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My darling Doris, 

11342 Church Street 

Chicago 43, Illinois 

September 17, 1948 

My Darling, because I was expecting a very important letter from 

you this afternoon, I had to cut my last classes at Wheaton and come 

right home. ~Vhen I did arrive home, I did find that important letter 

I had expected. But, Sweetheart, I was very surprised to find that 

it did not contain the "yes" I had expected. 

Yes, Darling, to a slight extent I do understand your position. 

You would like more tha\a anything else to come to the States to marry 
" 

me. But, oh, how people - even Christian people - like to talk . And 

it seems that those who do the least for the Lord are the ones that 

talk he most . We are deeply in love and we long only to serve our 

Lord . Yet, we are not permitted to serve the Lord because we are 

afraid of the tongues of critical Christians. Darling, perhaps you 

are right, we should wait until you come to the States before we 

become engaged. That way your friends in Sweden will not know that 

you are engaged again. But, DarlinR, will they know? Let me ask 

you, if you were engaged now or if you were to become engaged laterr 

they still would get to find out about it, wouldn't they? Then, I 

cannot see the difference it would make if it should be now or later . 

The thing you are afraid of is not what they will ih~~, ~ut what 

they will say when they see you. ou are afraid to face these people. 

You figure that if you wait until you come to the States, they can 

think whatever they want; but you will not have to face t h em. Darling , 



86 - 2 . 

let me ask you, flAm I worth a little embarassment?" If I am not, it 

is time that we break up right now, isn't it? I am not Drying to 

be mean; but I am trying to determ~ne how much you love me. 

Actually, Sweetheart, I believe people will say little or nothing. 

It has been over a year and a half since you broke off with Herman. 

By now you could be both engaged and married. It is NOT too soon for 

you t ibo become engaged again. 

Darling, I am not askinR you to do something for me; I am TELLING 

you what you must do. Please try to understand. If we wait for you 

to immigrate before getting engaged, we could not possibly marry for 

about two years. By then I would have not G.I. compensation to support 

you, and would have to wait for another two years before graduating 

Seminary. Now the government will support us and help us get a start 

in our married life. Withou» support, we could not marry. Then, 

besides, I do not believe we have that much time. You said that if 

it looked like the Russians were goinR to take over Sweden, you would 

agree to come as my wife. There are two things wrong with our doing 

this: it would look very funny if we we~~ nnt even engaged when you 

decided to come as my wife. Everyohe here and in Sweden would say 

that you were only marrying me to escape Sweden and that you really 

did not love me. Then secondly, if you were to come as my bride, you 

will have to came immediately, considering the fact that ~e~ore -long 

they are stopping the irIs from comrong as the brides of ex-service 

men. If you don't come as my bride, Darling, we cannot marry for 

the next four years. What is your choice, now or in four years? 

I am waiting for you now; but can guarantee nothing for four years 

from now. Further more, how could you possibly affor4 to loose 

two whole years without any preparation for the mission field. Darlin, 

unless you come to the States as my bride, you never will return to 
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China and ~ to your parents . It must be now or never. 

Let me ask you, which is more important, your doing what will 

please t he people or your doin what seems to be the will of God? 

Darling, because you love the Lord and want to serve Him as a 

missionary, I know you prefer to do the will of God. Then, why not 

forget what people MIGHT say and agree to become en aged to me7 In 

fact, I do not believe people Viill say very much. If they ask you a bout 

your new ring, just tell them that you and the man you learned to love 

in China have decided to come together again. They can think this 

man is anyone they please, even H. And that is the truth about the 

one you learned to love. You admitted loving me in China. Those 

that you know real well, you can tell the whole truth. Just tell them 

that you are glad that the Lord caused you to break up with H. Then 

tell them that you and Bernie have been in love all along and only 

didn't realize it. I am sure they will understand. And besides, 

Sweetheart, you are not staying in Sweden very lon~ anyway. They will 

hear how uell we are going in the States aater and then how the 

Lord will be blassinR us in China. Then they will hear of the Ii ttJ.e 

"twins" the Lord will give us. What can they say then1 They will 

have to agree with us that our marriage is of the Lord. DarlinR, we 

have been so sure the Lord is leading us; we must follow Him in the 

way that He leads . Now, we know we are in love and we know we must 

marry real soon . Darling, let's not worry; but let's trust Him. 

Perha~s you think we must go together before getting Eagaged . 

In other cases I believe this is necessary. But in our case, it is 

NOT necessary_ We have gone with each other for a long, long time. 

~~e even went steady for awhile. There is no reason for our not 

finding all about each other bytmnail. And I am sure that we know more 
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about each other right now than many people (most people) do even 

just before they are married. Therefore, why must we wait? There 

absolutely is no reason. Darling, you know that all this does make 

very good sense. 

You may think you are tru{ing a chance by coming to the States 

withouD seeing me first. But don't forget, if you are taking a chance, 

I am taking a chance too. But I am so sure that we are meant for 

each other that I am willing to trust the Lord. Trusting t he Lord , 

Sweetheart, is NOT taking a chance. We are so much alike, Darling . 

We have the s ame tastes, same desires, same talents, and the same 

ambitions. We MUST be made for each other. But, Darling, we will 

be taking a real big chance of never marrying if you don't come to 

the States right away as my bride. And, Darlin~, you are taking a 

big chance of never going to China again unless you come ri~ht away. 

Believe me, I know what I am talking about; you must come to the States 

immediately as my bride. 

Perhaps, Darling, you are afraid that I'll do the same thing as 

Herman did . That is impossible . Even if I met a girl I liked, I 

would not do that to you. And how can I learn to know a girl so well 

if I don't go out with any. Darling, you have my word that I will 

be faithful to you and will not turn you down. Darling, when you 

arrive, I ~~OW I shall love you and want to marry you. Don't ask 

me why. VVhy do you know you are saved1 Isn't it the Lord that gives 

the assurqnce of salvation. Perhaps He has given me t h is assurance 

too. Darling, I am not like Herman. I bel1everl~ being true to my 

friends - to my little wife-to-be. You know that I would never 

forsake you. 

You say that you know that we should get engaged some time . 

Darling , I know for sure to: I know for sure we should get engaged now. 
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Sweetheart, I am expecting another letter from you, telling me that 

you will become engaged to me . Then I wantl you to buy the rings and 

tell me the cost. Immediately I'll send you the money. No, I shall 

not be able to put the ring on your finger. But, Darling, I shall 

be able to call you and ask you to marry me with my ovm voice. And 

. I shall hear you say, "Yes, Bernie darling , I'll marry you." Isn't 

it just as nice to have your Lover call you from half the way around 

the world to ask you to marry him? There are not many girls who 

can brag of such a thihg. Darling, I so love you and want you for my 

own. I know you are sensible and will give me a positive answer to 

this. Remember, Sweetheart, once before you turned me down; there 

may not be the third invitation. Today this seems like a real big 

decision to you. But it isn't so big. If you'll only say, "Yes," 

there will be no more pDoblem. 

Sweetheart, if you do not say "yes" to me, I don't know 'I;~hat 

I'll do. Even now I feel so discouraged that I don't care if I go 

back to school or not. I love you so much and need you more than 

you can know . Darling, if even I succeed in the Christian service, 

it will be because you love me. I do need love - your love. Withottt 

it I don't care for anything. If I hadm\t started loving y ou, perhaps 

it would be alright. Sweetheart, Sweetheart, don't refuse me, not if 

you love me . If you do, you'll do more harm than anything. Am I 

worth more to you tha~ what people might say? Darling, accept my 

i nvitation to become engaged to me and to come to the States as my bride. 

Sincerely, with 

Cl~O:x,x 


