registered in fueaton this 

afternoon, probably will begin Thursday . Keep sending my mail here 

at my home until I tell vou differently . There still is a chance that 

I may attend lashinp:ton . 

The Swedish Consulate didn ' t have much information to ~ive me . 

~oweyer , I did find that if you an~ly for im.i~ration ~arers in 

~tocl~ol , you lill ,et them at least two nonths sooner than if you 

a ')1)lv in Gotebor . So , if you can send t 1e applications to stockholm, 

tlin s probably will ~o faster . 

Darlinr" you said that 70U Vlill ap)l711 for immiC'"ration immediately 

and if an emergency arises within the near future, you will com~ to 

the states as my bride . But, Darling, I have a little bit of bad 

news for you . The law that allows brides to come to this COillltl"y 

and marry their boy-friend withine three months is only for ex- service 

m,en . In other vTords , you can come to the States and marry me because 

I was in the Marines . If I were not in the Mar'ines , the law YvOUld not 

apply to you . But here is the bas news: you must apply immediately 

to come to the States or vou will not be able to apply at all . The 
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law goes out of effect on December 31 . Bv then y ou will have to have 

had a.ll t he arran eMents n aae and ready to come to the States . Darlinp" , 

if you wi ll come 15'8 t h e States as 'my brias, you will liave t o do noth inp' 

ab out it until I first an ly for v our ad6!ssien to this country . In 

o~le~ woras, I will send ~or vo~ Rna f~ll out a numher of paDers heF~ • 

. weetheart, will you let Me send for y ou? I .now I love y ou ana yoa 

know ., 0 love -me . 1. m refore Y/e muStt et marpied, and we Rll!1.st e.e marri ed 

soon . If you have any ddubts , ilead: m~r last letter over al1ain . • 

B:-ere is what I want you -e.5 cl.o . Appl:r for lirnn3;pra tion ' aDers . 

men you will "b e sure of p:ettinp: htre within · a year or so . r hen vlrite 

yo~r paren ts ana teal th em th~t y ou are lIDable to continue traini n g 

in t!h.e l:t6sni tal a.nd that it would be- better for you to come to the 

States .with Roy . As far as they are concerned , you are co~in , with 

Roy (but I want you to come sooner) . 'de mus t not tell your !folks too 

m~ch, an~~ay at first . You tell them that it will be abou~ a year 

bei'or~ yeu are able to fT O and t hat vou will vork and earn some m Ol ey 

aurin f " thae time . Of course , asl{ t .eir l)ermi'3sion . ! run SUTe they 

w~19 .. ! p'ree it is a rrood :i?dea . This is all you will tell t h em nOVi . 
~ . -In a wee~ or s o write your foaks and tell them that you amd I 

have beeh (Toing steatlw foli' quite some t'ime . 'rell them how we have 

promised each otner that .vie shall b~ t!l?ue to' e-a'ch. other.. Then tell 

t h em that oecal:l.se you and I have deciCled to be true to each 0ther , we 

mecided that we might as ~ell p-et enpaged . But , of course , assure 

Y OUI' fblR:s that \ -e could not Dossibly IllaTry for over a year b'ecaus.e it 

will take t hat Ibn~ to 'Pet to t h e -States . C"onsiderinp' that we must 

malt so long , I am sure t~ey w~ll not 6~ject ~o our ~ettin enr aged . 

You l"l-!1.i?rkt tell t~em tha4; you W9ltEh sure the'v would a 'rove and so "rou 

it old 3ernie (Ille)' t nat 'Y'·bu.. tl'lOU h t , it V,f,OT!lld b e alri ·.nt t.o b81came enraged . 

:le y may th ink you should w@.it; ibut I an <sure tl1e ~ \ntl:L a1 prOVEl.1 without 
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too much fuss . Then that is all you ' Jill do for au -lile . 

Then I will send for you as my bride . You must never tell 

your folks that you are comin~ to be my bride . I am sure they would 

never a~prove of that . And yet, I am afraid that if you didn ' t come , 

;t;;he world conditions would prevent your gettin~ a chance to come to 

the States later . They want you to he happy . If you do not find 
/ 

ha piness, they will feel far worse than they will when we marry . 

They also want you back in China . And if you r:et caurh t in Sweden 

b,r the Russians , you never will {Set to China . The Russians don ' t 

believe in Christlan work , much less mission work . If yOU g:lj)e 

forced to stay in Sweden under t 'le Russians , I am sure io t'ilOuld 

1rill v our parelllts . So , Darlinp.: , this may seem hard, but you must 

do wh t your parents mi ~ht not a prove of illorder to ~ive tham w'lat 

they really want - your ha 19iness and you . Yet , we must do w' at is 

best in a way that will not bother them. T'~at is why we ' ll have to 

not tell them too mu ch. /hen I send for you as my bride , t ''ley will 

iI'IWlediately wonder how you ';lere able to leave Sweden so soon . You 

just tell them that Bernie had arranged for your SU IJpoEt in the 

States and had made arranr ement in the States . You can tell them 

that when someone works on this end , t h inrs ~ faster . This is t~e 
truth. You need not say that vou have agreed to come as my bride . 

Tmen when you do arrive in the Stutes and are here a " hile , you will 

write them and tell them th~t we have decided to l'1.arry i rIPlediately. 

They will not object because your father will have already promised 

you to me and besides they would have gotten used to the idea of your 

marryin~ me . Sweetheart , I think I am pretty smart (a- hem) to have 

t .lought this up . Seri ously , for the good of your folks , for our r, ood , 

and for the ~lory of God , we must do this . In your next letter , I 
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want you to tell me that you love me and that you will come as my 

bride . \/rite it very definitely and very ulainly so t l at I can 

be sure I Imow what you mean . Then I small 17 0 down-town and apply 

for your admission to the United states as t he bride of Bernie Holmquist . 

It still will take a few mont h s . Ot'1.er\Tise, DarlinD' , v ou could not 

possible l7et to t e s tates before next October or Nove lber or December , 

and before 'lIe "'lere married, it woul i be two ,rears from now . This 

way we can be married in less t Lan one year . If y ou are r oinr to the 

mission field , you cannot afford to wait for two whole years . 

Again , I ' ll re r eat : 

1 . First letter - ask permission to immiprate to the States , tellin~ 

them it will take a year for your papers to come t nr ough. 

2 . Anotller. letter - tell your folks t hat we have decided we mi pht as 

well p'et enr:ap:es because we are poin?, steady anyway , tAllinp t '1.em 

t hat it still would be over a year before we could meat. 

3 . Another letter - tell them t r at I h ave made arrangements for Y OU 

to ~et passa~e to the States much sooner than you had t l ou ht I 

could . Tell the~ that this way , y ou can start training sooner . 

4 . Another le t ter - (after you arrive in the States) Tell your folks 

we have decided to marry immediately . They can· not object because 

your father already would have nromised me your hand . 

Sweetheart, I must close here . I shall answer your letters 

tomorrow if I nave time . I was at the hospital tonight . Mom is 

feelinF a little better . Tomorrow I am going to drive my aunt ( 

Mrs . Carlson) to J;3ethany Beach, Michi~an . She wants to look at a 

cottar:e there for sale . I'll be back in time to go to t he hospital · 

tomorrou night . Then I'll try to answer your letters . 

Darling, read this letter over many, many times . It is very 

important . .lhat I have said is true . .. e must act quickly . 

V"~~A+()l ~~.~ 


