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Dear frionds , 

, 'Ihaila.nd 
March 10, 1954 

Warmest greetings in Christ from Thailnnd, the lnnd of promise for 1954. As 
you receive this letter; in America at lcast Spring lr.ill be bringlng its annual 
·renewul of life. This word is sent out from u s here, half-way around the world, 
to assur'C you that there are signs of "spring" in the Church öf Christ in Thai
land, too. It is probably well thnt our first year in Thn.iland nns m.'lrked bjr nu
merous shudovrs ~nd somber vistas. 1ife were bt:ing acclimatf'd to the }1ost of problems 
that besct the church toduy: the shortage of le.l.dcrship, the lack of adequnte 
training facilities, the absence of a St::)nsc of ste~·m.rdship, the viger of a Buddhist 
rovival, and the easy-going n~ture of life in Thniland. Th~re was very little 
.l_i ~era ture ·'l;r:J.ilable in ThC~.i. Therel we::e sigl!s of t~nsion b:]t:veen the '!hai ,~nd 
.Ch1nese port1ons of the Church, a tens1on he1ghtened by government po'11cy. rfh::t t 
leadcrs we not •,vere ovcnvorked. 1;'/hat programs werc suggested were limited or ; 
eliminated by lack of personnel. ' . 

In speaking of 11spring•r we would not suggest tha t the abovc cri ticfll probleMs 
are all solved and put behind us. Cold days do not stöp the instant ~ crocus ap
pe.9;rs, .<1nd .b§l.$ebull games have bc-1cn postponed by smow ·in Mny. Rather it is that 
the crocus fovetells more glorious things to come. This year, close on the hoels 

·of .Mr. Grethcr 1S:•·return (S'Itelling .our seminilry fnoulty to ·three) the seeond post-
war c·lass graduates·· frnr.d;IcGilvary: Four grn.duP..tes n:iy· seem like··· a pi tifully 
harvest to nany of you, but to us on the scene e~ch of· these lives is a dedicated 
blessing to a needy church. . 

Look for u moment !'J.t Savrong, for he personnlly illustrates a host of the 
difficulties the Gospel faces in Th~iland •. Of . Chinesc parentage, but striving to 
be !'J. good Thai, Savrong speaks Thai ; Chinese (3-wv..tovf o.nd Mandarin) and English. He 
W"iS lod to the Lord ' in..; 'D: ·'yray almo~t bcyond. mir comprehension. Aftor his flthcr died 
w hen he was .. eight ( So.wong_, . :t [la t is') , ' hc "mnt to look f9r a hone ,,.d th an uncle to 
ease the burden on his ' mötncr~ · Sai•rong 'bdng the oldest of four children. One day 
this illiterate uncle b ought soMe books of a Christian ' ev~ngelist in the m~rket 
place in his vill.c.ge. This undoubtcdly re.{lec~od merely the Chinesa r ·w::re·nce for 
the printed word," for the unqle could . no~ re~d . at all ~ But sametime aft~r, he 
asked his nephevr, then 13 ·ycf'.rs old, to read the -books to him. ~'fe cannot t P.ll you 
what h~pponad to the uncle as ~ result of t his, but reading God's words to him led 
Savrang to Christ. Ho inquired furth .: r at the small Thai church in his city ir'l 
South Thailand and recoived baptism b0.fore his ll!.th birt.hday. Novr, t on yea rs later, 
he v~ll be grhduatcd and Ydll r e turn to the_South to serve in a fine Chinesc Church 
in his distr!l:tt. Schol=1.rship funds supplied by th.e mission h::tve enabled hiD to 
give up his work as a teache'r :1nd still support his tvro sisters in school ,-rhile he 
attended seminary. He is not a brilli-1.nt student f.md he Must ~Tork h-,.rd e '1.cl, s t ep 
along the vny, yet last December he secured tho prize .in his class f or the hest 
examination paper in Thai Bible. He is a devoted, conscientious serv1.nt of the Lord. 

This past year "le have watched the Church give added emphasis to sp8cinl weeks 
of evangelism in the institutions of the Church. Eighty studP.nt conversions last 
year have given new impetus to the program this year. McCormick Hospital h:ts just 
closed such a "!'Te8k of spiritual emphasis with seven souls brought to the Lord among 
the staff flnd the student body of the School of lfursing. The Church of Christ in 
Thailand is making overtures to receive a young missionary couple from t he United 
Church of the ·Philippines to come to McGilvrtiJ." 'Seminary. The se people ·vrould be the 
seeond such couple to come from that neighboring state. One of the 1952 grnduates 
of the sernina ry is also under c onsideration for training to join our f ·'.cul ty. 
. Mission work in Thailand is 125 .Y'e.'lrs Rld. In i ts l'!arly days i t YT'lS used as 

a stepping-stene toward Chi!la, THE GRi..AT . IJlissfon field . to most pcoplo. After those 
early days the work here w:.>..s left V'Jr.Y Dirgel·_r to the Pr8sbyteri an Hission alone. 
Onc mission can nevdr supply the necessary personnel for a. ·t P.sk such ·.'ls this, how
ever, and Dr. McGilvrtry regrets >the .fact in his autobipgraphy thnt there 1.r e no 
people available to minister to ths hill tribes: the . Miao, L~os, Yao, Lissu. That 
~as · eighty years ago;_,_apq ')l:t; last: de.stiny.'hri.s op?ned the vmy for such a ministry, 
~ GREAT field is closed and cöuntle~s. . mission bqdies are relocating people in 
this needy land. Predominant arno~g them and laboring side-by-side vnth us here in 
ChitJngmai is the former China Inland ~ ~ission (now the' Overseas Missionary Fellow
sP1p}. Their large staff of China workers and hasts of annunl recruits have fanned 
out 0ver Sot!ttheast Asia. Already in Thailand they outnuinber the Presbyterian ste.ff' 
and th.ey .... are ·bringing ·'the 11Good· ·News 11 to those v•]ry hill_- tribes for v-rhom McGilvary 
pra.yed. The American Baptist !'·tission (Northern) hås ex.pandcd i ts Burm:~. -,. rork to 
re<.>~n the scb:oes of Karen Yillages in Thailand. The Southern Baptists, especi a lly 
a~ong the Chincse, and the Christian and Missionary Alliance groups. arc increasing 
their 1•rork here too, in the Centra l and SoutheastP.rn portions of the land. As God 
willed ln His 01'm greater Plan t ha l:. thr:: Church of C'nrist in China mat u r·e under 
e1:>nd1tior.s of trial and testing, He has also brought the needed workers i nto this 
rich and pr.omising nortian of the Vineyard. In peace and security (rare blessings 
in our mOdern world) we are able to labor to build the foundations for a strong 
enduring Church in Thailand to the glory of God the Fa ther. 

Since Dic k has written of our v~ork here, let me add a bit about our home. John 
spends his time cntertaining cveryone 1vith his antics and his smiles. He is not the 
least interested in anything that looks like a schcdule, but since he sleeps from 
6 P .M. to 6 A.M. (almost), ''·Te don 1 t care much about the other time s. He h<=ts dark 
b;-own eyes and. dark curly hair (not .kink;Y.._but' with . a SQ.:ft cewpy curl on top). All 
i' our b f us think he is wonderful. KE;nny ~nd Sharon ·pl ay a g rea t deal of the time 

,...., _ ___ pretending one . . is a baby and the other Mummy. -'·.{hen I hear so··1cone say, "Nov: it's 
yöur- "tii"n to be baby; 11 ahd crying starts immediately, I have learned not to v orry 
about th& sudden cry• They have a lot of fun tog~ther and, of course, quarrels. 
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~ . Sbåron is. get~ing , to be quite a young ladY,, but she is still into something 
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all of the time. She is very different from her quiet brother vrho will sit for 
hours looking a t books. · Kenny now "reads 11 to Sha.ron. He can re"ld them only be
cause he has bad them read to . him so much; and woo betide the parent vrho tries to 
11shortcut" in reading a story. When he is showtng hor picture books in the se rare 
times whon he can get hor to sit down with him, he makes her repoat the names 
after him. B-oth of them · 'tr:llk Thai with the servants - rnuch of which we cnnnot un
derstand since i t . -is :J:ocal country language. If we ask Kenny ""That a. certain word 
menns, he usually says, "You :have to' talk Thai to knO"Pr what thnt means. 11 Tl:lis 
is n rec:tl blow to his parents• . morale s_ince they are study:Lng three to· five hnurs 
a day in an attempt to · learn Thai. .. 

Kenny 1 s progress . tin · the u se of his lngs is slow hu t sure. He still falls 
frequently but much less so than formerly. Hhen he -vqlks slowly, you can scarcely 
detect any difficulty in· walking, but when · he attem·Jts to run { a fast stiff-legged 
walk) the impairment of muscles is very marked. We are so thankful for so much im
pröv-ement $-nd· continue . to ··pray and hope for even rnoreJ We hope, too, that he will 
be able to go to Thai: -:sq·hool this coming W.ay. . . . . 

· • ..NO':! that' :we are-oe.ginning ·t_o;:, s_peak:..same Tnai our .home has .been-used for the 
weekly- church prayeT meeting. paving same Thai people in for meals, a Christmas· 
tea for the nurses, another teå ' for the church leaders, etc. We ~re so thankflll 
to have al'home to share, and hope through the coming -year to have more and more 
apportunities to do so. ~Vhile you are reading this we ~dll be resting up.for the 
new school year at th~ Christiah F~rm in Chiengrai, sharing the Easter season with 
anothe~ aect~on of the 'Thai Church~ On May 3rd the seminary op~ns its sixth year 
and an.other busy seåson descend.s upon us ;· Bu t this year 1ari th us vrho -are new to the 
triumphs and trials of_ the. Tha:i Church, with the Thai backed by the influx of 
work~,r;L~2r ~ i;.ljl~-~Qr~!- ;Q..G.d__wi:tla .all of u s e verywherewho profess the Name tha t is 
above every name, thnse vrords sc~m·to ring out vrith new rnaaning and pmver:_ 

• 'f 

THE PEOPLE WHO D"dELT IN DARKNESS, ON THEM. HATH THE LIGHT SHINED . ' . 

The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be Yri t h you all, 

The Bryants 

P .s. Sevcral times same of you have :,.sked how you c_ould holp our 1•rork out hr re in 
those -"little" ways th~t rrequnntly make the diff,rcnce. Vie hlivc_ always boen 
reluctant to speak of finuncial things, bu t nfter a_L'Tiost t~vo yo.:1rs hr.re, "'e 
hnve come ~o - see. the. pr€sstng need for ~pi~tuTes, ~spAci~l~y Sundayschool 
leafl,.,ts and-large posters. Used ones in nice condition wou:j..d bP. de0ply ap
preciated, although nE-3Vf s~ts P.r"l- never rejccted. Roligious calend:trs, too, 

_ vrould find a ready use. The. rn.ther drf3-b · and simple Thai home is r~gulwly 
enlivened by pieturea. We vrould' ·appreciate large picturo calendnrs suc h as 
the insur.1nce campanies or airlinas print, too, for a lovely picture framed 
is an ideJ.l gift. ·Here are a ·numb8r' of incxpensive, halpful suggestions. 

Those of you '7ho·ha~e given to· the memorial fund for Adeline in days 
-=-g-öficoy V.?.i.lrbcgradto- Kiiovr that the .f~nd is being t.rA-nsfcrred to provide 
scholarship support for a student at the scminary·instcnd of its original 
medical purpose. The principnl hnå reachpd the respectablc sum of :'1;2400 but 
necd.s· to be~ three timrcJS th:.1.t to fully !Lchiovo its purpose. Mr. Guy Fox, 
Box #855, Sh'l<mec, Okl.:1.homa, or the Board officns at 1115611 vri.ll glndly accept 
future gifts to bo applicd ' to tho prin~ipal. - · 
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