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My darlins:r little \life, 

Serytember 16, 1948 

Chicaao 43 , Illino~s 

Sweetheart , i:astead of writinr "Vou in the eveninr:!' when I am so 

tired , I should ret wise to myself an~ ~et up a little early in the 

mornin~ when I am fresh enourh to write an intelli~ent letter . But 

I know I shall :ra.ever have the will- oSY'er to get UP in the morl'linr • 

.30 , Jarlin"', ""<TOU vil1 have to be satisfied vdth these letters nritten 

in the evenin"' . Vou. know, the s1')irit is wi11in~, but the flesh is 

weak . 

Yep, I sure nave a eraz"" r-al , \lritin so I get four letters in 

one day . But you l ll never catc 1 me tellin" her to "'Trite more seldom 

(sounds funny , better to say Iless often . Il
) . I value each of your 

letters more t~an vou can know . 

Darling, to my question Df whether yeu ar-ree to be my verv own, 

:.rou (.rave the answer lI yes . 1I Does that mean vIe are enr:a""ed? Actually 

I do not want it official until I telenhone you. an~ ask you to marry 

me . 13111 t if I do call Sweden and ask 'TO 1 to marry me, what will you 

say . A telephone call will cost me about ten dollars and that cer

tainl"""'" \70uld be an exryensi ve Ino . II If I ')ay ten bucks (dollars) , I 

must be buyinr a 1I1es . 1I Un1erstand? 

As you knoVT by nou I did write your ~other ane Father last 

uunday . But I did not mail tle letter because I did not have a chance 

to finish it . But last night I did finish it and 'tomorrow I shall 

mail the letter . I told th.", that I am in love with you and hope to 

have you as mT bride eventually . Also I told them that for some time 
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we have been roinp' steady , mentioninJt; that ')erhaps the,T didn ' t know 

this because \ffi ~ave been tryinr to keen it a secret . I said that it 

requires over a vear for your immi~ration papers to ro throu~h . After 

the year , I said , we would mf,)et and decide uhether we should really 

marr~7 . The reason for waitin~ for so long was that it took that lon~ 
, 

for the papers to come throu h . Now , Darling, I want you tow rite 

them the sa.r.J.e thing and ask permission to take out inunirration pa'Jers . 

I am sure tLey will say lIyes . " So , I want you to take out the papers 

immediately anyway . Alrieht? 

I am sure that you will arrree to become engaged to me , Sweet'l-).eart . 

So, as soon as I hear from you, I shall ask your father in another 

letter for your hand . I shall tell him that we are goinr steady any-

\ay and would like a closer bond then just oinr steady. I'll remind 

l in t1~at it takes a year for tl~e il'1mir'ration palJers to come t'TIourh 

anYVlay . I am sure he will see no danper in 'Jromisinp- me your 1- and, 

Darlin'l' . After I once have tIe rOl'lise of your:: and from ijour Father , 

I'll telephone you in Sweden . In the neantiMe) will you order the 

rines for both of us and have the names in~raved inside of them. 

Then immed1at~i1:r write me and tell me the pimee""'of the rings . I ' ll 

send you the Money as soon as possible . You must have your rinv in 

your hand when I call so that you can slip it on vour finp:er for me . 

Darling, I love you and want you for my own . I not only want to be 

engaC"ed to you, but I want you for r1'7 little wife . 

Another thin~ , I believe you should pet reservations on the first 

shiD possible . Remember , I want you to come to the States as My bride 

and I eX':lect to 'lave you as my wife a Ion"" time before a year is up . 

It will not take very lonr for the papers tG be arranrred when you 

~ive me permission to file them . And I VJant you to have passage as 

soon as possible . 
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Oh boy , so you had pictures taken, did you? That's swell . I 

I'lust sav that it is about time , dopie . I sure hone they turn our 

alright . Be sure to send some ~s soon as you choose the ri~ht one . 

I can hardly uait to see them. 

You had better not write me a S'wedish letter . I would not dare 

tf"l '"lave _ om read it for me and it vlould take me forever to translate 

every word . I'd rather stick to rood old ....;np'lish if you don't m~nd . 

Ah, our home- life, how I do lone for it . No , Honey , 'Be shall not 

have 1)a,er plates; I don't like them. And as for my stocking'S, I am' 

very easy on them and seldom have to mend thew. When they start to 

wear out, I ,just t U'0\'l them away . I find that a mended sock is half 

rotten and will only fret another hole in it right away . I seldom 

wear a pair of sox more than one or two days without washinr them . 

'"ashinrr sox really is no~ :brouble . Ther need not be pressed and they 

wash easily . And by wearing them only once or twice , they last lonp:er 

too . Also I never wear a nair of s1.orts More than one day . I can't 

stand dirty slorts and hate to smell any sweat . Mom usually irons 

mv shorts; but tris also is not necessary . So , Darlin~, IOU need not 

\lorry about darninr anythinC'l' for me . Around school I wear ITlostly 

sweat slirts and slac s . These I change either Qnce or twice a week . 

I find tltat I can wear a white shirt for two Sundays before t':ley are 

in need of beln~ washed . Of conrse, as soon as I eet home from Church 

I chanp'e into the slacks I haG!. worn the former week . So, '4or' eacla 

week I usually have ~ive pairs of shorts (wear the F~day's s~orts 

around the hovse on Saturday and the Sundays at school on Monday ~, 

five ryairs of socks , a pair of slacks , a sweat shirt, and a half of 

a vlhite shiFt . I don ' t believe I ar1 too hard oft clothes, do you? 

Darline, the ring is wonderful . I value it verv highly . I 

believe it reallv is about perfect . And there is nothing wrong with 
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the VTav the name IIDoris ll is inF\raved . I am very oroud of it and l-],ave 

been showinp; it to everyone . Yes , Darling , I do want you to wear one 

with my name in it . \iill you do i t for me? And be sure to tell me 

~ow much it will cost . Ypu have r iven this rin~ to me and I must 

ive vou one too . Unless I oay for it , it will not be a ~ift from me . 

Soon I 110pe we ' ll be enBa~ed; but we then can change t his to the other 

lsland . Darling, oh 1'l0V' I love you l 

You little 'rascle, so.I need to r. ut the old rin~ on my key chndm 

where I can see it vrhen I come hon e from flirtin~ \Ti th some other gal . 

ell, Darlinfi , I try with all my povrer to npt l lirt with anyone . Some -

times it is hard; ibut you are the only one I want . You are the only 

one I love . 

I am ~lad that you are broad mindea about the movies . O~ course 

there is nothmnp' wronB with a clean show . 1m the States t ~e ')eoDle 

are Qnlv afraid of the movies in.a theatre . It is not the movie that 

the "" congider "Hrol1{", butt .e tyne of movie . To a certain extent they 

are ri rht . dut qf course , t~ey should not conqenn all theatres . Some 

I ovies in a theat~e are alri lJ" ~t . The folks see nothinp: wronp with 

a movinu picture ., , The only disappnnve of theatre movies . They thourht 

your Father T s pi.q tmre s were fine . 

It is after E1.:1even and I must aet up tomorrow at six and get 

ou r tG ' lheaton l o·r a 7::DO class . Good-ni ~p.t, Darlinn- ; rem.ember I 

wan t you f or my Itttle rife . 

All my love for t~e 

one I love J 

G1 ... ~> ... ~ X X )( 1\ A (;) 0 


